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1 Claim.(C1.129?16.1) 

This invention relates to devices for SOrting 
marginaiy punched record cards,checks and the 
iike. 
One of the commonly used devices for Sequence 

80rting of inarginally punched cards of the type 
shownin Letters Patent of the United States No. 
1.544,172,issued to A. Perkins on June 30,1925, 
isa long Sorting rod or needle,Which is provided 
at one end With a handle. The latter is graSped 
jn the hand of the operator and the other end of 
the needle or rod is projected through the Se? 
1ected punched hole of a StaCK of CardS,Which 
are then upraised by means of the needle and 
held Suspended thereon. The needle is then 
jarred up and down to inSure that the Cards 
whichare notched in register with the needle Will 
Separate and drop from the StaCK. PartiCularly 
in the case of Comparatively large Cards,the 
ordinary number there0f placed in a StaCK for 
sorting is of considerable weight and Such a SOrt? 
ing operation requires muSCular Strength and is 
exceSSively fatiguing,due to the fact that the 
weight ofthe cards bears ontheneedle at a point 
laterally offset relative to the handle. Further, 
the fact that the needle is Supp0rted only at One 
end Causesit to fiex during the SOrting Which de 
tracts from the Separating efect of the needle 
while Shaking the stack When the latter is SuS 
pended on the needle. 

It is the principal object of my preSent inven 
tionto provide animproved device of simple con 
Structionwhichis eficient in operation and Which 
OverComes the diSadvantages of handled SOrting 
rods and needles of the type hitherto employed 
as above Set forth. 
One form which the invention may aSSume is 

exemplifiedin the folloWing deSCription and illus 
trated by Way of example in the accompanying 
draWing8,in Which: 
Fig.1 is a perspective view of a device embody? 

ing the preferred form of my invention. - 
Fig.2 is a perSpective View of One type of mar 

ginally punched card in connection with which 
my improved device may be employed, 
Fig,3 is a Side elevation of my improved device 

With a part thereof broken aWay and in Section 
to more fully disClose Certain details of ConstruC 
tion,and in Which figure the manner of use of 
my improved device is disClOSed, 
Referring more particularly to the aCCompany 

ing draWingS,10 indiCates a reCord Card Of the 
type commonly Known as"Keysort°Card which is 
used forrecord Keeping and other purp0SeS. This 
Card is generally Of the type ShOWn in the patent 
to A,Perkins No,1,544,172. It is in C0nnection 
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with cards of this character that my present de 
vice is to be used. It will be obvious,hoWever,to 
those skilledin the art that various other types 
of marginally punched cards can be Sorted by 
means of my improved device. 
In general,Cards of this CharaCter are prO 

vided yith marginally punched holes 11,which 
holes may be notched out to the edge of the 
card to indicate a Selected classification, SuCh 
notching being Shown at 12. It is unneCeSSary 
to more particulariy describe the construction 
and use of Cards of this CharaCter beCaUS6,aS 
before stated,they are widely USed and Well 
knOWn. 
My present inventionis concerned With a de 

vice 4 for sorting marginally punched CardS. 
Asshowninthe drawings,this device iS generally 
bail-shaped in form and COmp0Sed of 8 rigid 
gripping section t5,from one end of which de? 
pends a rigid fixed leg 16. From the other end 
of the gripping Section 15 depends a pivotal leg 
!?,which may be termed a latching leg. This 
1atching leg 1? is piv0tally Connected at its upper 
end to the end of the gripping Section 15 Opp0Site 

; the leg 16 by means of a pivot pin or pintle 18. 
Thepivotal connection between the gripping Sec 
tion 15 and the 1atChing leg enables the latter 
to Swing 10ngitudinally of the device tOWard and 
away from the leg,16. The length of the grip 
ping Section f5 may be as desired,So long that it 
is of sufficient length to enable it to be graSped in 
the hand of the operat0r as Shown in Fig,3. 
ASorting rod or needle 19 is provided Which is 

fixed at one end in the terminal of the fixed leg 
16 and extends Substantialy parallel to the grip 
ping Section #5 S0 that it may be projected 
through an opening 20 in the free end of the 
1atChing leg fT. The length Of the Sorting rod 
or needle 19 is Such that the latChing leg 17 may 
be disengaged therefrom by piVotal movement, 
asshown in Fig,3,but will be engaged therewith, 
as ShOWn in ful lineS in Fig.3,When the latChing 
1eg 1? depends Substantially in parallelism with 
the fixed leg 16. 

It i8 Seen that at the point Where the latChing 
1eg !T is C0nnected With the handle Section 15 
Of the device,the handle SeCtiOn ?5 is bifurcated 
80 as to receive the upper end Of the latching 
1eg 1T. Cooperating Shoulders 2?,22 and 23 are 
provided on the latChing leg 1T and Within the 
bifurCated portion of the handle Section 45 So 
as to limit the mOVement of the latching leg tT 
ab0ut its pivot pin 18. 
At the end of the latChing leg Opp0Site the end 

thereof which engages the rod or needle 19,the 
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1atching 1eg is formed With an arcuate knurled 
portion24 Which projects beyond the handle SeC 
tion 15 So that it may be engaged by the thumb 
of the hand which grasps the handle Section 15. 
That isto Say,when the device is graSped in the 
hand of the user,the thumb of the hand may be 
placed on the arcuate Section 24 of the 1atching 
1eg17 and maybe utizedtopivot the leg 1T and 
disengage the 1atching leg f from the end of the 
Sorting rod or needle 18 to enable the Same to be 
projected through a stack of cards 25. Uponthe 
release ofthe latching1eg 17,a Spring26 wil re 
turn the latching leg 17 to itS n0rmal p0Siti0n, 
engaging the selector rod or needle 19,all aS 
Shown in Fig?3. - - 

In use,the device is constructed Substantially 
as Shown in the drawings and it isgraSped in the 
hand of the user as Shown in Fig.3. The latCh? 
ing leg-1T is then Swung about its pivotal point 
to an inefective position,as shown in dotted 
1inesin Fig.3,and the Sorting rod or needle 19 is 
projected through the Selected hole of a Stack Of 
cards25. The latchingleg 1Tisthen releaSed and 
thespring26causesitto swingto anefective po 
sition, engaging the end of the selector rod or 
needle 19. The operator maythenjog the stack 
of cards up and down to efect Separation of the 
notched cards,During this operation itis Seen 
that the needle or rod,19 is SUpported at bOth 
ends so asto give a maximum jarring motion t0 
thestack during the Separating operation. AlSO, 
itisseen that the weight of the Cards Will be dis 
poseddirectly under the hand of the user so that 
the effort required will not be increaSed by lever? 
age. After the stack has been sorted,the latch 
ing leg 17 is again moved to an inefective pOSi? 
tionand the needle can then be withdrawn from 
the Stack for a Subsequent SOrt. 
From the foregoing it is obwious that I have 
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While I have shown the preferred form of my 

invention,it is to be understood that various 
changes may be made in its construction bythose 
skilled in the art Without departing from the 
spirit of the invention as defined in the appended 
Claim, - 

Having thus deScribed my invention,what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
In a device of the character described a sub 

Stantially L-Shaped portable body member in 
Cluding a Shank portion Constituting a handle 
and a right angularly disposed 1eg portion,a 
rigid elongated Straight SOrting needle Carried at 
the extremity of Said leg portion and lying par 
alelwithsaid handie,apivotalymountedkeeper 
pivotally SeCured to the free end of Said handle 
and movable tO and from Said needle for retain 
ing and releaSing Cards empaled thereby,an ac 
tuator for Said keeper formed as an extension 
thereOf protruding beyond Said handle and re 
Silient means for normally urging Said keeper in 
engagement With Saidneedie,theend of Said han 
dle being bifurcated and Said Keeper being pivot 
aly mounted between the furcations thereof, 
Said resilient means comprising a Spring,one end 
ofwhichisseatedwithinthe handle whilethe op 
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provided averysimple andefective device which 40 
has none of the ShortComings of prior.devices of 
the Same Character,and Which Can be made eCO 
nomically and which will materially deCrease the 
amount of efort required in Simple S0rting 
operations, 45 

posite end thereof abuts the protruding actu 
ating portion of said keeper. 
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