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This invention relates to a toy or amusement device, 
more particularly to a toy or device designed especially 
for use in forming figures representing, in caricature 
or other fashion, the appearance of a human face. 

Efforts have heretofore been made to provide toys 
or amusement devices of the general character above 
Inentioned, wherein individual pieces representing parts 
of the face are employed in association with a support 
ing member or base. One such prior proposal utilizes a 
base composed of a flat piece of material whose contour 
corresponds in outline to that of the human face, and 
a number of variously shaped flat pieces of material re 
movably placed on the flat base member to represent 
the features of the face. 

Another proposal is the construction wherein a base 
member has the general outline of a face and wherein 
the individual pieces corresponding to the parts of the 
face are shaped to fit against the proper area of the base. 
In the device aforementioned, the base member is pro 
vided with suitably positioned magnetic bars and the 
various pieces representing the parts of the face are 
formed with or comprise magnetically responsive strips 
or sections of metal, whereby these pieces may be at 
tracted to and held in desired position on the surface 
of the base. - 

Still another prior proposal involves the use of various 
pieces representing parts of a human face applied to a 
base of soft penetrable material by means of pins or 
pegs formed integrally with the pieces representing the 
parts of the face. One such product has utilized, as the 
base member of the figure to be formed, a block of 
relatively soft, cellular or sponge-like material. Another 
such product has utilized, as such base member, natural 
objects, more particularly vegetables such as a potato or 
a carrot. 
The principal object of the invention is to provide a 

toy of the character indicated. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a device 

of this character which will make it possible for a child 
or other user to create designs of figures, in the form of 
caricatures or the like, and which will function in a 
manner serving effectively to develop the latent talent 
of the child or other user for the creation of such designs. 

it is recognized by psychologists that an important 
factor in development of artistic abilities or talents of a 
child resides in the satisfaction derived from displaying 
the result of one's effort in those directions. 

Accordingly, it is another object of the invention to 
provide, in a toy of this class, an arrangement whereby 
the individual pieces may be associated with a base or 
supporting member in such a way that the former will 
be held in fixed position on, and yet be readily removable 
from, the base or supporting member. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a toy 
of this class, further characterized by the fact that while 
the base or supporting member constituting the back 
ground surface for the caricature or other figure to be 
formed may lie in a single plane, a realistic three-di 
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mensional effect will be presented in the completed cari 
cature or other design formed therewith according t 
the invention. - 

The foregoing and other objects and advantages of 
the invention will more readily appear from the detailed 
description below and from the accompanying drawings, 
in which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of an embodiment of the inven 
tion, illustrating one facial caricature that may be formed 
therewith; 

Fig. 2 is a view in cross-section taken along line 2-2 
of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 to 11, inclusive, are plan views illustrating 
variously shaped pieces such as ears, nose, lips, mustache 
and coiffure which may be used in the practice of the 
invention; 

Figs., 12 and 13 are similar views illustrating separate 
pieces for typical forms of eyes and eyebrows that may 
be employed; and 

Fig. 14 is a view in cross-section, along line 14-14 of 
Fig. 11. 

Referring in detail to the drawings, the numeral 10 
indicates generally the base member of one form of toy 
embodying the invention. In the embodiment illustrated, 
the base member 10 is substantially square in outline. 
As will be obvious, however, it may be of rectangular, 
circular, or other geometric outline. 

Preferably, the base is made from a plastic ma 
terial, such as a suitable mixture of polystyrene resin 
and acrylonitrile. 
As will be seen more particularly from Fig. 2 of the 

drawing, the base 10 comprises a horizontally extending 
member 12 formed at each of its bounding edges with 
a downwardly extending flange 14, extending preferably 
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at an angle of 90° to the member 12, the upper or 
working surface of the base being indicated at 16. 
The base member is preferably provided on its lower 

surface 15 with spaced parallel ribs 18 extending longi 
tudinally of the base and similar ribs 19 extending trans 
versely of the base, these ribs being joined at their ends 
to the respective transverse and longitudinal peripheral 
flanges 14. The ribs 18, 19 are desirably of a slightly 
lesser height than the flanges 14. All of the ribs and 
the fianges are preferably formed integrally with the 
member 12. As will be seen, the flanges 14 serve to 
support the member 12 in spaced relation to the surface 
of a table or the like upon which the base may be placed. 
If desired, the thickness of the flanges 14 may be slightly 
greater than that of the ribs 18, 19. 
By reason of the flanges 14 and the ribs 18, 19, the 

member 12 will be substantially rigid despite the fact 
that it may be composed of a material and be of such a 
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thickness that normally would render it somewhat flex 
ible. The lowermost edges of the flanges 14 constitute 
the supporting surface for the base 10 when rested on a 
table, desk, easel, or the like, while the flanges together 
with the ribs 18, 19 serve as reinforcements to prevent 
sagging of the member 12 under the influence of pressure 
that may be exerted upon the upper surface 16 thereof. 

If desired, the base may be formed at the corners 
thereof with walls 20 extending inwardly from the flanges 
14 to provide pockets for receiving removable rubber 
or similar inserts 22 serving as feet for the base to pre 
vent marring or other injury to any surface upon which 
the base may be placed. 
When the base is made of a resin plastic of the type 

abovementioned, it may readily be produced by con 
ventional methods of injection molding. 

In specific terms, for purposes of illustration herein, 
the molding dies may be formed so that the member 12 
will be of a thickness of approximately 0.075 inch, the 
flanges 14 will be of a height of approximately 0.375 
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inch and of a thickness of approximately 0.088 inch, 
and the ribs 18, 19 will be of height of approximately 
0.25 inch and a thickness of approximately 0.070 inch. 
If desired, the flanges 14 and the ribs 18, 9 may be 
formed of slightly tapering cross-sectional thickness, de 
creasing downwardly from the member 2. 

In accordance with the invention, the member 2 is 
provided with a multiplicity of apertures 30, Square in 
outline, all of equal size, and arranged in parallel lon 
gitudinal rows A equally spaced from one another, and 
in parallel transverse rows B likewise equally spaced 
from one another, the rows of apertures being arranged 
so as to be disposed intermediate the flanges 4 and the 
ribs 18, 19. 
As will be noted from Fig. 2, the apertures 36 extend 

through the entire thickness of the member 2. 
The form and arrangement of the apertures 3 are, in 

accordance with the invention, such as to enable any 
one of them to receive the stem portion of elements 40 
designed and constructed to simulate or represent the 
various parts of a human face. 
As will be noted from the drawings, each of the ele 

ments 40 is formed with a suitably located stem portion 
41, preferably circular in cross-section and tapering 
downwardly from the head portion 42 and terminating 
in a blunted or semi-spherical lower end 43. Each of 
the elements is also formed intermediate the head por. 
tion 42 and the stem portion 41 thereof with an enlarged 
portion 44, the lower end of which forms an annular 
shoulder 45 extending in a plane at a right angle to the 
vertical axis of the stem portion, the distance of the 
shoulder 45 from the lower tip 43 of the stem being less 
than the height of the flanges 14 formed on the base. 
The diameter of the stem portion 41 at the upper end 

thereof is such in relation to the dimensions of the aper 
ture 36 in the base as to enable these stems to be readily 
inserted in the apertures under relatively slight manual 
pressure, and to be rotatable therein, yet held firmly 
when the annular shoulder 45 is brought into engagement 
with the upper surface 16-of-the base. 
The elements 40, in accordance with the invention, 

are constructed so that the head portions thereof will 
simulate or represent parts or features of a human head 
or face. Thus, when appropriate ones of such elements 
are inserted in proper or desired ones of the apertures 
in the base there will be presented to view a caricature 
or other appearance of a face. The surface of the base 
visible in the areas exposed between the thus positioned 
elements serves as the background surface of the com 
pleted caricature. 

In Fig. 1 there is illustrated one such design that may 
be formed by utilizing the device of the invention. By 
means of a relatively small aggregate number of ele 
ments 48, several of which are shaped to simulate several 
different ears, several others shaped to simulate different 
forms of noses, and similarly for other parts of the human 
face or head, it becomes possible by interchangeably 
positioning such elements with the stems 4 thereof in 
desired ones of the apertures 30 in the base, to form an 
almost endless variety of caricatures or the like. More 
over, by reason of the rotatability of the stems within 
any of the apertures, the appearance presented by any 
Such caricature may be readily altered or modified to 
obtain still other effects in the completed caricature. 

In Figs. 3 to 13, inclusive, there are shown illustrative 
elements in the form of various parts of a human face, 
that may be employed in actual practice. Thus, Figs. 3 
and 4 show several different forms of ears 42a, 42b; Figs. 
5 and 6 show several different forms of noses 42c and 
42d; Figs. 7 and 8 show two different forms of lips 42e, 
42f; Figs. 9 and 11 show several styles of mustaches: Fig. 
10 shows one style of coiffure; and Figs. 12 and 13 show 
several different forms of eyes and eyebrows. 

In commercial practice, the device of the invention 
would be supplied to the user as a set, consisting of a 
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base 10 together with a predetermined number of ele 
ments 40 the head portions 42 of which are formed in 
simulation of several different forms of eyes, eyebrows, 
noses, lips, ears, coiffures, etc., so as to enable the user, 
by proper selection of different ones of these pieces or 
elements to construct on the base any cine of a great 
variety of caricatures or other facial appearances, depend 
ing upon the particular ones of the pieces utilized. By 
suitably forming the head portions of the elements to 
simulate the various parts of the face, the device may 
be employed for creating designs of different types of 
faces, whether in the form of caricatures or in the form 
of serious or grotesque designs. By reason of the fact 
that the axis of the stem portion 41 of each element ex 
tends substantially perpendicularly to the general direc 
tion of the plane of the head portion thereof, any of the 
elements may be fixed in position with the visible surface 
thereof extending generally parallel to the base, and 
with the lower surface 46thereof spaced from the member 
i2. 
The cross-sectional dimension of the stem portion 41 

of each of the elements is such in relation to the dimen 
sion of the apertures 30 as to enable the elements to be 
firmly held in any of the apertures and yet be rotatable 
therein by relatively slight manual effort. 
When selected ones of the elements are located in de 

sired ones of the apertures, with the stems 4 positioned 
therein to cause the shoulders 45 to rest in engagement 
with the upper surface 16 of the member 12, the portions 
42 of the elements impart realistic three-dimensional ap 
pearance to the formed caricature or other design. If 
desired, the enlarged portion 44 of some of the elements 
may be of a greater vertical height than that of others, 
whereby to enhance or accentuate the three-dimensional 
effect in the caricature or other design formed on the 
base by the use of such elements, 

By reason of the firm manner with which the elements 
49 may be positioned in the apertures 30 of the base, the 
completed caricature or other design may be retained as 
long as desired for display or for other purposes, without 
alteration thereof. This is in marked contrast to those 
prior known devices of this class wherein the base and the 
pieces representing the parts of a face are made to depend, 
for example, upon magnetic force to hold the pieces in 
place on the base or wherein the pieces are designed to 
impinge through the surface of a relatively soft base, such 
as a mass of sponge. Moreover, the device of the inven 
tion, makes it possible to form different caricatures or 
designs merely by removing the elements from the aper 
tures in which they have been previously inserted and plac 
ing them in other positions on the base, or associating 
them with different ones of the elements at hand. This 
capability of frequent insertion and removal of the ele 
ments 40 in the pre-formed apertures 48 of the base with 
out Wear upon or injury to the base is regarded as another 
important feature and advantage of the invention, in con 
trast to prior, known devices of this general class. 

In terms of specific illustration of the relative dimension 
ing of the apertures in the base and the stem portions of 
the elements, it may be stated that when using square ap 
ertures as shown, these may measure approximately 0.15 
inch along each side of the square, and the apertures may 
be spaced from one another at distances on centers of ap 
proximately 0.35 inch, while the stem portions 43 of the 

5 elements may have a diameter of approximately 0.15 inch 
at the upper end thereof, tapering downwardly to a diam 
eter of approximately 0.11 inch at the lower end thereof, 
the outside diameter of the enlarged portion 44 being ap 
proximately 0.2 inch and the distance from the shoulders 
45 to the lower end 43 of the elements being approxi 
mately 0.22 inch. 

For forming caricatures similar to those which might 
be found in cartoons, the base 10 may be of white or 
other relatively light color, and the elements 49 may all 
be black. However, the elements may be made of different 
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colors so as to enable different portions of any caricature 
or other design formed therewith to be of different de 
sired colors. 
Although, as above indicated, the elements 40 are pref 

erably formed from a plastic material composed of a mix 
ture of polystyrene and acrylonitrile resin, other relative 
ly rigid materials, such as wood, metal, as for example 
aluminum, or other plastic material, for example phenol 
formaldehyde or urea-formaldehyde resin, may be em 
ployed. The pigmentation or other coloring may be ap 
plied by any convenient means, for example, as a sur 
face coating or film of paint or enamel, or it may be in 
corporated, particularly in the case of plastic material, 
by integral inclusion of the coloring matter in the material 
of which the element is formed, employing any conven tional coloring technique. 

In the embodiment of the invention herein illustrated 
and described, the lower ends 43 of the elements extend 
downwardly a substantial distance below the surface 15 
of the base and into the cells formed between the flanges 
14 and ribs 18, 19. Thus, removal of the elements from 
their firmly held positions in any of the apertures 30 may 
be readily effected simply by exerting slight manual pres 
sure against the lower ends 43 thereof. 
While the device shown in the drawings is fully illus 

trative of the invention and clearly shows a preferred em 
bodiment thereof, it will be apparent that various changes 
and modifications may be made therein. Thus, for ex 
ample, the base 10 may be of curved or other arcuate con 
figuration, or in the form of solid geometric figures, such 
as pyramidal, tetrahedral, spherical, and the like. Like 
wise, as stated, the base may vary from the geometric out 
line shown. Thus, for example, it may be of circular, 
hexagonal, pentagonal or other polygonal outline. 

In all such modified embodiments, the apertures 30 
may be arranged so as to be spaced from one another in 
spaced rows intersecting one another at desired angles. 
While the square apertures illustrated and described 

are particularly suitable and are preferably employed in 
the practice of the invention, circular apertures or aper 
tures having other polygonal outlines may be formed in 
the base for reception of the stems of the elements. The 
square apertures are, however, preferred when the stems 
of the elements are of circular cross-section, for the rea 
son that they thus facilitate removal of the elements from 
or rotation thereof in the apertures with relatively slight 
manual force and yet permit the elements to be held firm 
ly in place therein when no such force is applied. 

It will be seen that the invention provides a toy which 
is eminently suitable for arousing, developing and ex 
hibiting the talent or ability on the part of a child or 
other user in creating caricatures or like designs or fig 
ures, while at the same time affording amusement, pleas 
ure and relaxation to the user thereof. 

It will be evident that various changes and modifica 
tions in the embodiments of the invention herein described 
and illustrated, in addition to those already mentioned, 
may be made without departing from the scope of the 
invention as defined in the appended claims. 
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Having described the invention, what I claim is: 
1. A caricature-forming toy comprising a base, said 

base comprising a self-supporting board providing a sub 
stantially mono-planar surface and having a multiplicity 
of pre-formed equal-sized apertures of square outline 
therein at predetermined spaced intervals in a plurality 
of intersecting rows, and a multiplicity of elements, each 
of said elements comprising an upper portion of irregular 
outline and cross-sectional contour, the outline and cross 
sectional contour of certain of said elements differing 
from those of others thereof, said irregular outline and 
cross-sectional contours of said upper portions simulating 
parts of a human head, and a stem portion of circular 
cross-section and having its axis extending at a right angle 
to said upper portion, the upper end of said stem por 
tion terminating in an annular shoulder of larger diam 
eter than said end of the stem portion, and said stem 
portion being constructed for selective insertion in any 
one of said apertures of the base optionally at variable 
distances relative to one another and for firmly holding 
the elements in position in any of said apertures, whereby 
the elements thus positioned will form any one of a 
variety of facial caricatures. 

2. A caricature-forming toy comprising a base, said 
base comprising a self-supporting board providing a 
substantially mono-planar surface and having a multi 
plicity of pre-formed equal-sized apertures of square out 
line therein at predetermined spaced intervals in a plu 
rality of intersecting rows, and a multiplicity of elements, 
each of said elements comprising an upper portion of 
irregular outline and cross-sectional contour, the outline 
and cross-sectional contour of certain of said elements 
differing from those of others thereof, said irregular out 
line and cross-sectional contours of said upper portions 
simulating parts of a human head, and a stem portion 
of circular cross-section and having its axis extending 
at a right angle to said upper portion, the upper end 
of said stem portion terminating in an annular shoulder 
of larger diameter than said end of the stem portion, 
and said stem portion being constructed for selective in 
sertion in any one of said apertures of the base optionally 
at variable distances relative to one another and for 
firmly holding the elements in position in any of said 
apertures, whereby the elements thus positioned will form 
any one of a variety of facial caricatures, said base being 
formed with flanges along its peripheral edges, the height 
of said flanges being greater than the distance between 
said shoulder and the lower end of the stem portion. 
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