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To all whom it may concern: 

Io 

Beit known that I, DANIEL LYNCH, a citi 
Zen of the United States, and a resident of 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Number-Transparencies 
for Vehicles, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to illuminated indica 

tors for vehicles which clearly and distinctly 
show by means of a transparency the license 
number or other medium for identifying the 
owner of the automobile or carriage in case of 
accident or violation of local laws. 

In many of the large cities the ordinances 
require the owners of automobiles and car 
riages to obtain a license tag or plate bearing 
the number by which the machine may be 
identified. These tags of course are invisible 
at night, unless made transparent and dis 
posed in front of a lamp, or else an exterior 
light is placed at one side of and cast upon 
the same. This latter medium, however, 
has been found to be quite unsatisfactory, as 
the beam of light striking the swinging indi 
cator at an angle shows up the number in a 
blurred manner which is difficult to read. 
My invention, however, relates to the former 
method of indicating the license-number of 
a vehicle and is adapted to improve the effi 
ciency of the same by providing a lamp of 
novel construction. 
the means hereinafter fully described and as 
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I accomplish this by 

more particularly set forth in the claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva 

tion of an indicator embodying my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical central section 
taken on line 22, Fig. 1, showing the manner 
of constructing the transparent door of the 
same. Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail view 
taken online 33, Fig. 1. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents 
the body or box portion of a lamp, one of the 
longitudinal sides of which is closed by a 
door B, that is hinged at one end to said body 
portion and is locked at its opposite end by a 
suitable spring-snap b. Carried by this box, 

from this gas-chamber into the interior of the 
top of the lamp and terminates in a suitable 
two-way gas-jet a”. The hinged door pref 
erably corresponds in rectangular dimensions 
to the side of the top of the lamp, which it 
closes, and consists of a rectangular skeleton 
framework D, of metal, which has its outer 
surface depressed or rabbeted next its inner. 
edge to form a seat d for the edges of the 
transparency or glass. Fitted over the out 
side of this framework D is a skeleton retain 
ing-frame E, that conforms to the shape of 
frame D and has its outer edges e flanged 
back sufficiently to fit over and inclose the 
outer edges of the said frame D, as shown 
in the drawings. 
preferably secured to the frame D by means 
of screws or bolts F, the heads of which are 
placed next the inside of the door and coun 
tersunk, and the outer screw-threaded ends of 
which are provided with nuts, by tightening 
which the retaining-frame is securely clamped 
to the frame D. When it is desired to re 
move the transparency or glass G, all that is 
necessary is to remove the nuts from the 
bolts F and take off the retaining-frame E, 
and when the transparency or glass is re 
placed, with its edges resting in the seat d of 
the frame D, to place the retaining-frame 
over the frame D and clamp the same in place 
in the manner stated. Brazed, soldered, or 
otherwise secured to the inside face of frame 
D of the hinged door is a suitable angular or 
converging reflector I, that extends into the 
lamp-body any desired distance. Back of 
the gas-jet is a vertically-disposed reflector 
J, that is preferably bent in such a manner 
that it throws the rays of light toward the 
glass front of the door in equalized rays. 
Through the floor of the box or lamp I prefer 
to stamp out a series of ventilator-holes K, 
and I provide the top of the said box with a 
suitable chimney, somewhat similar to those 
employed on carriage-lamps. 

In preparing the front glass for the door it 
has been found very expedient to use a red 
ground glass and then remove such portions 

preferably below the center of the floor thereof, of the red pigment as may be necessary to 
is a suitable gas-generator C, that may, if de- indicate the proper number of the license-tag. 
sired, be connected with the gas-generator of Thus it will be observed that when the gas 
the automobile through the medium of a pipe jet is lighted the numbers will show plainly 
(not shown) coupled to the Small stuba at and distinctly in white, and by placing the 
one side of said gas-chamber. A pipe at leads same in the back of the machine the red 

This retaining-plate E is 
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background will act as a warning-light to the Outside of said box for illuminating said 
prevent vehicles approaching from the rear transparency, substantially as described. 
colliding therewith. At the same time the 
indicating-numbers being of a contrastin 
color with the background will be visible in 
day-time when the light is not lighted. The 
removability of the glass bearing the number 
permits the ready replacing of the same in 
case of breakage and also renders the device 
interchangeable from one machine to an 
other by simply inserting a glass bearing the 
proper number of the license. 
What I claim as new is 
1. A number-indicator for vehicles com 

prising a suitable rectangular metal box hav 
ing one longitudinal side cut away; a door 
hinged at one side of and tightly closing said 
opening, said door comprising a metallic 
main frame D having the inner edges of its 
outer surface countersunk, a Substantially 
L-shaped retaining-frame E removably se 
cured to the front of said main frame and 
turned back over the edges of the same, and 
a number-transparency G. secured in the seat 
formed by the countersunk portion of said 
main frame and the vertical portion of said 
retaining-frame; and means extending from 

2. A number-indicator for vehicles com 
prising a suitable rectangular metal box hav 
ing one longitudinal side cut away; a door 
hinged at one side of and tightly closing said 
opening, said door comprising a metallic 
main frame D having the inner edges of its 
outer surface countersunk and having a frus 
tum-pyramidal reflector secured to the in 
side of said main frame and projecting into 
said box, a substantially L-shaped retaining 
frame E removably secured to the front of 
said main frame and turned back over the 
edges of the same, and a number-transpar 
ency G secured in the seat formed by the 
countersunk portion of said main frame and 
the vertical portion of Said retaining-frame; 
and means extending from the outside of said 
box for illuminating said transparency, Sub 
stantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand this 24th day of October, 1905. 

DANIEL LYNCH. 
Witnesses: 

FRANK D. THOMASON, 
E. K. LUNDY. 
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