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The present invention relates to head-protecting head 

gear, and especially to head-protecting headgear that is 
Suitable for street and dress wear, and is an improvement 
on my invention described and claimed in United States 
Patent No. 3,103,015, dated September 10, 1963. 

In the invention of my said patent, I have described 
and claimed head-protecting headgear which combines 
an outer head covering of a type which is suitable for 
Street and dress wear, such as a felt hat, or a uniform 
cap, combined with a head protecting shell that is asso 
ciated with and carried by such outer head covering to be 
removable therewith from the head by the engagement 
of its edge portion between the inwardly-folded sweat 
band of the head covering and the head covering proper. 
The present invention is likewise directed to a head 

protecting headgear in which a head-protecting shell is 
associated with an outer head covering and is removably 
held thereon in a manner that the combined structure 
may be used as a unit for placing on the head and for 
removing therefrom; but having certain improvements 
and advantages over my patented structure. 

It is, thus, one object of the present invention to provide 
a combination of an outer head covering with a head 
protecting shell in which the two components are more : 
Securely, though nevertheless separately attached to one 
another. 

It is a second principal object of the present inven 
tion to provide a combination of an outer head covering 
and a head-protecting shell which affords improved pro 
tection to the head. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a head-protecting headgear, of the character de 
scribed, which is more comfortable to wear. 
The foregoing and other objects and advantages of the 

protective headgear of the present invention will become 
more readily apparent to those skilled in the art from 
the embodiment thereof shown in the accompanying 
drawing and from the description following. It is to be 
understood, however, that such embodiment is shown by 
way of illustration only, to make the principles and prac 
tice of the invention more readily comprehensible, and 
without any intent of limiting the invention to the specific 
details therein shown. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded, perspective view showing the 

head protecting headgear of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the assembled head 

protecting headgear shown in FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a view looking into the head protecting shell 

insert of the headgear; and 
FIG. 4 is a section taken on line 4-4 of FIG. 1. 
Referring now, in greater detail, to the embodiment of 

the invention shown in the accompanying drawing where 
in the protective headgear is illustrated in the form of a 
uniform cap, the same is shown to comprise an outer 
head covering, generally designated as 10, including the 
head-encircling band, A2, which may be formed of fabric 
and a stiffening liner, 13, defining the head-receiving 
opening, 4; the enlarged crown portion or cap-top, 16, 
and a visor, 18. 
The headgear of the invention further comprises a 

head-protecting shell, 20, having the head-receiving open 
ing, 22, of an outer circumference adapted to fit snugly 
within the band 12 of the shell. 20. 
The head-protecting shell may preferably be molded 

of a synthetic plastic material which will provide a light 
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weight, rigid-walled body that is inherently resilient to a 
degree, so as to be slightly yielding to a blow struck 
against it to absorb its impact to an extent, as well as to 
resist it. 
The protecting shell 20 is of an inner circumference at 

the marginal edge portion of its head admitting opening 
22 slightly greater than the head which is to wear it; 
sufficient to accommodate the sweatband, 24, which may 
be secured thereon by means of the band of Welting, 25, 
to which it is secured and which is, in turn, secured to the 
marginal edge portion of the shell 20, as by the stitching, 
26. Preferably, the sweatband 24 may be padded, as by 
lining it on its inner surface, facing the wall of the shell 
20, with a padding material such as foam rubber or the 
like. 
The shell 26 may be of a height greater than the 

height required to accommodate the crown portion of the 
head which is to be received therein, and may be pro 
vided, on its interior, with a sling which will fit over and 
contact the top of the head to thereby, at least partly, 
support the shell 20 on the head, and which is adjustable 
in depth, so as to adjust it to receive therewithin the de 
sired portion of a head and maintain the shell in appro 
priate position on the head. 
The sling may comprise a plurality of bands, 28, each 

preferably formed of a band of strong material, Such as 
cotton or nylon, or like webbing, or of a suitably strong 
synthetic plastic material. Each band 28 is secured by 
one edge, as by the stitching 26, to the edge of the shell 
20, in spaced relation to the others, and extends inwardly 
into the shell 20. Each band 28 is formed with a loop, 
30, at its other end; the loops of the bands being joined 
by a cord or string, 32, passed through them, whose ends 
may be adjustably tied together to form a longer or 
shorter loop, to move the ends of the bands 28 further 
apart or closer together and thereby deepen or shorten 
the sling, to accommodate it to the shape of the head of 
the wearer and his convenience. 
The crown of the shell 20 may be provided, on the in 

terior thereof, at its apical portion, with a layer of pad 
ding material, 34, such as of foam rubber or plastic Syn 
thetic sponge, to provide reserve protection for the top 
of the head. 
Means may be provided for separably interconnecting 

the head covering 10 with the protecting shell 20 along 
two or more points of their marginal edge portions. In 
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the embodiment of the invention illustrated, such means 
is shown to comprise recessed interiorly-threaded studs, 
36, secured in spaced relation to one another to the mar 
ginal edge portion of the shell and projecting outwardly 
therefrom, cooperating, preferably eyeletted openings, 38, 
formed in the band 12 of the outer head covering 18, 
into which the studs 36 may be engaged, and the prefer 
ably ornamentally headed screws, 40, which may be 
threaded into the studs 36 from the exterior of the outer 
head covering 10 through openings 38. 

In lieu of the studs and screws, 36 and 40, cooperating 
snap fastener elements, of a type well known and not 
thought necessary to illustrate or describe, may be used 
to releasably secure the shell 20 within the head covering 
10; especially when the head covering is in the form of a 
felt hat, such as a fedora hat. However, with uniform 
caps, such as illustrated, the threaded stud-and-screw 
attaching means shown in the drawing is preferred, for 
its ornamental characteristics as well as for the reason 
that it enables the securing to the exterior of the head cov 
ering 10, along the front part of the band 12, the prefer 
ably adjustable and preferably elastic chin strap, 42, 
which may be secured in place by suitable openings 
formed in its ends that fit over the ends of the studs 36 
projecting from the openings 38 in the band 12, or over 
the screws 40. 
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This completes the description of the head-protecting 
headgear of the present invention. It will be readily 
apparent that such headgear forms a single head-wear 
unit, suitable and capable of being used for street or dress 
wear. It will also be apparent that because the Sweat 
band is attached directly to the protective inner shell, 
greater wearing comfort is afforded. It will likewise be 
apparent that the protective shell affords double protec 
tion to the head due to the provision of the sling and of 
the padding at the crown of the shell. It will be further 
apparent that the shell may be readily removed from the 
outer head covering for replacement in the same or an 
other head covering. 

It will be still further apparent that numerous modifi 
cations and variations may be made in the head protecting 
headgear of the invention, by anyone skilled in the art, 
in accordance with the principles of the invention herein 
above set forth, and without the exercise of any inventive 
ingenuity. I desire, therefore, the protection of the 
patent laws for any such modifications and variations 
that may be made within the spirit of the invention and 
the scope of the claims hereto appended. 
What I claim is: 
1. A head protecting headgear, comprising, in com 

bination, an outer head covering having a head receiving 
opening and a yieldably-rigid head protecting shell having 
a head receiving opening fitted snugly within said outer 
covering, with the edges of their head receiving openings 
in substantial register, said protective shell having a plu 
rality of inwardly extending bands secured by one edge 
against the inner face of a marginal edge portion of the 
head receiving opening thereof, in preferably spaced rela 
tion to one another, said shell bands having their other 
end portion engaged upon a contractable element, to 
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4. 
thereby form a sling of adjustable depth adapted to rest 
on the head of the wearer, a sweat band secured to the 
edge portion of said head receiving opening of said pro 
tected shell inwardly of said band with its outer edge in 
substantial register with the edge of the head receiving 
opening of said shell, and means releasably interengaging 
said outer head covering and said protecting shell at 
spaced points along their marginal edge portions, said 
interengaging means comprising internally threaded studs 
secured on said shell and projecting from the exterior 
thereof, registering openings formed in said outer head 
covering, said studs extending into said openings, and a 
threaded element having a head threaded into each of said 
studs from the exterior of said outer head covering. 

2. The protective headgear of claim 1, wherein said 
sweat band and said bands are secured to said shell by a 
common line of stitching. 
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