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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, DANTEL, M. READ, of
New York city, in the county and State of
New York, haveinvented anewand Improved
Gusset-Clasp for Pocket-Books, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion.

My invention relates to an improvement in
pocket-books, and has for its object to pro-
vide a clasp or clamp adapted to firmly bind
the gusset of a pocket-book to the wall of a
framed pocket; and a further object of the
invention is to provide a device capable of
being conveniently and expeditiously applied
to any pocket-book and used independently
of the framed pocket of said book, which de-
vice will so strengthen the gusset at its con-
nection with the framed pocket that the gus-
set will be effectually prevented from tearing
or breaking down.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in claims. :

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings,forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures and letters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views. '

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a pocket-
book opened, illustrating the application of-
the device thereto. TFig.2is a side elevation
of a portion of a framed pocket, illustrating
the connection of the gusset with said pocket.
Kig. 3 is a ‘section taken practically on the
line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a similar section
illustrating a slight modification in the shape
of the device, and Fig. 5 is a perspective view
of the device detached from the book.

The deviee is illustrated in detail in Fig. 5,
and consists of a metal plate A, angular in
general contour, being essentially L-shaped
and comprising a vertical member 10 and a
horizontal member 11. The member 10 is

congiderably longer than the member 11, and
the member 11 at its outer end is preferably
provided with teeth 12, as illustrated.

The frame 13, binding the mouth of the
pocket 14, is of the usual construction, and
likewise the gussets 15, connecting the flexi-
ble pockets 16 with the framed pocket, and

the gussets are secured to the walls of the

framed pocket in the ordinary manner; but.

prior to placing the frame 13 in position
around the mouth of the pocket one of the
plates A is placed in position over the point
of juncture of each gusset 15 with the svalls
of the pocket to be framed.

The attachmentis usually effected as shown
in the cross-section, Fig. 8. The vertical mem-
ber 10 is so placed that the center of the mem-
ber will be over or practically over the line
upon which the gusset forms a connection with
the wall of the pocket. The horizontal mem-
ber 11 isearried over the top of the gussetand
the teeth 12 are clinched in the wall of the
pocket, as illustrated at « in Fig. 3. When
the devices have been placed in position, the
frame, which is virtually U-shaped in cross-
section, is made to straddle the mouth of the
pocket and the upper portion of the plates A,
a portion of the vertical member of each plate
being visible below the lower edge of the
outer members of the framé.

The irame may be clamped to place, but is
preferably secured by passing rivets 17

‘through it and the walls of the pocket 14, ad-

jacent to the plates A. If in practice it is
found desirable, the attachment of the clamp-
ing devices may be effected as illustrated in
Fig. 4, in which it will be observed that the
horizontal members of the devices are made
sufficiently long to extend over the gusset
and through the wall of the pocket to the in-
ner face thereof, the teeth 12 being bent down
upon the inner face, as illustrated at b, where-
upon when the frame is placed in position
the plates A engage with both members of
theframe. Itwill beobserved that the plates
re-enforce the pocket-hook at its wealkest
point—namely, where the gussets conneect
with the framed pocket—and that no matter
how roughly the book is handled tension can-
not be exerted upon the gusset where it en-
ters the pocket; but the tension is brought
to bear at that portion of the gusset braced
by the edges of the plates.

The device is exceedingly simple and is ca-
pable of convenient and expeditious applica-
tion, and when applied it adds but a trifle to
the cost, though greatly promoting the dura-
bility of the book.
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Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a gusset-clamp for pocket-books, consisting of
an angle-plate adapted to clamp the gusset
at its junction with the framed pocket, as
and for the purpose specified. .

2. As an improved article of manufacture,
a gusset-clamp for pocket-books, consisting of
an angle-plate one member whereof istoothed,
thevertical memberof the plate being adapted
to clamp the gusset at its junetion with the
framed pocket and the horizontal member be-
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ing adapted to engage with the wall of the 13
pocket, as and for the purpose specified.

3. In a pocket-book, the combination, with
the frame of a framed pocket and a gusset
connected with the pocket, of an angle clamp-
ing-plate located beneath the frame, a mem- 20

Dber of the said plate engaging with the gus-

set at its point of juncture with the framed
pocket, as and for the purpose set forth.

DANIEL M. READ.

Witnesses:
AL¥RED LURCOTT,
E. M. CLARK.




