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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 257,485, dated May 9, 1882,
Application filed March 30, 1882, (No model.)

To all whom 1t may concern :

Be it known that I, CATEARINE G, TOOTE,
of New York, county of New York, and State
of New York,have invented new and nsefal Im-
provements in Stocking-Supporters, of which
the following is a full, clear,and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, making part of thigspecification, in

.which-

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved supporter complete; and Fig. 2 is a
similar view, (redueed in size,) showing a modi-
fication in the construction.

My invention relates to that class of sup-
porters in which the stockings are suspended
from the shoulders instead of from the waist,
or by the usual garters,and has for its object
to provide for all necessary movements of the
upper part of the body without drawing un-
duly upon the tops of the stockings, to sup-
port the weight of the stockings and the ten-
sion of the sustaining-straps upon the shoul-
ders, and also to permit changes in the relative
position of the straps going over the shounl-
ders without drawing up the stockings.

The invention consists in a novel arrange-
ment of straps passing over the shoulders
and crossing each other upon the back, with
a single and preferably narrower band or strap
gecured Dy its two ends to the respeective ends
of the former upon each side of the body, in
such manner as to form practically an endless
strap, as will be explained.

In the accompanying drawings, A and A’
are the two upper and preferably wider straps
or bands of webbing, which are united at C,at
a point upon the back between the shoulders.
D and D’ are the cross-straps, uniting the
straps or bands A and A’ at thesides. They
are shown as stitched to the bands A A/, but
may be looped around them, if preferred, so as
to adapt them to slide freely up and down.

Band B’ are two preferably narrower straps
or bands of webbing, that are each passed
through rings I and F’, respectively, and se-
cured by their ends to the endsof A and A’.
They are preferably removably attached by
safety-pins or buckles g ¢, as shown, with their
ends adjustable therein. .

B and B are rings, to which are attached
the pieces or straps f and f7, provided with
clasps, buttons, or other snitablefastening de-
vices, adapting them to be attached at their
ends to the stockings. ,

It will be seen that the two straps A and A/,
with their connecting-straps B and B/, form
practically an endless strap that can pass back
and forth to a limited extent through the rings
T and E/, yet not in any way disturb the ten-
sion of the straps f f7, that support the stock-
ings,

It frequently happens that shoulder-straps
are slipped out of place by the movements of
the body, and are then-held out by the su-
perimposedclothing. This echange in the posi-
tion withtheusual shoulders-straps forsupport-
ing the stockings throws too great a strain
upon the latter, and renders the wearer un-
comfortable.

1 am well aware that stockings have been '

supported from the shoulders; but in all such
supporters, so far as they have come to my
knowledge, any change of position of the
shoulder-straps results in changing the ten-
sion upon the stocking-straps proper, whilein
my device the endless belt forming the shoul-
der-straps may change position several inches,
and as it slips freely through the rings E E’ no
change will be made in the tension upon the
stoekings.

The straps A and A/ need not cross each
other, but they may be separated, forming two
endless straps, one for each shoulder, and each
provided with a ring, E or E/, in. which it can
slide, as indicated in Fig. 2.

Any or all of the straps may.be made of
material more or less elastie, as may be pre-
ferred. . . -

Having now deseribed my invention, I claim
aS NeW-= ‘

1. The shoulder-straps A A’, combined with
the straps B B/, to the ends of which they are
united, forminhg practically an endless strap,
and with therings It E/, supporting the straps
to Le fastened to the stockings.

2. The combination of the shoulder-straps
A A’ and straps B B/, forming practically an
endless strap, adjustable in length by fasten-
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ing devices g 9, sliding rings E E’, and straps’

Jf'; connected therewith, substantially as:de."

seribed. .. ,
3. Theshounlder-straps A A/,in combination
5 with the straps B B/, forming practically an
endless strap, connecting-straps D D/, 'sliding.

rings E E', and straps’f !, substantially as-|

and for the purpose deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have heraunto set
myhands - N
CATHARINE G, FOOTE,
Witnesges:
“Eprth A. Boxp,
BERNARD J: KELLY.




