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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,522,768 
CASHBOX 

George D. Wiepert, Branford, Conn., assignor to 
The Merriam Manufacturing Company, Dur 
ham, Conn., a corporation of Connecticut 

Application January 30, 1947, Serial No. 725,312 
(C. 206-08.) 1 Claim. 

1. 
The present invention relates in general to 

receptacles and more especially to a Special re 
ceptacle of the type adapted to hold money. 
An object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved cash-box. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a cash-box having a Superior construction and 
arrangement of parts whereby coins and bills 
may be kept in the box in segregated relation 
ship and may be dispensed from the box With 
facility and dispatch. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a superior cash-box. Wherein coins of 
different value are kept in a compartmented tray 
nested normally in the upper part of the box 
while paper money of different denominations 
is held in a compartmented member beneath the 
tray so that when the tray is removed from the 
box, both the coins and paper money are readily 
available. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a cash-box having a nested coin-tray 
and Superior tray-supporting means So con 
structed that paper money of different denomina 
tions may be kept in segregated compartments 
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between the tray-Supporting means and the 
underside of the tray, while additional bills and 
rolls of coin may be stored for safekeeping in 
the bottom of the box beneath the tray-support 
ing means. 
With the above and other objects in view, as 

will appear to those skilled in the art from the 
present disclosure, this invention includes all 
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features in the said disclosure which are novel 
over the prior art. 
In the accompanying drawings, in which cer 

tain modes of carrying out the present invention 
are shown for illustrative purposes: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved 
cash-box of this invention; 
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40 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the 

cash-box of Fig. 1 with the cover open; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional elevation of the cash-box 

on its longitudinal center line; 
Fig. 4 is a sectional end elevation of the cash 45 box on Section line -4 of Fig. 2, the coin-tray 

being indicated by dotted lines in the cover; 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the cash-box 

with the coin-tray mounted in the cover; and 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the improved 

tray-Supporting means of this invention. 
For the purpose of illustrating the present in 

vention, a special receptacle, indicated generally 
at f O and hereinafter referred to as a “cash 
box,' is shown and described. The cash-box 
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2. 
0 comprises a substantially-rectangular body if 

having a cover 2 hinged thereto along its upper 
edge, both the body and cover of the box being 
made of a Suitable material such as thin sheet 
Steel or the like. 
The body of the box comprises a substan 

tially-rectangular bottom 3 and Substantially 
rectangular side and end walls 4 and 5 re 
spectively, the side and end walls of the box 
body being of Substantially uniform height and 
formed with a continuous offset flange or rim 
6 at their upper edges to provide a substan 

tially-square shoulder. A circumscribing the rim 
of the box. The shoulder 7 is adapted to con 
stitute supporting-means for the lower edges of 
the sides 8 and ends 9 of the cover 2 When 
the latter is in its closed position, as shown in 
FigS. 1 and 3, the sides and ends of the cover 
depending at Substantially right angles to the 
top 20 of the cover. Secured to the top 20 of 
the cover at substantially its geometrical center 
is a handle 2 comprising a substantially-rec 
tangular wire frame, the long side 22 of which 
constitutes a hinge-element which is held down 
on the top 20 of the cover Substantially coin 
cident with the longitudinal axis thereof by 
means of a suitable hinge-plate 23 which strad 
des the hinge-element 22 of the handle 2 and 
is welded or otherwise Secured to the cover. The 
friction-fit of the hinge-element 22 beneath the 
hinge-plate 23 is relatively tight so that the 
handle will remain in any given position as, for 
example, in a substantially-horizontal position 
flush with the top of the box, in a Substantially 
vertical position, or in a position intermediate 
its horizontal and vertical positions. In this 
connection, it will be noted on reference to Fig. 4, 
that the length of the short sides 24 of the 
handle 2 is such that when the cover has been 
swung to its open position and the handle is at 
Substantially right angles to the top 2) thereof, 
the handle is adapted to support the cover in a 
substantially-horizontal plane, provided that 
the lower end of the handle may engage a Sup 
porting-Surface lying in the horizontal plane 
of the bottom 3 of the box. Thus, when the 
cover is open and Supported in a substantially 
horizontal plane by the handle 2, as shown in 
Fig. 4, the inverted cover constitutes a shallow . 
receptacle which is adapted to support the coin 
tray of the cash-box, as shown in Fig. 5 and as 
hereinafter described. 
The coin-tray is indicated generally at 25 and 

comprises a Substantially-rectangular relatively 
shallow box, the sides 26 and ends 27 of which 
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are of a uniform height which is little more 
than one-half the height of the corresponding 
sides 4 and ends 5 of the cash-box 0. More 
over, the length and width of the coin-tray are 
somewhat less than the corresponding length 
and width of the offset-rim portion f6 of the 
cash-box O so that the tray 25 may nest in the 
upper part of the box, as shown in FigS. 2 and 
4, and also in the cover when the latter is in its 
open inverted position. Generally Speaking, the 
tray 25 has a double bottom, the outer bottom 
28 comprising a substantially-flat rectangular 
plate from the perimeter of which the sides 26 
and ends 2 respectively of the tray are bent up 
at substantial right angles to form its Substan 
tially-rectangular box-like structure. The in 
ner bottom 29 of the tray is a thin sheet of 
metal or equivalent material substantially rec 
tangular in shape having its two longitudinal 
sides 30 pinched over the corresponding top 
edges of the longitudinal sides 26 of the tray, as 
shown in Fig. 4. The portion of the inner bot 
tom 29 intermediate its upper longitudinal edges 
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30 curves downwardly in a concave cylindrical s 
surface of revolution. This inner concave bot 
tom 29 of the tray is adapted to be divided into 
a plurality of compartments by transverse par 
titions 3 which extend from one longitudinal 
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side wall 26 of the tray to the opposite side Wall. 
and at substantially right angles to the longit 
dinal axis of the tray. In the present embodi 
ment, four of these partitions 33 are used to di 
vide the tray into five separate compartments. 
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When used as a cash-box, these compartments 
are adapted to hold pennies, nickels, dimes, 
quarters and half-dollars respectively. 
The coin-tray is adapted to nest in the upper 

part of the cash-box and to be supported therein 
With its rim extending above the upper edge of 
the offset-flange 6 of the box, the vertical dis 
tance between the rim of the tray and the shoul 
der of the cash-box being slightly less than 
the height of the sides 3 of the cover, so that 
when the latter is closed on the box, there will 
be some clearance between the rim of the tray 
and the top 20 of the cover, as shown clearly in 
Fig. 3. 
The coin-tray supporting-means is indicated 

generally at 32 and as shown in Figs. 4, 5 and 6, 
comprises a bridge structure embodying a flat 
substantially-rectangular center-plate 33 having 
two longitudinal side-plates or aprons 34, the 
upper edges of which are formed integrally with 
the respective longitudinal edges of the center 
plate 33 and extend downwardly at an angle qis 
to the horizontal plane thereof. The length of 
the center-plate 33 and its respective aprons 34 
is slightly less than the over-all length of the 
cash-box, as indicated in Fig. 3, while the width 
of the center-plate 33 is substantially one-half 
the width of the cash-box. Referring to Fig. 4, 
the acute angle (b which each apron 34 makes 
with respect to the center-plate 33 of the Sup 
porting-member is such that the lower longitu 
dinal edge of each apron is adapted to Wedge 
in the corresponding right-angle bend at the 
intersection of each longitudinal edge of the 
box-bottom with its adjacent side wall 4. In 
the present embodiment each angle is equals 
Substantially 35°. In accordance with this con 
struction, the center-plate 33 of the tray-Sup 
porting bridge structure 32 is held in vertically 
spaced relationship above the bottom 3 of the 
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box, so as to provide a storage-recess 35 between 
the underside of the center-plate 33 and the 75 

4. 
bottom 3 of the cash-box. Referring to Figs. 
3, 5 and 6, the center-plate 33 of the bridge 
structure 32 is provided with a plurality of up 
Standing Substantially-vertical fins 36, each 
comprising a Substantially-rectangular sheet of 
metal or equivalent material formed integrally 
or otherwise secured to the center-plate 33 at 
Substantially right angles to the longitudinal 
axis thereof. In the preferred embodiment, 
three of these fins are shown which divide the 
center-plate into four parts, each of substan 
tially equal width. All of the fins 36 are of an 
identical height which is such that when the 
coin-tray is nested in the upper part of the 
cash-box 0, with its outer bottom 28 resting on 
the upper edges of the fins 36, a recess 37 of 
appreciable height Will be formed between the 
Outer bottom 28 of the tray and the top of the 
center-plate 33, this recess being divided into 
four compartments 38 by the three fins 36, as 
indicated clearly in Fig. 3. Each of these com 
partments is adapted to support paper money 
as, for example, one, five, ten and twenty dollar 
bills. 

It should be pointed out that the invention 
features a bridge-like coin-tray Supporting 
member 32 having downwardly-sloping sides or 
aprons 34 which permit the opposite ends of the 
bills to hang down over the corresponding edges 
of the center-plate 33, so that the effective 
length of the bills is shortened, thereby accom 
plishing an economy in the manufacture of the 
box-body, the width of which is less than the 
linear length of a bill. 

It will be manifest from the foregoing descrip 
tion that the improved cash-box of this inven 
tion is adapted to hold several species of coins 
in the coin-tray, several denominations of bills 
beneath the coin-tray and above the bottom of 
the box, and rolls of Coins and additional bills 
in the recess between the bottom of the box and 
the underside of the tray-supporting member. 
When the box is in use, the cover is adapted to 
be SWung open into the position shown in Fig. 
5, and the coin-tray removed from the box and 
placed in the inverted cover, the latter being 
Supported, as described above, by the handle in 
a substantially-horizontal position. With the 
coin-tray Supported in the cover, the bills in the 
compartments of the tray-Supporting member of 
the cash-box are uncovered and readily avail 
able. In the event additional coins or bills are 
desired, it is only necessary to pull the tray. 
supporting member up out of the body of the 
cash-box to obtain the additional coins or bills 
stored in the recess beneath the tray-Supporting 
member. it will be clear that coins of different 
Values, and paper money of Various denomina 
tions are maintained in Segregated relationship 
such that the money may be cached in or dis 
pensed from the box with facility and dispatch, 
The invention may be carried out in other 

specific ways than those herein set forth with 
out departing from the spirit and essential 
characteristics of the invention, and the present 
embodiments are, therefore, to be considered in 
all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, 
and all changes coming within the meaning and 
equivalency range of the appended claims are 
intended to be embraced therein. 
I claim: 
In a receptacle of the class described, the 

combination including a box-body; a tray ar 
ranged to nest in the upper part of said box 
body; and a tray-supporting member comprising 
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a substantially-horizontal plate substantially 
equal in length to the length of said box, the 
width of said plate being materially less than 
the width of said box, longitudinal side-pieces 
extending downwardly from opposite edges of 
Said horizontal plate and at an angle thereto, 
Whereby the lower edges of said side-pieces en 
gage the bottom of said box at opposite edges 
thereof to removably support said plate in said . 
box-body in vertically-spaced relationship to 10 Number 
the bottom thereof, and fins formed on the 
top of said plate, Said fins being substantially 
equal in length to the width of said plate and 
extending transversely of the longitudinal axis 
thereof, said fins projecting upwardly from the 
top of said plate so as to support the underside 
of Said tray and to partition the recess between 

6 
the top of said plate and the underside of said 
tray into Separate compartments. 

GEORGE D. WIEPERT. 
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