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57 ABSTRACT 

A game for bursting a toy balloon including a plat 
form, for supporting a plurality of balloons, an upright 
standard centrally disposed on the platform, a plurali 
ty of receptacles adapted to receive playing pieces 
having a pointed lower element suspended above the 
platform in circumferential fashion about the upper 
end of the standard, and elastic supporting members 
securing the receptacles to the standard and being 
deformable to lower each receptacle against the toy 
balloon therebeneath in response to the weight of 
playing pieces in the receptacle. 

3 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures 
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1. 
BALLOON BURSTING GAME APPARATUS 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to games and 
is particularly directed to game apparatus for bursting a 
balloon, or the like, to produce an explosive report. 
The invention contemplates a game apparatus for a 

plurality of players wherein a chance device is utilized 
in combination with individual players' balloon burst 
ing means. According to one aspect of the invention, 
the balloon bursting means are in the form of weight 
responsive canisters which are elastically suspended 
over inflated balloons and which receive or yield a 
number of weighted playing pieces as determined by 
the chance device in order to vary in suspense fashion, 
the proximity of the bursting means to the balloons. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

An understanding of the invention will become more 
apparent from the following description of the selected 
embodiment illustrated in the drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of the game apparatus; 
and 

FIG. 2 is an elevational view of a chance device suita 
ble for use with the game apparatus. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In the illustrated embodiment, the game apparatus, 
in general, comprises a flat and horizontal platform 
member 10, a generally central upright standard 12, a 
plurality of arms 14, suspenders 16, and canisters 18 
and a chance device 20. In general, the game apparatus 
is utilized in a suspenseful game involving the bursting 
of an inflated balloon 22. 
More particularly, the standard 12 is affixed to the 

base in a vertical configuration with the arms 14 pro 
jecting radially outwardly from the upper portion 
thereof. Each arm is rigid and supports a canister 18 by 
means of a deformable suspender 16, such as an elastic 
rope or band. The canister 18 is cup-shaped and 
therefor adapted to receive a plurality of weighted 
playing pieces 24 which may be marbles, steel balls or 
the like. At the lower end of the canister is a pin 26 
which is downwardly pointed at the balloon secured 
immediately below to the base 10 by means of a retain 
ing strap 28 such as a rubber band. 

Generally, it is intended that the game apparatus be 
used by a number of players who, in turn, place or 
remove one or more of the weighted pieces 24 from 
their receptacle 18, as directed by the chance device 
20. As the number of playing pieces in a canister in 
creases, the increase in weight will cause the suspender 
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16 to elongate and lower the pin 26 to the balloon and 
finally cause bursting of the same. Each player is as 
signed a canister nearest him and the player who first 
bursts his balloon is the loser of the game; the last 
player with his balloon intact being the winner. The 
rules of the game and the chance device for directing 
the play of the game may include instructions for a 
player to add or remove pieces from his own or from an 
opponent's suspended canister 18. 
One form of the game might utilize elastic or flexile 

arms 14 which would bend under loading, instead of 
this EilifferinSaginier 
inelastic suspenders. Further, the chance device could 
be a deck of playing cards having instructions with re 
gard to the play of the game, instead of the spinner 
device 20. Still further, the retaining means 28 could be 
a retaining wall or ridge to prevent lateral movement of 
the balloon instead of a strap. Other and various 
modifications to the particular apparatus shown and 
described will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
without departing from the true scope of the invention 
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as defined in the claims appended. 
I claim: 
1. Game apparatus for bursting a toy balloon com 

prising: v 

a generally planar horizontal platform member; 
an upstanding supporting standard fixed to a central 

portion of said platform member in vertically ex 
tending relation thereto; 

a plurality of playing pieces; 
a plurality of receptacles disposed radially from said 

standard in spaced relation therearound above 
said platform member said receptacles being 
adapted to receive a plurality of said playing pieces 
and having a pointed element on their lower end; . 

means on said platform for securing a toy balloon in 
inflated condition thereto under each said recepta 
cle, and , 

supporting means between each said receptacle and 
said standard for securing said receptacles to said 
standard, said supporting, means including an 
elastic member deformable to lower said recepta 
cle against said toy balloon in response to the 
weight of playing pieces in said receptacle 
whereby said pointed element will puncture said 
balloon and produce an explosive report. 

2. The invention of claim 1 wherein said supporting 
means comprises arm portions secured at one end to 
said standard and projecting radially therefrom, and 
string securing said receptacle to the other end of said 
arm portion, said string being the elastic member. 

3. The invention of claim 2 wherein said arm portion 
is the elastic member. 
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