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Description

The present invention relates to hair
accessories and more particularly a hair
accessory comprising a fringe adapted in use to
be attached to the head of a user and to overlie a
front part of the hair and the forehead of the user,
the fringe having a free edge and remotely there-
from a rear edge secured to and along a substan-
tial part of the length of a member to be
supported on the head of the user. Such an
accessory is known from GB—A—1.035.195 but
as described therein the accessory has the dis-
advantage of being in the form of a switch of hair
shaped as a bang which occupies a relatively
short central portion of the head of the user and
so has severe limitations as regards the change in
appearance of the user which its employment
effects.

According to the present invention there is
provided an accessory for the hair of the kind set
forth characterised in that the member comprises
a head band adapted, in use, releasably to
engage, to be self-supporting on and to extend
substantially from ear to ear over a forward part
of the head of the user whereby the fringe
attached thereto extends substantially from ear to
ear of the wearer.

The invention provides a useful fashion
accessory which can be made at moderate cost
and easily removably fitted to the head to cause a
change in the appearance of the wearer. Further,
because the accessory of the invention provides a
head band and fringe which, when the accessory
is worn, extends substantially from ear to ear of
the user, the fringe can be of a compaosition which
imparts a dramatic change in the appearance of
the user who may use a number of accessories
according to the invention with respective differ-
ent fringes from which to select the appearance it
is desired to present.

Suitably, the head band may be a closed loop or
may be in the form of an arch, the free ends of
which are resiliently separable to facilitate
engagement and retention of the band on the
user’s head and to the inner surface of which over
a substantial part of the length thereof is attached
the rear edge of the fringe. A suitable material for
the arch is resilient plastics. The fringe may
consist of real or synthetic hair, or strips depend-
ing from the head band, for example, a curved
band of resilient material. The strips could be any
desired shapes, such as elongated diamond
shapes and a suitable material is coloured plastic.
The strips may be attached so as to depend in
overlapping fashion. As another alternative, the
fringe could comprise strings of beads depending
from the securing means. The strips or strings of
beads could be releasably attached to a head
band to permit interchanging.

In one form, there is provided a subsidiary band
attached to both the fringe and the head band.
The subsidiary band may be permanently
attached to the head band or alternatively there
could be releasable attachment means, such as
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material sold under the trade mark ‘“'Veicro”
between the two bands.

Portions of the fringe may be coloured in
respective different colours and, if bright colours
are used, special effects can be achieved.

In one preferred form of the present invention,
the fringe has two or more layers of hair or other
material each attached to the head band, so as in
use to overlie the forehead on the user. This
would permit an appearance of layering if the
fringe was suitably cut or arranged. Advan-
tageously, two or more of the layers respectively
comprise material of different colours. For
example, one layer could be biue and another
layer red. The accessory may be supplied with a
complete overlap. between the layers when
attached to the head band, so that only the front
layer is visible. The customer can then cut the
front layer as desired to reveal an area of the
differently coloured layer directly behind. Alterna-
tively, the accessory could be sold with two or
more layers of different lengths overlapping so as
to present, in use, different coloured portions of
respective layers. Each layer could comprise
material of more than one colour, with for
example a common colour such as silver being
present in each layer.

The invention will now be described, by way of
example, with reference to the accompanying
diagrammatic drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a view of an embodiment of an
accessory according to the present invention;

Figure 2 is a view of the accessory of Figure 1
on the head of a user;

Figure 3 is a view of a second embodiment of
an accessory according to the present invention
on the head of a user;

Figure 4 is a view of constituent parts of the
accessory of Figure 3;

Figure 5 is a view of a third embodiment of an
accessory according to the invention on the head
of a user;

Figure 6 is a view of the constituent parts of the
accessory of Figure 5;

Figure 7 is a view of a fourth embodiment of an
accessory according to the invention where the
fringe comprises strips;

Figure 8 is a view of the accessory of Figure 7
on a wearer;

Figure 9 is a view of a fifth embodiment of an
accessory according to the invention comprising
differently shaped strips;

Figure 10 is a view of a sixth embodiment of an
accessory according to the invention comprising
strings of beads;

Figure 11 is a view in more detail of part of the
accessory of Figure 10 showing two strings of
beads on a securing means; and

Figure 12 is a view of the accessory of Figures
10 and 11 on a wearer.

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, an accessory is
shown comprising a fringe 11 and a securing
means. The securing means comprises a head
band 13 composed of firm plastics material in an
arch in the shape of a horseshoe. The free ends of
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the band are resiliently separable to facilitate
engagement and retention on the head with ends
17 located behind the ears of the user. The rear
underside edge of the band is formed with a row
of serrations 21 which assist in retaining the
fringe in position. Fringe 11 is composed of
synthetic hair and the upper edge is glued
between a double length of fabric strip 23. One
edge of the strip 23 is glued to the underside of
the band 13 forwardly of the serrations, to extend
along most of the length of the band so that in use
the fringe extends substantially from ear to ear of
the user.

In use, as shown in Figure 2, the accessory is
positioned on the user’s head with the serrations
engaging the hair or head of the user 15 and the
fringe 11 overlying the forehead on the user, the
fabric strip 23 being hidden beneath the band 13.

Referring to Figures 3 and 4, there is shown a
second accessory comprising a fringe 51, in two
layers 53 and 55, attached to a hair band 13 of the
same kind as the band shown in Figures 1 and 2,
having serrations 21.

The securing means of the accessory also
comprises subsidiary bands or strips 57 and 59
consisting of double lengths of fabric similar to
strip 23, with the edges of layers 53 and 55 of the
fringe 51 glued between the two lengths of the
respective strips 57 and 59. The layers 53 and 55
are composed of imitation hair, layer 53 being
light in colour and layer 55 being dark. The lower
edges 61, 63 of the layers are cut to similar zig-zag
shapes, with the length of hairs in the darker layer
being on the average longer. To form the com-
plete article shown in Figure 3, the two strips 57
and 59 are glued to the underside of the head
band 13 so that in use the strips are not visible
and the darker layer 55 lies beneath the lighter
one 53 with the zig-zag lower edge 63 appearing
beneath the similarly-cut edge 61 of the layer 53
to display the two colours and the zig-zags in a
striking manner. The accessory can be supplied
complete and in order to wear it, the band 13 is
positioned on the head of the user so that the
ends thereof lie behind the user’s ears and the
serrations 21 engage the user’s own head or hair,
with the two layers of the fringe 51 extending
forwards. The central portion of the band can be
moved up and down the head to select a position
for the fringe extending over mare or less of the
user’s forehead, as desired.

Figures 5 and 6 show a third embodiment of the
invention which has a similar construction to the
embodiment of Figures 3 and 4, the main differ-
ence residing in the layers of the fringe 69, of
which there are four: 71, 73, 75 and 77. The two
layers 71 and 77 are the same colour whilst the
layers 73 and 75 are both different colours which
contrast with the first colour. For example, layers
71 and 77 couid be black, layer 73 blue and layer
75 white to give the effect of an eye in the
complete fringe. Layer 71 is attached directly by
any suitable means to band 13, whiist the other
layers 73, 75 and 77 are attached to respective
fabric strips 81, 83 and 85. In the complete article
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the strips are attached to the underside of the
band 13 in front of the layer 71, layer 77 foremost,
layer 73 on top of rear layer 71 and layer 75
between this and the front layer.

it will be appreciated that any number of
accessories all differing in appearance can be
made by varying the colours and materials of the
layers, their lengths and the shapes of their lower
edges, and by appropriate attachment of the
upper edges of the layers so that at least a portion
of each layer is visible. Fringes with one or more
layers of real or synthetic hair resembling the
colour of the user’s own hair could be used to
create a fringe or to supplement an existing
fringe. For more noticeable effects, the fringe
could be formed of straight, brightly coloured real
or synthetic hair, or formed of ringlets in one or
more colours. Both ends of the fringe material
could be joined to the hair band or the double
fabric strips so that the fringe is formed of loops.
Furthermore, layers could be attached by stitch-
ing rather than glue to the strips such as 23, or the
fabric strips could be replaced by plastic or metal
strips with the fringe material (e.g. plastic imita-
tion hair) glued or fused thersto. The strips need
not be permanently connected to the head band
13, and attachment means such as releasable
poppers or “Velcro” (trade mark) could provide
the connection. One side of the “Velcro” could be
attached to the strips supporting the fringe layers
and the other side secured, instead of to a hair
band such as band 13, to the underside of an
elasticated hair band formed in a loop, for
example, or a head scarf, hat or any kind of head-
dress. Alternatively, the layers could be attached
directly to band 13 by any suitable means such as
glue or fusing. The layers could also be sewn or
otherwise attached to a woven layer which is
attached by glue or the like to a head band. The
horseshoe-shaped band 13 with serrations is
convenient because it is easily received and
retained on the head and is adjustable for height.
However, it could be replaced by a complete loop
such as a wire circle wrapped in silk or satin, with
a fringe attached to one section thereof. This form
is particularly suitable for the attachment of soft
ringlets.

Instead of being provided as a complete article,
the accessory of Figures 3 and 4 or Figures 5 and 6
could be supplied in the form of a kit of parts
comprising a head band and a plurality of strips
with layers of fringe attached thereto. Accessories
could be provided with fringe layers pre-cut to the
desired shape or, preferably, there could be
several layers, all of a uniform length and in
different colours. A user can follow a pattern or
design a fringe by cutting some or all of the layers
before or after attaching them to the head band. If
the layers are removable and some layers remain
unused, different fringes can be created from the
kit.

The material of the fringe need not resemble
hair, but could be composed of strips of materials
such as metal, plastic, fabric or the like. Examples
of such fringes are illustrated in Figures 7 to 12.
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Referring now to Figures 7 and 8 there is shown
an accessory for the hair comprising a fringe 91
formed of a large number of strips 93 having
elongated diamond shapes, all attached to a
securing means consisting of a hair band 95.

The strips 93 are formed of brightly coloured
plastics material with a metallic finish and each
strip at its upper end is attached to the hair band
95 by glue, heat welding or any other suitable
means. The strips are thin and lightweight so that
they hang in overlapping fashion and tend to
swing and vary in relative positions as the wearer
moves. There are three different colours of elon-
gated diamond-shaped strips 93 (e.g. red, pink
and orange), giving a striking effect.

The hair band 95 is a resilient strip of firm
plastics material, similar to band 13 of Figures 1 to
6. The band is curved, so that the two ends 97 can
be located behind the ears of the wearer, to retain
the fringe in the desired position, and the rear
underside edge (not shown) is formed with a row
of serrations as in band 13 to assist in retaining
the fringe in position.

Figure 8 shows the fringe 91 and band 95 on the
head of a wearer 99. The fringe is worn with a
matching belt 101 having the same colour
scheme and comprising plastic strips 103
attached to a band 105.

Figure 9 shows a second kind of accessory
having plastic strips instead of real or imitation
hair, again with a resilient plastics head band 95,
but with differently shaped plastics strips 111
forming a fringe 113. The strips 111 all have the
same basic zig-zag shape and are cut to length to
give a straight edge to the fringe. The strips 111,
like strips 93, are made of lightweight plastics
material with a metallic finish and they are
attached to band 95 so as to alternate in colour
with slight overlap of the zig-zags.

Referring now to Figures 10, 11 and 12, these
Figures show a head band 95 with a fringe 117
comprising strings 119 of beads 121. As shown
most clearly in Figure 11, a number of threads is
attached to the band 75 and each thread carries a
variety of small beads 121 of different colours and
sizes. As shown in Figure 12, the beads of the
fringe 117 can be co-ordinated with similar beads
of a necklace 123 on a wearer 125.

Strips similar to those in Figures 7, 8 and 9
could be formed of any suitable material such as
metal, plastic or fabric, in any desired shapes.
They could be attached to the head band by
stitching, glue or fusing for example, or in a
releasable manner using poppers, hooks, “Vel-
cro” (trade mark) or the like. Instead of being flat,
the strips may be coiled or crimped to create
special effects. Strings of beads, if used alterna-
tively or in addition to strips, can include beads or
similar objects of sizes, shapes and materials as
desired. The beads could be permanently strung
on threads of cotton, nylon or the like if the
threads are fixed to the head band. If the threads
are looped so as to be engaged on hooks on the
head band, or are otherwise removable from the
band, the beads could be replaced by different
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beads to suit the colour combination of particular
clothes or accessories of the wearer.

Accessories such as those shown in Figures 7 to
12 could be made up from a kit of parts consisting
of varieties of strips and/or beads or strings of
beads so that the wearer can choose the kind of
fringe to attach to the securing means. The
accessory or kit of parts could be sold with
matching accessories of different kinds, such as
belts, necklaces or bracelets.

Claims

1. A hair accessory comprising a fringe (11)
adapted in use to be attached to the head of a user
(15} and to overlie a front part of the hair and
forehead of the user, the fringe having a free edge
and remotely therefrom a rear edge secured to
and along a substantial part of the length of a
member to be supported on the head of the user,
characterised in that said member comprises a
head band (13) adapted, in use, releasably to
engage, to be self-supporting on and to extend
substantially from ear to ear over a forward part
of the head of the user whereby the fringe
attached thereto extends substantially from ear to
ear of the wearer.

2. An accessory as claimed in Claim 1, charac-
terised in that the head band comprises a horse-
shoe-shaped arch made of rigid material and
having free ends which are resiliently separable
to facilitate engagement and retention of the arch
on the head of the user, the fringe being attached
to an inner surface of the arch.

3. An accessory as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim
2, characterised in that the fringe comprises strips
{(93), and/or strings of beads (119), depending
from the head band.

4. An accessory as claimed in Claim 3, charac-
terised in that the fringe comprises strips attached
to the arch so as to depend in overlapping
fashion. ]

5. An accessory as claimed in any one of Claims
2 to 4, characterised in that the inner surface of
the arch (13) is formed rearwardly of the attach-
ment thereto of the fringe (11) with projections
(21) extending therefrom for engaging the head
or hair of the user to retain the arch in position.

6. An accessory as claimed in any preceding
claim, characterised in that there is provided a
subsidiary band (57) attached to both the fringe
and the head band.

7. An accessory as claimed in Claim 8, charac-
terised in that complementary releasable attach-
ment means are attached respectively on the
subsidiary band and the head band.

8. An accessory as claimed in any preceding
claim, characterised in that the fringe has two or
more layers (53, 55) similarly or differently
coloured each attached to the head band so as, in
use, to overlie the forehead on the user.

Patentanspriiche

1. Zubehdr zur Haarpflege in der Ausbildung
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einer Franse (11), die flir eine Befestigung am
Kopf ihres Benutzers (15) vorgesehen ist und
dabei einen vorderen Haarbereich und die Stirn
des Benutzers (iberdeckt, wobei die Franse einen
freien Rand und abgewandt dazu einen hinteren
Rand aufweist, der an einem zur Abstlitzung am
Kopf des Benutzers vorgesehenen Teil ldngs einer
wesentlichen Erstreckung seiner Lange befestigt
ist, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dal? das Teil mit
einem Kopfband (13) gebildet ist, welches im
Gebrauch fiir eine |losbare Festlegung sowie fur
eine selbsttragende Anordnung und fiir eine
Erstreckung im wesentlichen von Ohr zu Ohr Gber
einen vorderen Kopfbereich des Benutzers vorge-
sehen ist, so dad die an ihm befestigte Franse im
wesentlichen von Ohr zu Ohr des Benutzers ver-
lauft.

2. Zubehér nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daR das Kopfband einen aus einem
steifen Material bestehenden hufeisenférmigen
Bogen bildet, dessen freie Enden elastisch-
federnd trennbar sind, um die Festlegung und das
Halten des Bogens am Kopf des Benutzers zu
erleichtern, wobei die Franse an der Innenflache
des Bogens befestigt ist.

3. Zubehdr nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, daf die Franse mit Streifen (93)
und/oder mit Perischniiren (119) gebildet ist, die
von dem Kopfband herabhéngen.

4. Zubehdr nach Anspruch 3, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daR die Franse mit Streifen gebildet ist,
die an dem Bogen derart befestigt sind, daB sie
sich beim Herabhangen wechseiseitig Uber-
lappen.

5. Zubehor nach einem der Anspriche 2 bis 4,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daR die Innenflache des
Bogens (13) rtickwarts von der Befestigungsstelle
der Franse (11) mit Vorspringen (21} ausgebildet
ist, die sich fur eine Berihrung mit dem Kopf oder
dem Haar des Benutzers zum &rtlichen Festhaiten
des Bogens erheben.

6. Zubehdr nach einem der vorhergehenden
Ansprliche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dafy ein
sowohl! an der Franse als auch an dem Kopfband
befestigtes Hilfsband (57) vorgesehen ist.

7. Zubehdér nach Anspruch 8, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daR komplementédr |Osbare Befesti-
gungsmittel an dem Hiifsband und an dem Kopf-
band befestigt sind.

8. Zubehor nach einem der vorhergehenden
Ansprliche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dal’ die
Franse aus zwei oder mehr ahnlich oder ver-
schieden gefarbten Lagen (53, 55) besteht, die an
dem Kopfband jeweils derart befestigt sind, daR
sie im Gebrauch die Stirn des Benutzers Uber-
decken.
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Revendications

1. Accessoire pour chevelure comprenant une
frange (11) prévue, en utilisation, pour étre atta-
chée a la téte d'un utilisateur (15} et pour recouv-
rir une partie avant des cheveux et du front de
I‘utilisateur, la frange présentant un bord libre et,
4 I'opposé de celui-ci, un bord arriére fixé a une
partie substantielle de la longueur d'uh élément
de maniére a étre supportée sur la téte de |'utilisa-
teur, caractérisé en ce que ledit élément com-
prend un bandeau de téte (13) prévu, en utilisa-
tion, pour s'engager de fagon libérable, pour étre
auto-porteur et pour s'étendre sensibiement
d'une oreille a l'autre sur une partie avant de la
téte de l'utilisateur, de sorte que la frange atta-
chée a ce bandeau s’étend sensiblement d’une
oreille a I'autre du porteur.

2. Accessoire suivant la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que le bandeau de téte com-
prend un arceau en forme de fer a cheval fabriqué
en une matiére rigide et présentant des extré-
mités libres qui peuvent é&tre écartées élastique-
ment {'une de l'autre pour faciliter 'engagement
et le maintien de I'arceau sur la téte de l'utilisa-
teur, la frange étant attachée a une surface inté-
rieure de |'arceau.

3. Accessoire suivant la revendication 1 ou la
revendication 2, caractérisé en ce que la frange
comprend des laniéres (93), et/ou des chapelets
de perles (19}, qui pendent a partir du bandeau de
téte.

4. Accessoire suivant la revendication 3,
caractérisé en ce que la frange comprend des
laniéres attachées a l'arceau de maniére a pendre
en chevauchement.

5. Accessoire suivant I'une quelconque des
revendications 2 a 4, caractérisé en ce que la
surface intérieure de I'arceau (13) comporie, vers
I'arriére de la fixation de la frange (11) a I'arceau,
des saillies (21) partant de |'arceau de maniére a
venir en contact avec la téte ou la chevelure de
{‘utilisateur pour retenir {'arceau en position.

6. Accessoire suivant l'une quelcongue des
revendications précédentes, caractérisé en ce
qu'il est prévu un bandeau secondaire (57) fixé a
la fois a la frange et au bandeau de téte.

7. Accessoire suivant la revendication 6,
caractérisé en ce que des moyens de fixation libé-
rable complémentaires sont attachés respective-
ment sur le bandeau secondaire et le bandeau de
téte.

8. Accessoire suivant l'une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, caractérisé en ce que
la frange comprend deux couches ou davantage
(63, 55), de couleur sembiable ou différente,
attachées chacune au bandeau de téte de fagon a
recouvrir, en utilisation, le front de |'utilisateur.
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