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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ALLEN M. ELROD, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Mutes for Cornets and 
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the Like, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in mutes for cornets 
and the like. . . " 

In the use of mutes of the type heretofore 
generally used it has been impossible to use 
a mute with any cornet without changing 
the pitch of some of then, the mute some 
times making the instrument flat and some 
times sharp, and furthermore a nute which 
could be used with one cornet and not change 
its pitch would when used in connection 
with another cornet change the latter's 
pitch. 
The object of my invention is to produce 

a mute which will obviate these difficulties 
by providing it with means by which the 
pitch of the cornet when the mute is used 
can be varied by adjusting a part of the 
nute. 

30 

45 

50 

55 

With these and other objects in view my 
invention consists in a mute provided with 
adjustable means, so that the pitch of a co 
net or the like will not be changed when the 
mute is used with it. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide a mute having an open end adapted 
to project into the bell of a cornet, and pro 
vided with a tube the length of which can 
be adjusted so that the tube will extend dif 
ferent distances into the interior of the 
mute, in order that the pitch of the cornet 
will be the same when used with the mute 
as it is when the mute is not used. 
My inventioh further consists in certain 

combinations, constructions and arrange 
ments of parts the preferred form of which 
will be first described in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, and then the in 
vention particularly pointed out in the ap 
pended claims. 

Referring to the drawing wherein the 
same part is designated by the same refer 
ence numeral wherever it occurs, Figure 1 
is a perspective view of the preferred form 
of my mute: Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal 
section of the bell of a cornet with my mute 
in position therein; Fig. 3 is a central lon 

gitudinal section of the mute showing the 
tone-adjusting device in one position in full 
lines, and in another position in dotted 
lines, and Fig. 4 is a cross section taken on 
line 4, 4 of Fig. 3. 60 

5 designates a bell end of the cornet or . . 
other similar wind instrument with which . . . a litute may be used. 

6 designates the mute which is shown as: 
being substantially pear-shaped and hollow, 65 
being open ai its smaller end and closed at , 
its larger or 3 lb end. Preferably, and as 
shown, the 'mute is formed of a body of 
papier mâché. or the like 7, covered by 

70 leather or similar material 8. The neck por 
bas 

tion of the mute is preferably provided 
with a plurality of longitudinally extending -- 
ribs 9, adapted to engage the interior of the 
bell to hold the mute in position, and to 
provide a plurality of spaces between the 
ribs through which the tone from the cornet 
may escape. 
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Mounted in the open end of the mute is 
the tone-adjusting device, which comprises 
a tube so constructed that its length can be 
varied to vary the tone produced by the 
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cornet when the mute is in position. In the 
form of my invention shown the adjustment 
of the length of the tube is effected by form 
ing the tube in two sections, one of which 
is movable into and dit of the other section, 
so as to vary the total length of the tube. 
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In the form of my invention shown the 
tone-adjusting device is formed of a tube 
section 10, the outer edge of which is turned 
over the edge of the opening in the mute to 
finish the end of the Inute. Adjustably 
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mounted in the tube section 10 is the section 
11, which can be moved to extend varying 
distances out of the inner end of the section 
10, so as to increase or decrease the total 
length of the tuning device. In order to 
effect this adjustment. I have shown the sec 
tion 10 as being interiorly threaded at its 
inner end portion only and the tube section 
11 exteriorly threaded for its entire length. 
By turning the tube section 11 the same can 
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consequently be moved farther into or out 
of the tube section 10, thus increasing or de 
creasing the length of the tuning device and 
consequently the distance that the tuning 
device extends into the mute. I have dis 
covered that the shorter the tube extending 
into the mute is the higher will be the pitch 
of the cornet, or other wind instrument 
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when the mute is in position in the bell 
thereof, and that the pitch of the instru 
ment can be lowered by increasing the 
length of this tube to cause it to extend far 

5 ther into the interior of the mute, which 
adjustment in the form of my invention 
illustrated is effected by turning the exte 
riorly threaded tube section 11 in a direc 
tion to cause it to move through the tube 

10 section 10 toward the bulb end of the mute. 
Consequently if with the tube section 10 of 
the tone adjusting device in the position 
shown in full lines in Fig. 3, it is found 
when the mute is placed in position in the 

15 instrument with which it is to be used, that 
the mute sharps the note, then by turning 
the tube section 11 in a direction to cause it 
to move toward the position indicated by 
dotted lines, the note will gradually be low 

20 ered until the note is the same when sounded 
with the mute in position that it is when 
sounded without the mute. 

I realize that considerable variation is 
possible in the details of construction and 

25 arrangement of parts without departing 
from the spirit of my invention, and I there 
fore do not intend to limit myself to the 

'specific form shown and described. 
Having thus described my invention what 

80 I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
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ters Patent is: ... " 

1. A mute comprising a hollow body 
adapted to be inserted into the bell of a 
cornet or the like, said mute having its outer 
end closed and its inner end open, a tuning 
tube extending into the inner end of the 
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mute, and means whereby the length of the tube may be adjusted 
2. A mute comprising a hollow body 

adapted to be inserted into the bell of a cor 
net or the like, said mute having its outer 
end closed and its inner end open, a tuning 
tube extending into the open end of the 
mute, said tube comprising two tube sec 
tions, one within the other, said inner sec 
tion being adjustably mounted within the 
outer section, and said outer Section being 
secured to the inner end of the mute with 
the tube projecting into the mute. 

3. A mute comprising a hollow body 
adapted to be inserted into the bell of a cor 
net or the like, said mute having its outer 
end closed and its inner end open, a tuning 
tube comprising an inner Section and an 
outer section, said inner section being Screw 
threaded on its exterior, said outer section 
having a screw thread at its lower end on 
its interior, whereby said inner section may 
be turned within the outer section, so as to 
vary the length of the tuning tube, and the 
outer end of said outer section being secured 
within the open end of the mute, whereby 
said tuning tube will project into the mute 
and the length of the tube extending into 
the mute may be adjusted. 

in presence of two Witnesses. 
ALLEN M. ELROD. 

Witnesses: 
EDWARD S. RoGERs, MARGARET SHICALY. 
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature 


