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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that we, LAWRENCE HEILAND
and CHARLES E. BRONSON, citizens of the
United States of America, residing at Defi-
ance, in the county of Defiance and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Fence-Posts, of which the
following is a specification, reference- being
had therem to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to an 1mp10vement
in fence-posts; and it has for its objects, first,
to provide means for holding the posts firmly
in the ground against vertical and lateral dis-
placement, and, secondly, to provide means
for accomplishing a rigid connection between
the posts and their attached base-plates and
anchor-plates.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts of a fence-
post, as will hereinafter be fully described
and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a section of fencmg,a por-
tion being in section in order to show the
relative posmon of the base-plates and the
anchor-plates and also the means for causing
a rigid connection between the posts and
thelr respective plates. TFig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of one ¢f the plates, showing its
under side provided with a recess surround-
ing an opening through which the post is in-
serted when the plate is being placed in po-
sition.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
section of fencing, consisting in this instance
of two posts B and a series of parallel wires
C. The posts are constructed, preferably, of

angle or L shaped bar metal, and one of the |

ﬂanoes 1 of each of the posts is provided
Wlth a plurality of openings, through which
the wires C are passed and are held securely
in place by means of wires 2, which are passed
through the openings in the flanges and are
tw1sted around the parallel wires, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1.

D deswnates the base-plate, which is pref-
erably recta,ngular in form and constructed
of anysuitable material—such as terra-cotta,
wood, or metal-—and is provided with a cen-
tral aperture 3, through which is inserted the
lower end of the post,a pin 4, passing through
the said end, serving to prevent the post from
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] being removed from the plate by vertical

strain. The said plate is provided with a re-
cess 5, which is located on its underside, sur-
rounding the aperture 3, and is also prefer-
ably rectangular in form and subserves a
purpose that will presently appear.

E designates the anchor-plate, which is of
the same contour and construction as the
base-plate, with the exception that it is some-
what larger, in order to present a greater su-
perficial area to the impacted earth when the
post is in position, whereby any tendency on
the part of the post to lateral displacement,
as from the strain incident to the tightening
of the parallel wires or from any other cause,
will be counteracted.

In constructing a fence with the above-de-
scribed post the base-plate D is passed over
the lower end of the post and the pin 4 is
placed in position and rests in the recess 5.
A suitable cement is now filled in between the
post and the walls of the aperture in which

it rests, which cement also fills the recess 5

and not only prevents the ‘accidental loss of
the pin, but also securely locks the post in
the plate against any rotary movement, inas-
much as the rectangular shape of the recess
will prevent the turning of cement therein
and with it keep the post from turning. The

post is now set in the post-hole and the earth is

filled in and packed to within a few inches
of the surface, and the anchor-plate is then
placed in position and cemented firmly in
placeinthe mannerjustdescribed, after which
the remaining earth is packed in the post-
hole. The parallel wires are now secured in
place, as described, thus completing the fence.

It is obvious that this . manner of securing
the two plates in position may be adopted
when wooden posts are employed; but for
many reasons metallic posts are preferred
and of the form described as possessing the
greatest strength, and also as presenting the
best contour for the cement to take hold of.

Having thus fully deseribed our invention,
what we clann as new,and desu'e to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1.Ina fence, a base-plate having a vertical
aperture and a recess in- its under side sur-
rounding theaperture, said recess beinglarger
than the aperture, an anchor-plate having a
like aperture and recess, an angular post
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passed through theapertures in the respective
plates, and a suitable cement filling within
the apertures and the recesses for holding
the post in position.

2. In a fence, a base-plate having a vertical
aperture and a rectangularrecessinits under
side surrounding the aperture, an anchor-
plate having a like aperture and recess, an
L-shaped post resting in the apertures in the
1o respective plates.and keyed to the base-plate,
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and a cement filling within the apertures and
the recesses. . ) .

In testimony whereof we affix oursignatures
in presence of two witnesses.

LAWRENCE HEILAND.
CHARLES E. BRONSON.
Witnesses:
WiLLiAM D. HiLL,
W. C. SMITH.




