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Application filed September 20, 1927, serial No. 220,739, and in Great Britain October 7, 1926. 
This invention has reference to containers 

for surgeons ligatures. Such ligatures are 
usually supplied in bundles, each ligature 
being about 12 to 15 inches long. 
My invention has for its object to provide 

a container whereby ligatures can be con 
veniently carried and from which single lig 
atures can be readily withdrawn as required. 
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Towards this end the improved container 
comprises a cylindrical box wherein a bundle 
of ligatures can be housed, the cylindrical 
wall of said box having an opening therein, 
a resilient tongue located opposite said open 
ing over which the bundle of ligatures are 
passed and by which the ligatures are se 
curely held in position with a portion there 
of projecting through or adjacent said open 
ing, in combination with a cover which nor 
mally covers said opening and protects the 
ligatures and which can be moved to un 
cover the opening so that ligatures can be 
withdrawn as required. 
A preferred construction of the improved 

container comprises a cylindrical box, the 
cylindrical wall of which is cut to form a 
tongue or tongues and, which tongue or 
tongues is, or are, further provided with a 
hole punched or otherwise formed therein. 
A lid provided with a cylindrical wall en 

closes the box, the wall of the lid being pro 
vided with an opening therein. 
In use the ligatures lie in a coil within the 

box and are threaded through the hole or 
holes in the tongue or tongues so that a por 
tion thereof is exposed or exterior thereto. 
The lid is then fitted over the box, the 

wall of the lid normally covering the ex 
posed portion of the ligatures. 
When it is desired to withdraw a ligature 

the lid is given a partial rotary movement to 
bring the opening in the wall thereof into 
register with the portion of the ligatures ex 
terior of the tongue or tongues. A ligature 
can then be withdrawn from the container 
after which the lid is again given a partial 
rotary movement to again cover the exposed 
portion of the ligatures. 
The tongue or tongues is, or are, slightly 

turned inwardly so that the portion of the 
ligatures lying on the outer face thereof 
does not prevent the lid being placed over 
the cylindrical box. The tongue or tongues 
being slightly resilient also serves or serve 
to prevent too free a movement of the lid. 
In order that my invention will be prop 

erly understood I have hereunto appended 

an explanatory sheet of drawings illustrat 
ing by Way of example, a preferred embodi 
ment of my invention and whereon:- 

Figure 1 is an elevation of the improved 60 
container showing the parts in their nor 
mal position. 

Figure 2 is a similar view but showing the 
parts forming the container in their rela 
tive positions when it is desired to with- 65 
draw a ligature. 

Figure 3 is a sectional plan view on the 
lines 3-3 Figure 1. - 

Figure 4 is a sectional plan view on the 
lines 4-4 Figure 2. 70 

Figure 5 is a section on the line 5-5 Fig 
ure 3 and - 

Figure 6 is a section on the line 6-6 Fig 
ure 4. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the con- 75 
tainer the covering cap thereof being re 
moved. 

Referring to the drawings:-- s 
The receptacle comprises essentially a box 

like cylindrical receptacle a and a lid or 80 
cover b. The wall of the receptacle is cut 
vertically at c see Fig. 2, and horizontally at 
d to form two tonguese and f having holes 
e' and f respectively punched therein. Said 
tongues are turned slightly inwardly. The S5 
cylindrical wall of the lid is provided with 
a hole or slot g. 
The top of the lid portion is recessed as at 

h, to form a receptacle for needles or other in 
struments, the bottom of the recess being pro- 90 
vided with a number of perforations p. 
cap i is removably fitted on the lid, being con 
veniently secured thereto by a bayonet joint. 
For this purpose the lid is provided with two 
projections i and the cap is cut away as at k; 95 
to permit it being slipped over said projec 

...tions. 
The ligatures are enclosed within the re 

ceptacle a, being threaded through the hole 
e', over the ends of the two tongues and 100 
through the holef". A coil of ligatures m, is 
indicated in dotted lines Figures 3 and 4, and 
a portion of the coil is shown in Figure 7. 
The lid when in its normal position, covers 

and protects the portion of the ligatures ex- 105 
terior to the said tongues. - 
Should it be found necessary to withdraw 

a ligature it is simply necessary to partly 
rotate the lid portion b relative to the box 
portion a so that the opening 9 registers with 110 
the portion of the ligatures exterior to the 
tongues as indicated in Figs. 2, 4, 6 and 7. A 
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ligature can then be easily withdrawn and 
the lid again partly rotated with respect to 
the box portion so that the ligatures are again 
completely covered. 
The tongues serve to maintain the ligatures 

in position and, as they are slightly resilient, 
the ligatures are normally pressed against 
the wall of the lid thereby holding the latter 
in position. 
The ligatures can thereby be carried in a 

compact and clean manner and withdrawn as 
required without being fingered or allowed 
to come in contact with foreign matter, and 
Without danger of a number of ligatures be 
ing unintentionally withdrawn at Once and 
thereby probably rendered useless. 
The needles and other articles carried in 

the recess provided in the lid portion may be 
sterilized in the usual mannel, by Subjecting 
same to the action of steam, the steam enter 
ing the recessed portions through holes pro 
vided at the bottom of the recess. 

If desired the container may be provided 
with means for holding needles comprising 
a helical spring between the coils of which 
needles can be inserted as indicated in dotted 
lines Figure 7 whereon n indicates the spring 
and 0 the needles. m 

It will be understood that by ligatures I 
mean all forms of threads used by Surgeons 
and doctors for binding and Sewing. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A container comprising a cylindrical box 

wherein a bundle of ligatures can be housed, 
two adjacent tongues formed by cutting the 
cylindrical wall of said box, a hole provided 
in each of said tongues So that the ligatures 
can be threaded through said holes and over 
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the ends of the tongues, and a cylindrical cas 
ing enclosing said Wall of the box, the cas 
ing having an opening therein, which can be 
brought into register with said tongues. 

2. A container comprising a cylindrical box 
wherein a bundle of ligatures can be housed, 
a resilient tongue formed by cutting the cylin 
drical Wall of said box, said tongue having a 
hole therein, a cavity formed in the end of 
said box, a removable lid for said cavity, a 
base for said container and a cylindrical cas 
ing carried by said base and enclosing the 
cylindrical wall of the box, said casing hav 
ing an opening which can be brought into 
register with the said resilient tongue. 

3. A container comprising a cylindrical 
box, wherein a bundle of ligatures can be 
housed, two adjacent resilient tongues formed 
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by cutting the cylindrical wall circumferen 
tially and at right angles thereto, said tongues 
each having a hole therein, a base and a cylin 
drical casing carried by said base, said cas 
ing being rotatable with respect to and en 
closing the cylindrical wall of box, and hay 
ing an opening therein which can be brought 
into register With said tongues. 

4. A container comprising a cylindrical 
box wherein a bundle of ligatures can be 
housed, a tongue formed by cutting the cylin 
drical wall of said box, a hole being provided 
in said tongue so that the ligatures can be 
threaded through said hole and over the end 
of the tongue, and a cylindrical casing enclos 
ing said wall of the box, the casing having an 
opening therein which can be brought into 
register with said tongue. : 
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