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To all, whom it naty concern. 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH M. ScHNEIDER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Can 
ton, in the county of Stark and State of Ohio, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Gate-Latches; and I do here 
by declare that the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description of the same, reference 
being had to the annexed drawings, making 
a part of this specification, and to the letters 
of reference marked thereon, in which 

Figure 1 is a view showing the latch proper 
and applied to a gate. Fig. 2 is a vertical 
section of the housing, showing said housing 
properly connected to a post and illustrating 
the gravity-ring. Fig. 3 is a perspective view 
of the latch. Fig. 4 is a transverse Vertical 
section of the latch, showing the gravity-ring 
properly attached thereto and illustrating 
the catch-bar in relative position. Fig. 5 is 
a detached perspective view of the catch-bar. 
The present invention has relation to gate 

latches; and it consists in the different parts 
and combination of parts hereinafter de 
Siled, and particularly pointed out in the 
Call, 

Similal' letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
lingS. 

In the accompanying drawings, A repre 
Sents a gate, which is properly hinged to a 
post, such as a, and may be of any desired 
style or kind, inasmuch as the gate within 
itself forms...no particular part of the present 
invention. . 
To the free end of the gate is attached in 

any convenient and Well-known manner the 
catch-bar B, which catch-baris provided with 
the curved flange or armb, said curved flange 
or arm being for the purpose hereinafter de 
scribed. 
The housing C is preferably formed inte 

gral with the attaching-bar d, which bar is 
securely connected to the postdor its equiva 
lent. For the purpose of providing a means 
for adjusting the housing C, together with 
the gravity-ring D, up or down the attaching 
bar d is provided with the elongated slots d', 
through which elongated slots are passed the 
lug-bolts e or their equivalents. The object 

and purpose of providing the housing C is to . 
protect the gravity-ring D, so that its move 
ments will not be interfered with by the ac 
cumulation of snow and ice, thereby leaving 
said ring free at all times and in all kinds of 
weather. The gravity-ring D is connected 
to the housing C by means of the cross pin or 
barf, said cross pin or bar being located to 
one side of the vertical center of the housing, 
and is so located for the purpose of normally 
holding the gravity-ring D away from the at 
taching-bar d, thereby allowing the ring to 
remain in its normal position when the catch 
bar B is placed between the ring and the at 
taching-bar d, as illustrated in Fig. 1. 
In use, when it is desired to open the gate, 

the gravity-ring D is elevated, which move 
ment releases the catch-bar B and allows the 
gate A to turn upon its hinges. After the 
catch-bar has passed the ring D said ring will 
fall by its own weight until it assumes the 
position illustrated in Fig. 3. As the gate is 
closed the catch-bar B will come in contact 
with the outer portion of the ring D and ele 
vate said ring, so as to allow the catch-bar to 
pass under the same, and when said catch 
bar has passed the vertical center of the ring 
said ring will drop downward and in front of 
the catch-bar. The gate will be held in a 
closed position by reason of the ring D com 
ing in contact with the outer inner edge g of 
the housing C; but by reason of the ring D 
being suspended to one side of the vertical 
center of the housing said ring will be free 
to be elevated when the catch-bar presses 
against the outer portion of the ring. 

I have illustrated the present invention as 
applied to gate-latches, but it will be under 
stood that it may be applied to other devices 
turning upon hinges without departing from 
the nature of my invention. 
The curved arm b is for the purpose of pro 
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viding a means for pulling the gate open af 
ter the ring has been elevated, and is solor 
cated that a finger of the hand can be passed 
under said curved arm, which brings the fin 
ger in proper position to elevate the ring and 
free the gate or other device to which my im 
proved latch may be attached, 
Having fully described my invention, what 
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letter's 
Patent, is 
The combination of the catch-bar B, pro 

vided with the curved flange or arm b, the 
housing C, provided with the attaching bar 
or rib d, having the elongated slots d', the 
ring D, and the crossbar or pinfall arranged 
substantially as and for the purpose specified. 

576,280 

In testimony that I claim the above I have 
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence IO 
of two witnesses. 

JOSEPI M?. SCHNEIDER. 
Witnesses: 

F. W. BOND, 
BERTHA FINCH. 


