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‘This invention relates to a work table and
more particularly to a collapsible work table for
forming floral arrangéments.

Florists are often.requested to form floral ax-
rangements which are spécified to be, 'in addi-
tion to type of flower, eic., of a certain shape in
order to ¢onform to the object on which the
piece.is to be placed. For example, fowers are
formed -into blankets. designed to be placed on
caskets or coffins whose lids have a convex shape,
and if the piece is not similarly. formed, it is un-
sightly and will not remain in place.

In practice the floral pieces, for constructing
which-the table is designed, comprise a relatively
thick layer or bed. of moss-or moss-like material.
This layer of moss is ordmanly secured to a
light wire frame or grld which gives-if stabﬂluy
and determines its size to shape The. 1nd1v1du,a1
flowers are then woven or secured 1nto or on
top of the bed of moss to corr\plete the piece.

In the past at*empts have been, made to -make
such floral pieces conform to the shane of the
obJect on which they are to be used Such at-
ranvements of blocxs and boxes bmlt up to an—
pro‘{lmate the deslred shape Such methods are
clumsy and unrehable and do not ordmanly pe1-
mit accurate sizing and shaping. of the ‘piece.

As-a consequence the present 1nvent10n com=
prises a table specxﬁcallv des1gned 1o eummate
these difficulties.  As will 'he seen, the table is
formed with a working sitpport, substantlally the
shape desired, and which, when fhe: tapble is not
in use, maJ he’ folded 1nto a small volume to
conserve storage space.

Thus, one of the ob;eots of the invention is a
flotist’s work table foimed with a preshaped sup-
port for forming floral pieces of such predeter-
mined shape.

"Another object of the invention is a florist’s
work table which is provided with an upper sup-
port which.may be folded into a vertical posi-
tion for storage.

A further object of the invention is a florist’s
work table ‘which is made coll slble to conserve
storage space when the table is not i

And still a further object is'a collaps1ble work
table tormed with a shaped’ supnort on which
floml almngements may- be constructed whose
shape conforms to the shape of the table.
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Althoucrh there are a varlety of forms of floral -

pieces requn'ed in a normal busmess ohe which
is often called for is a blanket for a coffih. The
drawings hereln illustrate a table for fmmmg

such a blanket and these w111 be described 1n 56

2

detail below, It is clearly obvious, however, that
other shapes and sizes could readily be substi-
tuted and that the one Illustrated has been
chosen only as an example,

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a form of work
table for forming a floral piece.

Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the table Nustrated
in Fig, 1.

HFig, 3 is 2
inFig. 1.

¥iz. 4 is a partial plan view of the device shown
in Fig. .1 showing details. of ‘the pivot and X~
tensible construction.

Fig. 5 is a partial side.elevation of .the- por-
tion of the device shown in Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a partial sectional end view of :the
device shown .in-Fig. 1 showing details. of the
movable leg section.

Fig. 7 is a side elevation of the table illustrated
in Fig. 1 in collapsed pos1t10n for storage.

The form of the invention illustrated in the
drawings comprises, -in general, g flower * sup-
porting member |, -2 statlonary leg sectlon 2,
a pair of extenslble elements or lazy-tongs 3 and
2, second movable leg sectlon 4. The main por=
tions of each of the elements are formed of heavy
wire or metal rods, preferably of some hght metal.

The flower supportlng mernber is preferably
formed as a grid .mounted on a frame The
frame comprises a palr of relatlvely heavy lonvl-
tudinal rods § and.a s1m11a1 pair of transvelse
rods §. These are smtably secured together in.a
rectanele by welding. or other convement means
with the ends, as at 1, of the longitudinal rods
extending beyond the .points:.of Juncture with
the transverse rods §. . Secur ed to this frame and
spaced at 1ntervals along it are a plurahty of
arched tlansverse members 8 whlch extend up-
V"I’dlj and across: the frame 1n a.curve, as can
be seen in Fig. 2. This clirve is, in' the form of
invention shown,. approximately the same curve
as the coffin on which the “floral piece ‘will be

used.  These are secured at their ‘ends, as by,
welding to the longltudmal rods 1 which form
the frame. These arehed members are arrghged
to support a plurahty of longitudinally extsnd=
ing rods or wires 8 of substantidlly smaller. di-
ameter and spaced from.1%"" t0.2"" apart scross
the areh and, together with the arched members
8, form a grld support on. which the floral piece
can be built. Smce as has been’ descrlbed the
floral” piege has a wir gr]d base a series. of
spikes 18 may he posn',loned alonrr the uopermost
of rods 9 ove1 whlch thls w1re grld base may be

plan view of the table iNustrated




2,491,827

3
placed to secure it against slipping while form-
ing the floral arrangement.

The flower support member is carried at one
end by the leg section 2. This section comprises
a pair of spaced hollow shafts {1, the upper ends
12 of which are bent over in a direction parallel
to the longitudinal rods 5 and 9. Near the eX-
tremities of each end section 12 a horizontal
hole is drilled of sufficient size to receive one of
the transverse rods on the flower support, as
can be seen in Fig. 4. The rod 6 is mounted
for rotation about its own axis within these holes
and is secured against transverse motion by a
pair of pins 12 secured to the rod § just out-
wardly of end section (2,

The lower ends of the leg shafts 11 are joined
by a lower horizontal cross member {4 secured
to each shaft and extending outwardly therefrom
and to the ends of which are secured a pair of
conventional casters 15. In addition to cross
member (4, a similar upper cross member 16 is
provided to insure stability.

The opposite leg section 4 comprises a pair of
shafts 11, similar to shafts ({ and is provided
with identical cross members 14, 16 and cast-
ers 15,

The leg shafts 17 are terminated at their upper
ends just below the point at which the opposed
leg shafts #1 are bent over to form end sections
(2. This construction permits the hollow upper
ends to receive a pair of pins I8 secured, as by
welding, to the adjacent transverse rod 6, as can
be seen in Fig. 6. In this manner, the flower sup-
port { is securely and levelly supported at its ends
by the leg sections 2, 4.

The two leg sections are joined, in the form
shown in the drawings by a pair of conventional
lazy-tongs 3. These tongs comprise a plurality
of bar members 20 pivoted for movement at their
ends and centers about pivots 21 in a conventional
manner. The end of each tong is secured to the
leg ghafts 1§ (or 1) by means of a pair of col-
lars 22, 23 surrounding the shafts. The lower
collar 22, in each case is fixedly secured to the
shaft, but the upper collar 23 is mounted slid-
ably thereon at a point above cross member {5.
Each of the collars is provided with an ear 24 to
which the end of the tong bars 29 is secured by
means of a pivot 25.

The tongs 3 are arranged so that as leg section

4 is moved outwardly from leg section 2, the col-
lars 23 will strike the upper cross members 18
(or tha leg sections) and prevent further exfen-
sion. 'The number and size of bars 20, forming
the tongs are so arranged that this action will oc-
cur when leg section 4 has been extended to a
point for proper engagement of pins 18 with leg
shafts t1. In addition, the size of the tongs is
so chosen that when they are entirely collapsed,
the leg section 4 will be positioned substantially
under transverse mersber 6 in the flower support
| about which the latter is arranged to pivot.
In operation, the table is normally used with
the flower support in a horizontal position with
the lazy-tongs 3 extended and with the pins 18
positioned in the upper hollow ends of leg shafts
17, as can be seen in Figs. 1, 2, 3. While in this
position the wire grill 26 is placed on the flower
support with the spikes 10 extending through the
holes in said grill. Over the grill 26 is positioned
a layer of moss 27 which serves as a bed for the
flowers 28 laid on or woven therein. When the
grill, moss and flowers have been properly se-
cured together in a conventional manner, they
are lifted and removed as a unitary floral piece.
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When the floral piece has been removed, the
flower supporting section # is lifted at one end
to disengage pins 18 from leg shafts 17, and the
whole leg section 4 is moved toward and against
leg section 2 into the position shown in Fig. 1,
with the lazy-tongs 3 in collapsed position. This
permits the flower support { to be rotated about
its horizontal axis along transverse member 6,
mounted in the ends 12 of shafts 1{ to a vertical
position closely adjacent the leg section 4. In
this position, the entire table occupies very small
space and may be conveniently stored.

I claim:

1. A horizontally disposed, substantially rec-
tangular work table for use in making a flower
covering for a casket having a pair of legs adja-

- cent each end thereof, one pair of which is mov-
" able toward the other pair to a collapsed position;
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lazy tongs connecting said pairs of legs and se-
cured thereto to permit said movement; a con-
vexly curved grill pivotally secured near one end
thereof to one of said pairs of legs for swinging:
said grill about a horizontal axis when said pairs
of legs are in collapsed position whereby said
grill is adapted to be tilted bodily relative to said
pairs of legs; locking means on said grill and the
other pair of legs for securing said grill in fixed
position when said grill is horizontally disposed;
means on said grill for supporting said flower cov-
ering against slippage.

2. A work table comprising a horizontally dis-
posed, elongated grill, a first horizontal cross bar
below said grill at one end extending transverse-
1y thereof and rigidly secured thereto, a pair of
depending stub posts secured to said bar adjacent
its ends, a second horizontal cross bar below said
grill rigidly secured thereto at its opposite end
and parallel with said first cross bar, a first pair
of legs pivotally connected with said second cross
bar adjacent one of their ends for swinging from
a position at right angles to said grill to a posi-
tion parallel therewith, a second pair of legs hav-
ing upwardly opening recesses at their upper ends
adapted to receive said posts therein coaxial

. therewith, and lazy tong-links connecting said

second pair of legs with said first pair for moving
said second pair of legs to collapsed position
alongside said first pair when said second pair of
legs are removed from said posts, means for
pivotally connecting said first pair of legs to said
first cross bar including extensions secured to
said one end of said legs and extending at right
angles thereto, and the outer ends of said exten-
sions being swingably secured to said first cross
bar. :
MICHAEL MORELILO.
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