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[57] ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to an improved absorption
refrigeration device of the type using a lithium halide/-
water cycle wherein baffles defining a substantial path-
way are provided over which superheated concentrated
lithium halide solution is passed so as to substantially
reduce the degree of superheating of such solution. The
invention further relates to a process for reducing sub-
stantially the superheating of concentrated lithium hal-
ide (lithium bromide and/or lithium chloride) in absorp-
tion type refrigeration systems, which comprises con-
tacting the superheated solution with an extensive sur-
face (baffle), thereby reducing the superheating.

8 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures
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1
REDUCTION OF SUPERHEATING

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ J appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made
by reissue.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to improvements in
absorption refrigeration systems of the type using a
lithium halide (lithium bromide and/or chloride) and
water cycle or another absorbent. More particularly the
present invention relates to an improvement in such
systems wherein a generator is used wherein the lithium
halide solution is heated to remove water in vapor form
so as to obtain a more concentrated lithium halide solu-
tion or where similar liquids are used which tend to give
superheated solutions.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In absorption cooling machines of the type using a
lithium halide (bromide and/or chloride) water cycle
water is removed from a lithium halide solution in the
generator, and to a lesser degree in the evaporator sec-
tions, and thus there is obtained a more concentrated
lithium halide solution.

In machines of this type where a thin film evaporator
is used, the liquid, i.e. the lithium halide solution drips
off the tubular elements and is passed on from there via
an exit port to another section of the cooling machine.
The solution which drips off the bottom tubes of a thin
film evaporator (in spray type machines), is generally
superheated, and this to a degree of about 10° to 13° F.
This superheating causes substantial thermodynamic
losses and decreases the overall efficiency of the cool-
ing cycle.

In cooling machines based on the same cycle,
wherein a flooded generator is used, with tubes sub-
merged in a lithium halide solution, a similar phenome-
non of superheating takes place where the solution is
drained from the generator section of the machine. This
too causes thermodynamic losses and reduces the over-
all efficiency of the cooling cycle. It is an aim of the
present invention to reduce heat losses due to the super-
heating of the lithium solution, and to reduce or elimi-
nate such superheating.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to improvements in
absorption refrigeration machines wherein a lithium
halide, such as lithium bromide and/or lithium chlori-
de/water cycle is used.

According to the present invention means are incor-
porated in such machines which are adapted to elimi-
nate or at least substantially reduce the effect of super-
heating of the lithium halide solution after same is con-
centrated by evaporation of water vapor from dilute
lithium halide solutions.

According to the invention an extended path is pro-
vided by introducing baffle means into the sections of
the machine at which such concentrated lithium halide
is drained and circulated to other parts of the machine.

According to a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion splash baffles are provided at the bottom part of the
generator section of a cooling machine of this type,
beneath the lowest row of tubes in such generator sec-
tion which baffles substantially increase the path of the
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concentrated lithium halide from said thin film evapora-
tor tubes and to the exit port of said generator section
from where the concentrated lithium halide is circu-
lated to the section of the machine. Droplets have a
comparatively small surface area, and thus the super-
heating is substantial. By providing the extended sur-
faces of the baffles according to the present invention,
the droplets move along these, spread out and form a
surface film. Evaporation from such film is much better,
and thus superheating is substantially reduced.

In a similar manner, in machines where a flooded
type generator is used, the lithinm halide which is con-
centrated in this section is frequently superheated to an
appreciable degree, i.e. by a number of degrees F., and
according to the present invention this superheating is
substantially reduced by providing a structure wherein
the said superheated lithium halide solution is passed
over one or more baffles, whereby the superheating is
substantially reduced . The added compartment with
the baffles can be of a size which extends only along a
part of the length of the generator section. The dimen-
sions of the baffles have to be such as to provide for an
efficient removal of excess heat from the superheated
lithium halide solution.

The extended pathway of the superheated liguid
along said baffles is adequate to substantially reduce the
superheating. While this reaches frequently up to about
12° or even 13° F. with thin film evaporators, and where
the liquid leaves the shell of this compartment while still
superheated by about 7° to 8° F., the provision of effi-
cient baffles reduces the superheating and this is re-
duced to about 2° to 6° F. The baffles are of simple
construction and need practically no maintenance. The
saving of energy is a substantial one and exceeds by far
the costs of such baffle means.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The invention is illustrated by way of example with
reference to the enclosed schematical drawings, which
are not according to scale and in which:

FIG. 1 is an elevational cross-sectional view through
the lower part of a housing wherein there are positioned
a generator and condenser section of a spray type gen-
erator operating on the principle of thin film evapora-
tion.

FIG. 2 is an elevational cross-sectional view through
a flooded type generator with attached compartment
containing a plurality of baffles for reducing superheat-
ing.

As shown in FIG. 1, there is provided in the genera-
tor section a number of rows of tubes 11 disposed below
the spraying device 10, and droplets of superheated
liquid lithium bromide drip off the lowermost row of
these. In conventional structures such droplets drop
onto the bottom of the housing 12, and leave via exit
port 13 as superheated liquid. As is conventional, the
exit port 13 is connected to a flow line leading to the
absorber of the refrigeration machine. According to the
invention there are provided two inclined baffles 14 and
15, one of which is attached to the housing 12, the other
to the upright structure 16, and thus droplets dripping
off from the tubes 11 fall on baffle plate 14, move along
it and drop onto baffle plate 15, and move along it until
the liquid drips off at its edge 17. As the liquid moves
along the baffle plates 14 and 15 it evaporates some
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water vapor and the superheating is substantially re-
duced.

As shown in FIG. 2, a flooded type generator com-
prises a housing 21, wherein a plurality of tubes 22 are
located in the liquid lithium bromide 23. Along a part of
the length of the tubular unit 21 there is provided a
housing 24. A typical length of a cooling machine of
this type is about 15 feet, and in such case a housing 24
of about 18 inch will be adequate. The housing 21 is
provided with an outlet port 25 and with an upper open-
ing 26. Superheated liquid leaves via port 25, into the
adjacent chamber 27 wherein a plurality of staggered
baffles 28, 29 and 30 are provided, baffle 29 being at-
tached to wall 31 and baffles 28 and 30 to wall 32. The
liquid starts to boil when it enters the chamber 27, and
the liquid moves along the baffles 28, 29 and 30, and
thus the degree of superheating is substantially reduced,
until the liquid leaves via exit opening 33. The exit
opening 33, like the exit port 13 of FIG. 1, is connected
to a flow line leading to an absorber of the refrigeration
machine.

The provision of the extended baffles substantially
increases the surface to which the superheated liquid is
exposed, and the superheated liquid thus loses much of
its excess of heat.

It is clear that the description is by way of illustration
only and that many variations and modifications in the
shape and arrangement of parts may be resorted to
without departing from the scope and spirit of the in-
vention.

We claim:

1. In an absorption refrigeration device of the type
using a lithium halide/water cycle and having means
defining a housing, a plurality of tubes disposed in said
housing for superheating a lithium halide solution to
evaporate water therefrom and form a superheated
concentrated lithium halide solution, the housing hav-
ing an exit port located in the lower portion of the
housing for removing concentrated solution therefrom,
the improvement comprising baffle means disposed
between said tubes and the housing exit port for receiv-
ing the superheated concentrated lithium halide solu-
tion and flowing same over the baffle means in the form
of a thin film of superheated concentrated lithium halide
solution, said baffle means being comprised of a plural-
ity of vertically stepped, horizontally extending over-
lapping baffles defining a tortuous pathway over which
the thin film of superheated concentrated lithium halide
solution flows so that further water is evaporated from
the thin film as it flows over the plurality of vertically
stepped, horizontally extending overlapping baffles to
substantially reduce the degree of superheating of such
concentrated solution and the solution flowing out of
the exit port in the lower portion of the housing is of
substantially reduced temperature and increased con-
centration.

2. A device according to claim 1 wherein the baffle
means are provided beneath the lower tubes in a thin
film evaporator type generator.

3. A device according to claim 1 wherein a compart-
ment containing extended splash baffle means is pro-
vided in conjunction with a flooded type generator.

4. A device according to claim 1, wherein the baffle
means comprises a plurality of inclined baffles provided
between the lower tubes of a thin film evaporator of a
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generator and the exit port of the bottom of such gener-
ator.

5. A device according to claim 1, wherein such baffle
means are provided in the evaporator section of the
machine.

6. In an absorption refrigeration device of the type
using a lithium halide/water cycle and having a housing
with an exit opening in a lower portion thereof and a
generator section disposed in the housing above the exit
opening, the generator section having a plurality of
rows of tubes for superheating a lithium halide solution
to evaporate water therefrom, the improvement com-
prising baffle means having a plurality of vertically
stepped horizontally extending overlapping baffles dis-
posed in said housing between the lowermost of said
rows of tubes and the housing exit opening, an upper-
most one of said baffles receiving droplets of a super-
heated lithium halide solution falling off of the tubes and
forming a surface film from the received droplets, the
surface film falling from the uppermost baffle onto a
lower baffle so that the surface film follows a tortuous
path during trave! from the uppermost baffle to the exit
opening, the surface film facilitating evaporation of
water from the superheated solution to thereby reduce
the temperature of the superheated lithium halide solu-
tion and increase its concentration before it reaches the
housing exit opening.

7. In an absorption refrigeration device of the type
using a lithium halide/water cycle and having a flooded
type generator with a housing and a plurality of tubes
located in a liquid lithium halide solution disposed
within the generator housing, the generator housing
having an opening in a lower portion thereof, the im-
provement comprising:

a second housing extending along a portion of the
length of the generator housing and positioned to
receive superheated solution exiting said generator
housing through said opening.

a wall extending upwardly from the bottom wall of
the second housing to a level below the upper
surface of the liquid lithium halide solution dis-
posed in the generator housing, thereby forming a
reservoir of solution in the second housing,

a first baffle extending downwardly from the top of
said wall away from said reservoir and towards a
side wall of said second housing,

a second baffle disposed below said first baffie and
extending downwardly away from said side wall of
said second housing, and

an opening in the bottom of said second housing for
draining solution from the second housing after
passage over said first and said second baffles, said
first and said second baffles providing an extended
flow path for the solution thereby facilitating evap-
oration and cooling of the solution before it leaves
the second housing.

8. The improvement of claim 7 wherein a second
opening is provided between said generator housing
and said second housing at a level above the upper
surface of the liquid lithium halide solution disposed in
the generator housing so that vapor evaporated from
the solution as it passes over said first and said second

baffles is fed to said generator housing.
L] * » * L]



