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~ IMPROVEMENT IN BREECH-LOADING FIRE-ARMS.

Specification forniipg part of Letters Patent No. 138,15%, dated April 22, 1873; applicatioﬁ filed
_ February 28, 1873. - o

To all whom it may concern: ‘ ’
. Be it known that we, GARDNER L. HoLt
and JoSEPH C. MARSHALL, both of Spring-
field, in the county of Hampden and State of
'Massachus_etts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement. in Breech - Loading Fire-
Arms; and we do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and: exact description
thqreof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawing making a part of this specifica-
tion and to the letters of reference marked:
thereon, in which— ‘ ,
_Figure 1 is a side view of a breech-loading
pistol made according to our invention; and
Fig. 2 is a side view of the hammer and trig-
ger combined. ‘ . o )
] Our invention relates to the lock mechan-
" ism of a breech-loading pistol designed to be
used for toy purposes; and it consists of de-
_vices as hereinafter described, whereby a sep-
arate sear and trigger are dispensed with in
the ordinary manipulation of the arm in firin g.
" That others skilled in the art may be able
to make and use our invention we wili deseribe
its construction and operation. o
In the drawing, A represents the frame,
which may be cast in the same piece. with the
barrel, and wherein the hammer is pivoted at
J at the rear of and in a line with the lower part
ofthe bore of thebarrel,asshownin Fig.1. The
trigger I is made thin, and upon the lower part
of the hammer, both in one piece, and when
in place in the arm, operates’in and protrudes
through the shield or guard D. The main
spring G has a bearing at its lower end in a
notch in the frame at H, and at its upper end
in the notech Iin the hammer and nearly in
the rear of the hammer-pin-J, when the nose
of the hammer is down at the rear of the bar-

rel; but when the hammer is thrown back the

notch I,.Wiith the upper end of the spring G, is
carried around beneath the hammer-pin J to .
a position just. forward of the dotted line a

drawn from the mnotch H, in which the lower

end of the spring has its bearing to the ham-
mer-pin J; and when in this position and the
hammer is cocked it is so-held by the relative
position of the two ends of the spring and the
hammer-pivotJ, and the trigger E then projects
through its shield or guard D, and when pulled
slightly with the finger the hammer moves
upon its pivot until the notch I moves to a
point just back of the dotted line ¢ when the
force of the spring is exerted to throw the ham-
mer L forward. The hammer may be set to
any nicety.of action upon its pivot by a greater
or less degree of strength and elasticity of the
spring G. - _ :

This arm is intended to be used for toy pur-
poses, and to nse a cartridge therein without
a ball; and it may be made of wood or any
other suitable material, as cheapness is the
principal object aimed at in the manufacture
of this description of fire-arm. - .

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— : v o

1. The hammer L and trigger E, made in
one and the same piece, substantially as de-
scribed. o

2. The combination of the hammer L pro-
vided with the notch I, the hammer-pivot J,
and the spring G, whereby the hammer is held
in a cocked position and is also forced forward
to-explode the cartridge, substantially as set

forth. .
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Witnesses: J. C. MARSHALL,
J. B, MoDONALD,
FRANCIS MILLER.




