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REAL TIME AND DYNAMIC VOTING 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. The present application is a continuation and claims 
the priority benefit of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/309, 
553 filed Dec. 1, 2011, which claims the priority benefit of 
U.S. provisional application 61/418,794 filed Dec. 1, 2010, 
the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present invention generally concerns online 
polling and Voting. The present invention more specifically 
concerns the Solicitation of input and contributions from an 
online community, real-time ranking the input and contribu 
tions, and ongoing consideration of dynamic changes to the 
community input and contributions while concurrently rank 
ing the same. 
0004 2. Description of the Related Art 
0005 Client and cloud based voting and polling applica 
tions currently exist in the art. These applications are typically 
used by groups of individuals whose input is being Solicited 
by a person or organization. The organizations soliciting 
input can ask questions and end-users can vote on or respond 
to those questions. These questions are typically framed Such 
that they solicit or require a simple yes/no or fixed multiple 
choice vote. 
0006. The social networking site Facebook offers a poll 
ing/question application. An organization seeking input or 
feedback from users in the Facebook community implements 
the application in the Facebook environment by filling out a 
short HTML based poll/question creation form to generate 
the poll or query as illustrated in FIG. 1. The poll creation 
form generates the specific query (the question being asked of 
polled individuals) and the possible response options (yes, 
no, etc). Users are then able to select from amongst those 
options. 
0007. Other polling applications attempt to prioritize or 
rank user responses and Submissions that have been Solicited 
based on open ended questions. Survey Monkey offers a vari 
ety of browser based polling services. These services allow 
for the generation of Survey questions that trigger a response 
based on fixed responses, ratings, images, comments and 
essay boxes. 
0008 While Survey Monkey allows for more free flow 
based answers in the context of commentary or textual 
responses, a poll or Survey creator must create a validation 
scheme that includes information related to a specified format 
for the response entry. When the criteria are not met, the 
respondent receives an error message, which may discourage 
the respondent from further participation in the poll or survey. 
Ranking of free form answers is difficult due to the presence 
of any number of variables. Not all of these variables may be 
present when a user proffers a vote or response meaning that 
not all responses may be equally or properly weighted. 
0009. A common drawback of these and other known poll 
ing applications is that once a user participates, the user is 
typically prevented from taking part in any further interaction 
by way of a cookie deposited on the computing device of the 
user or tracking data associated with a user profile. One and 
done voting systems prevent a user from offering their opin 
ion should it change after their initial Vote is cast or opinion is 
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proffered. Alternatively, a user may be allowed unlimited 
participation in a polling event. Such unlimited participation 
is, however, incorrectly characterized as that of a new partici 
pant. As a result, one user may Vote 100 times and erroneously 
be considered the single vote of 100 separate participants. 
Such unlimited participation may skew poll results, espe 
cially if a particular user has an agenda with respect to the 
outcome of the poll (e.g., voting for a favorite player in the 
All-Star Game) and also incorrectly reflects the overall inter 
est of a specific community in the question being asked. 
0010. In light of the foregoing, there is a need in the art for 
the Solicitation of dynamic user input and the concurrent 
ranking of the same. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENTLY CLAIMED 
INVENTION 

0011. A first claimed embodiment of the present invention 
is for a method for processing user input. Through the claimed 
method, a query is published to a user audience. A first 
response to the query is received from users in the audience. 
Each of the audience members is an individually identifiable 
user. The query responses are then displayed in real-time. 
Updated responses are then received from one or more of the 
users that previously provided a first response. The updated 
responses are responsive to the initial published query. 
Updated query responses are displayed in conjunction with 
initial query responses, both being displayed in real-time. 
0012. A second claimed embodiment of the present inven 
tion is for a further method for processing user input. Through 
the second claimed embodiment, a query is published to a 
user audience. A response to the query is received from a first 
individually identifiable member of the audience. The 
response includes information prompted by a template cor 
responding to the query. The received response is then dis 
played as a potential response for consideration and selection 
by the remaining members of the user audience as a response 
to the published query. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0013 FIG. 1 illustrates a poll as found in the prior art. 
0014 FIG. 2 illustrates a method for processing user input. 
(0015 FIGS. 3A-3C illustrate the real-time display of 
query response data. 
0016 FIG. 4 illustrates commentary provided by a com 
munity of users during a voting process. 
0017 FIG. 5 illustrates a method for template based nomi 
nations. 
0018 FIG. 6 illustrates a template as may be used in the 
method of FIG. 5. 
0019 FIG. 7 illustrates a computing system that may be 
used to implement an embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0020 Embodiments of the present invention concern the 
Solicitation of input from a community and then ranking 
contributions received from the community. Ranking occurs 
in real-time and takes into account ongoing changes to com 
munity contributions. A user may alter their contribution or 
vote until the close of a contribution period. By allowing a 
community member to change their vote until the close of a 
contribution period, a more accurate ranking of contributions 
may be taken into account as those contributions reflect real 
time influences. 



US 2016/0063 787 A1 

0021 Contributions may be provided in response to or as 
a part of a template driven nomination process. Prior art 
systems—like that illustrated in FIG. 1—simply request a 
limited set of information or single element of information 
Such as a yes/no response, the name of a nominee, a favorite 
football team, or a suggested restaurant for lunch. Embodi 
ments of the present invention, however, allow a party solic 
iting information to use a template to generate a query and 
Subsequently request multiple elements of information from a 
community. The response from community members, which 
is template driven, requires a user to provide those multiple 
elements of information, which allows for more intelligent 
decision making responsive to the contributed information. 
0022. The template driving the voting or polling process 
may be fixed and include a pre-defined number of fields. The 
template may also evolve in response to the entry of certain 
fields of information whereby requests for additional nomi 
nation information may be spawned as a result of a prior 
provisioning of information. Templates may also be created 
by an author of the query whereby data query fields are 
inserted into the template from a preset menu of correspond 
ing query elements that might otherwise be germane to the 
field of inquiry. Data fields may also be customizable based 
on the particular needs of an author. 
0023 Embodiments of the invention may be implemented 
in different contexts where input is being solicited from a 
community. For example, Solicitations may be limited to a 
pre-defined slate of options where the community votes on 
that static slate of options. The solicitation of input may—as 
an alternative or in addition to Voting include nominating 
certain options for a Subsequent or concurrent Voting process. 
Voting and nomination may also involve implementations 
where the community is allowed to choose (i.e., vote for) or 
Suggest more than one option. The ability to choose or vote 
for more than one option may involve an equal weighting of 
any particular community members votes (e.g., the best three 
choices of five available choices) or cascaded weighting of 
those votes (e.g., first, second, and third choice) whereby one 
Vote is more meaningful than another. An individual nomina 
tion or suggestion too, may be independently attributed to 
separate Suggestions or nominations Submitted jointly as part 
of multiple nominations or suggestions that are part of a 
singular query or request. 
0024 FIG. 2 illustrates a method 200 for processing user 
input. The method may be implemented through the use of 
instructions embodied in a non-transitory computer readable 
storage medium Such as magnetic or optical disk drive. These 
instructions may be retrieved from the storage medium and 
executed by a computing device or processor as described in 
the context of FIG. 7 below. 
0025. In step 210, a query is presented to a community of 
users through a publication mechanism. This query may be 
published and displayed to members of the community by 
way of a user interface. Such as a web browser or a native 
interface, generated, displayed, and executable on the likes of 
a desktop or laptop computer or mobile device. A community 
may be made aware of the query through an alert Such as a 
text message, electronic mail message, video based notifica 
tion or a combination of the aforementioned. Queries may 
also be tracked as part of an RSS feed. Queries may also be 
accessible through a mobile device and corresponding appli 
cation on that device (e.g., an app). 
0026 Information used to populate, for example, the web 
browser-displayed interface and which may include data 
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related to the query, may be received over a communications 
network from the entity Soliciting user input. This informa 
tion may be delivered by a server (or series of servers) oper 
ated by an application service provider (ASP). The ASP may 
be tasked with hosting and serving the query as well as receiv 
ing data related to any Subsequent responses. The ASP may 
also display data to the community pertaining to those 
responses (e.g., tallied results). 
0027 Data related to making the query may be received at 
the ASP from an individual user or entity soliciting the infor 
mation. The ASP may also host dashboard-type applications 
that allow the entity or individual making the query to review 
granular response data that is of little or no interest to the 
community being queried. For example, information may be 
generated and displayed concerning when a query was 
posted, who viewed the query and when, when a user 
responded or contributed to the query, when a new contribu 
tion or idea is posted, if and when a user has changed a vote, 
or if and when a user has commented on a particular issue or 
idea. Such metric information allows for determinations as to 
user interest, activity, and end-results. Time-based changing 
of rankings may be displayed as well (e.g., when an option 
was ranked first, second, or third). 
0028. While presentation of the query in step 210 and 
other functionalities are described in the context of an ASP 
environment, embodiments of the present invention are not 
limited to such a specific implementation. Embodiments of 
the present invention may also be implemented in the context 
of client-host operations that may require dedicated software 
at both ends of a transaction. Queries may similarly be pre 
sented in a peer-to-peer type environment, which may require 
specific software implementation amongst participant peers. 
The aforementioned mobile device application implemen 
tation may offer more limited functionality that is appropriate 
in the context of a mobile environment. 
0029. Following publication of a query to a community of 
users, those users may provide a response to the query, which 
is received at Step 220. In prior art Voting systems, a single 
user may create the appearance of hundreds of votes to single 
handedly manipulate the outcome of the polling. Embodi 
ments of the present invention may thus require each member 
of the community to register or create an account related to 
the query or an entity proffering the query and Soliciting 
input. While a user may be able to change their vote as 
described herein, registration and identification of individual 
users will allow the system to determine whether a vote or 
nomination is new or merely updated. Means of tracking a 
user other than logging into a user account may be imple 
mented including monitoring IP addresses, generating and 
depositing cookies, frequency of login, and network address 
translation. 

0030 The account may also be used to track actual user 
responses to maintain a history of votes and nominations. The 
information concerning Voting and nomination history may 
be accessible to the entity publishing the query or other third 
parties to allow for analytical analysis, which may be of value 
to entities such as advertisers. The user may be able to imple 
ment privacy provisions that prevent access to certain infor 
mation by certain entities. 
0031. The possible responses to the query may be pre 
defined whereby a user response is limited to a finite number 
of possibilities. While possible responses are limited, the 
responses are uniform. Potential responses may also be free 
form whereby a user provides a user-specific and user-tai 



US 2016/0063 787 A1 

lored response to the published query. These responses may 
be more varied and representative of popular sentiments ver 
sus a pre-defined list of responses, but inconsistent with 
respect to presentation. Parsing software may be utilized to 
derive context and meaning from a free-form response Such 
that it may be distilled into a more consistent series of 
responses amongst all users. Responses may also be template 
driven, which are discussed in greater detail in the context of 
FIG. 5 below. 
0032. Upon receipt of query response data in step 220, the 
ASP server or other computing device processing the 
response data may allow for the display of query response 
data at step 230; in a preferred embodiment, this display 
occurs in real-time notwithstanding the fact that, in some 
instances, results may not be displayed until after the close of 
the contribution period or some other time frame in order to 
maintain the secrecy of Voting results (e.g., in an election). 
This data, like the initial query, may be displayed through a 
web browser interface or other interface, which may be 
executable on a laptop or desktop computing device or 
through an app on the likes of a mobile device. 
0033 FIGS. 3A-3C illustrate the real-time display of 
query response data as described in the context of step 230. 
FIG. 3A illustrates the results of an initial set of responses to 
a query and that correspond to 34 initial responses (out of a 
possible 100 community members). FIG. 3B illustrates the 
results of responses to that query later in time, with an addi 
tional 60 community members having responded. FIG. 3C 
reflects the results of those same 94 community members 
having responded (6 members not having offered a response) 
a short time later, but wherein 10 of the community members 
have changed their vote after considering additional informa 
tion that was not available at the time of voting. This infor 
mation may include, but is not limited to, comments and 
arguments in favor of different or newly published alterna 
tives that were not previously published at the time of the 
initial vote from the community member. 
0034. The change in response data from FIG. 3B to FIG. 
3C is a result of the receipt of a second and updated response 
from community members in step 240 and that pertains to the 
initially published query. Prior art systems typically only 
allow for one vote and then for the voting period to end; while 
a user might view the results of Voting as they are processed, 
the user is not allowed to change that vote. In embodiments of 
the present invention, however, a user may change their pre 
vious vote right up until the Voting period closes. Similar 
changes may be made in the context of nominations. These 
changes may be unlimited or Subject to a restriction on the 
number of times a vote may be changed. 
0035. The benefits of the ability to change a vote up until 
the end of a voting period are most evident in the context of 
public elections for governmental officials, especially those 
on the national level. For example, many registered voters in 
public elections now participate by absentee ballot. In order 
to ensure that their ballot is received and counted, many 
absentee voters will complete their ballot and submit the same 
well before the mandated deadline. Once the absentee ballot 
is mailed, however, the Voter cannot change their vote should 
new information come to light that might influence their 
opinion on certain candidates or issues. 
0036. A common occurrence in national American poli 

tics, however, is the so-called “October Surprise, which is a 
news event that has the potential to influence the outcome of 
an election and that typically occurs late in the month of 
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October and prior to Election Day on the first Tuesday in 
November. A voter that decides to vote in person may take 
information derived from such an event in their voting deci 
sion. An absentee voter, however, is likely to have already 
submitted their ballot and risks having voted for a candidate 
or issue that late breaking information would otherwise have 
cause them to change their vote. Through embodiments of the 
present invention, a Voter may vote early, but then change 
their vote prior to the end of the voting period of their opinion 
should change in the interim. These principles may be applied 
to national, State, or municipal elections for any number of 
positions and without regard to persons, places, or ideas. 
0037 FIGS. 3A and 3B thus represent the accumulation of 
initial response data from the community of users in step 220 
and displayed at step 230. FIG. 3C, however, reflects the 
receipt of secondary and changed response data at Step 240, 
which is then displayed in real-time at step 250. FIG. 3C also 
reflects the data corresponding to the remaining users that 
provided a response, but that have not otherwise changed 
their response since their initial response. 
0038. Upon expiration of a pre-determined response 
period, the nomination and/or polling/voting process ends at 
step 260. The expiration period may be set by the individual 
or entity that is seeking user input through publishing the 
query. Upon expiration of the response period at step 260, 
final results may be further published and made available to 
the community of users and/or the entity Soliciting input at 
step 270. This final publication of results is in addition to the 
availability of real-time results that are updated as votes and 
contributions are received. 

0039. The aforementioned methodology may also inte 
grate the acceptance and display of user comments and feed 
back. FIG. 4 illustrates commentary provided by a commu 
nity of users during a voting process. In some embodiments of 
the present invention, one or more users from the community 
of users may be allowed to provide thoughts, comments, or 
other feedback related to their response to a published query. 
This commentary may be provided at the same time as an 
actual decision, vote, Suggestion, or nomination is rendered 
by a voter at step 220 or step 240. A user may provide a 
comment concerning why they made a certain selection, 
advocating that others make a particular selection, or discour 
aging others to make a certain selection. Voters that have not 
yet made a selection, but that are viewing real-time results 
may take this information into account when ultimately mak 
ing their selection. A user may alternatively provide com 
ments or feedback after having made their vote or provide 
feedback that is responsive to the comments of another voter 
or participant. 
0040. In order to maintain the civility of a discussion 
board, comments may be subject to moderation. In Such a 
system, an automated filter may search for certain prohibited 
terms or phrases and automatically prevent posting of com 
ments including the same. A human moderator may also 
observe postings to check for contextual meaning and appro 
priateness of the forum. Comments may be subjected to mod 
eration prior to or after posting. In the latter instance, com 
ments may be subjected to moderation only if another user 
complains about a particular comment or remark. In some 
instances, a user may be required to log in prior to posting a 
remark to avoid anonymous postings although comments 
may be posted without the need for public knowledge of the 
speaker. A community member may, in Some instances, be 
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required to actually vote, nominate, or make some affirmative 
Suggestion prior to providing feedback or commenting on the 
feedback of others. 

0041. The aforementioned cut-off time for voting may 
likewise apply to comments and feedback. Users may, how 
ever, directly and discreetly communicate with one another 
through a private messaging system rather than in the public 
forum during and after a voting process. The state of a user 
may also be recognized and information about that user may 
be presented. For example, if a particular community has ten 
members, whether or not a member has voted or offered some 
contribution in response to a query may be displayed to the 
rest of the community (e.g., voted, not voted; active; not 
active; anonymous vote; and actual Vote). In this way, a user 
may be reminded or encouraged to contribute, which further 
richens the body of ideas, offers, and contributions. 
0042. As evidenced in the context of FIG.4, the real-time 
Voting and ranking of ideas may be furthered by the presen 
tation of better and more complete ideas and contributions. 
For example, a particular idea—in a vacuum—may not 
immediately make sense to a community, which in turn may 
not vote favorably or otherwise support for the idea. If the 
community has a better understanding of why an idea was 
submitted, however, then they might be more willing to offer 
their support for that idea in the form of a vote and/or sup 
portive comments. In this regard, a user may nominate an idea 
and provide information as to why that particular nomination 
is worthwhile. In order to derive relevant nomination infor 
mation that is common to all nominations, such a nomination 
may be template driven. This template can be customized by 
the person who is making the query. 
0043 FIG. 5 illustrates a method 500 for template-based 
nominations. Through the use of template-based nomina 
tions, a Voter may make a more informed decision and do so 
in a template-based format that standardizes the look and 
presentation of the relevant data. The needs and criteria of the 
specific nomination process can be properly captured, either 
by pre-configured data entry fields or through the use of a 
template which allows the owner of aparticular Vote or Nomi 
nate query to select appropriate criteria fields from an existing 
palate or list of choices, or to simply enter-in customized 
information that results in the creation of a customized nomi 
nation template with data fields that have been created by the 
owner of the question or query. 
0044) In step 510 of the method 500 illustrated in FIG. 5, 
a pre-configured “nominate' template is launched. This tem 
plate contains structured data fields that pertain to the Subject 
of the nominations. For example, a nomination “type' could 
be a “Person.” “Place, or “Thing.” In a person-type nomi 
nation, the data fields might include information related to the 
name of the nominee, age, location, professional background, 
education, associations, and so forth. 
0045. In step 520, templates for additional nomination 
information are spawned in response to a prior provisioning 
of information. Entry of certain information in an initial tem 
plate for a person-type nomination may launch template 
fields for additional information. For example, upon complet 
ing a field for graduate education information, a field for 
undergraduate information may be generated; following 
completion of undergraduate information fields, secondary 
school information may be requested. The additional tem 
plates may be logic driven or follow a set script until the logic 
flow or script is completed. 
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0046 Following completion of all templates in steps 510 
and 520, the person Submitting the nomination may attach 
other types of content relevant to the nomination in step 530. 
The information may include, but is not limited to, document 
files such as .txt, .doc, or pdf and rich media files including 
Video, audio, or images. Hyperlinks to third-party deposito 
ries of information may also be referenced (e.g., a reference to 
a YouTube, Web page, or news story) 
0047 Once the nomination templates of steps 510 and 520 
have been completed and any additional information pro 
vided in step 530, the user may submit the template in step 
540 by clicking a “submit” button. An optional verification 
operation may take place in step 550 to ensure that all tem 
plates have been completed or that any required templates 
have had the requisite information provided. If all of the 
necessary templates have been properly completed, the infor 
mation contained in the nomination template will then be 
displayed in a standardized format next to the voting option 
for the nominee in step 560. FIG. 6 illustrates a template 600 
as may be used in the method of FIG. 5. 
0048 FIG. 7 illustrates a computing system 700 that may 
be used to implement an embodiment of the present inven 
tion. The computing system 700 of FIG. 7 includes one or 
more processors 710 and memory 720. Main memory 720 
stores, in part, instructions and data for execution by proces 
sor 710. Main memory 720 can store the executable code 
when in operation. The system 700 of FIG. 7 further includes 
a mass storage device 730, portable storage medium drive(s) 
740, output devices 750, user input devices 760, a graphics 
display 770, and peripheral devices 780. 
0049. The components shown in FIG. 7 are depicted as 
being connected via a single bus 790. The components may be 
connected through one or more data transport means. For 
example, processor 710 and main memory 720 may be con 
nected via a local microprocessor bus, and the mass storage 
device 730, peripheral device(s) 780, portable storage device 
740, and display system 770 may be connected via one or 
more input/output (I/O) buses. 
0050 Mass storage device 730, which may be imple 
mented with a magnetic disk drive, Solid State Drive, or an 
optical disk drive, is a non-volatile storage device for storing 
data and instructions for use by processor 710. Mass storage 
device 730 can store the system software for implementing 
embodiments of the present invention for purposes of loading 
that software into main memory 720. 
0051 Portable storage device 740 operates in conjunction 
with a portable non-volatile storage medium, Such as a floppy 
disk, Solid State Drive, compact disk or Digital video disc, to 
input and output data and code to and from the computer 
system 700 of FIG. 7. The system software for implementing 
embodiments of the present invention may be stored on Such 
a portable medium and input to the computer system 700 via 
the portable storage device 740. 
0.052 Input devices 760 provide a portion of a user inter 
face. Input devices 760 may include an alpha-numeric key 
pad, Such as a keyboard, for inputting alpha-numeric and 
other information, or a pointing device, such as a mouse, a 
trackball, stylus, or cursor direction keys. Various touch 
driven versions of these input devices may also be used for 
providing input of information. Additionally, the system 700 
as shown in FIG. 7 includes output devices 750. Examples of 
Suitable output devices include speakers, printers, network 
interfaces, and monitors. 
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0053 Display system 770 may include a liquid crystal 
display (LCD) or other suitable display device. Display sys 
tem 770 receives textual and graphical information, and pro 
cesses the information for output to the display device. 
Peripherals 780 may include any type of computer support 
device to add additional functionality to the computer system. 
For example, peripheral device(s) 780 may include a modem 
or a router. Other peripherals may include the ability to dis 
play generated information on a remote device, connected 
either by a physical connection or via any number of wireless 
devices and/or networks. 
0054 The components contained in the computer system 
700 of FIG. 7 are those typically found in computer systems 
that may be suitable for use with embodiments of the present 
invention and are intended to represent a broad category of 
Such computer components that are well known in the art. 
Thus, the computer system 700 of FIG. 7 can be a personal 
computer, hand held computing device, telephone, mobile 
computing device, workstation, server, minicomputer, main 
frame computer, or any other computing device. The com 
puter can also include different bus configurations, net 
worked platforms, multi-processor platforms, etc. Various 
operating systems can be used including Unix, Linux, Win 
dows, Macintosh OS, Palm OS, iOS, Android, and other 
operating systems as known to one of skill in the art. 
0055 Votes or data proffered through the course of the 
method 200 of FIG. 2 or nominations provided through the 
course of the method 500 of FIG. 5 may be ranked and 
displayed in accordance with that ranking. Top Vote getters 
may be displayed at the top of the displayed list and the least 
popular answers ranked near the bottom. A low ranking is not 
necessarily indicative of a bad idea, but of (perhaps) a newly 
submitted answer or idea that has not yet received feedback 
from a variety of users. In one embodiment, any new nomi 
nation or suggestion might appear at the top of the list for a 
pre-determined amount of time, to allow it to receive consid 
eration from the voting audience. After that pre-determined 
amount of time, the actual ranking of the nomination or 
Suggestion—based on Votes—will come into play and deter 
mine the Subsequent position of the nomination or suggestion 
in the ranking. 
0056. Votes or responses may be updated or provided in 
real-time and up until a contribution period closes. As such, a 
first user may vote on one Submission at one point in the day 
(e.g., 10 AM). The vote of the first user may correspond to the 
best available idea at that time (i.e., at 10 AM). If a subsequent 
contributor (i.e., a second user) Submits a better idea or 
response later in the day (e.g., 1 PM), the first user may come 
back later in the day (e.g., 2 PM) and change their vote or 
ranking from their initial offering. In this regard, a user is not 
“locked in to a previous vote in those instances where a 
better idea is suggested later in a contribution period or events 
unfold that might make an initial choice to later be undesir 
able (e.g., a vote for a politician later implicated in a tawdry 
Scandal. In the example of nominations being for “ideas a 
better idea may appear that warrants a change of vote. 
0057. Still further embodiments of the present invention 
may allow for multiple nominations. For example, the nomi 
nations could solicit the “top 3 candidates' or a user’s “top 
five all time songs.” In a multiple Vote or Nominate imple 
mentation, the process would allow but not be limited to 
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either (a) a simple version, with a single nomination screen 
(template) that allows for all of the multiple nominees (maybe 
with less total data), or (b) a more complex version, which 
opens multiple “nomination’ data templates. In the Vote or 
Suggest version, the entry could simply be limited to one 
“Suggestion” field for each "suggestion.” 
0.058 Notwithstanding the opportunity for multiple nomi 
nations, results may still be tabulated independently and 
result in post-vote ranking based on the total number of votes 
for each individual nomination or suggestion (even though 
they were grouped in the nomination or Suggestion process). 
For example, if each person nominated or Suggested 3 ideas, 
people, or some other idea, individual cumulative results 
would still rank according to total votes cast for each one, so 
that an extremely popular entry might rank highly, but other 
entries would fall into the ranking subject to cumulative 
votes, even though all three were submitted together. Calcu 
lation of votes and ranking may take into account those situ 
ations where a user is offered multiple votes, which may be 
applied against one or more ideas. 
0059 Embodiments of the present invention may also take 
in account geo-location information. For example, informa 
tion concerning the location of a Voter making a nomination 
may be taken into account. This information may be inte 
grated with a mapping or other geographic information ser 
vice (GIS) to properly show the physical location of nomina 
tions and Voters such that local issues and interests may be 
properly derived. Embodiments might also identify other 
information about the Voter, including membership in a group 
(e.g., a political party affiliation), or demographic or psycho 
graphic information. 
0060. The present invention may also be integrated into 
Social media applications such as LinkedIn, Facebook, or 
Twitter to augment the Voting process. Widgets may be inte 
grated with Such services to allow for accumulation of votes 
or nominations from third-party applications. Profile infor 
mation may also be integrated into a Voting process as may be 
appropriate. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for processing user input, the method com 

prising: 
publishing a query to a user audience; 
receiving a first response to the query from a plurality of 

users in the audience, wherein each of the plurality of 
users is an individually identifiable user; 

displaying query response data corresponding to the first 
responses received from the plurality of users, the query 
response data displayed in real-time; 

receiving a second and updated response from one or more 
of the plurality of users that previously provided a first 
response to the query, the second and updated response 
being responsive to the same published query; and 

displaying updated query response data that incorporates the 
second and updated response received from the one or more 
of the plurality of users that previously provided a first 
response to the query, the updated query data also including 
the first responses received from the plurality of users that 
have not provided a second and updated response, and 
wherein the updated query response data is displayed in real 
time. 


