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6 Claims. (Cl. 128—284)

This invention relates generally to garment construc-
tions, and is particularly directed to ladies’ garmenis of
the type adapted for use both as a pantie and as a sani-
tary belt.

The particular embodiment of the present invention,

which is illustrated in the drawings, and which will be de-

scribed hereinafter in greater detail, comprises generally
an upper pantie part or section adapted to encircle the
waist of the wearer and depend toward the crotch region,
an elongated crotch piece or lower section shaped to
conformably engage the crotch of the wearer, and means
detachably securing the crotch piece to the upper pantie
portion to hold the crotch piece in proper position. _

Heretofore, as is generally well known, sanitary gar-
ments, such as belts and panties for use during men-
struation, were subject to numerous difficulties and disad-
vantages. For example, prior garments of this general
type were relatively bulky and uncomfortable in the
crotch region of the wearer, often requiring the use of
metallic or other fasteners having protruding parts some-
times bearing directly against the wearer’s skin. More-
over, many previous sanitary garments required the use
of conventional safety pins, which in reality are not safe
at all, but readily subject to inadvertent opening when
in use, thus exposing the sharp point to the user’s person.

Prior sanitary garments generally served only the single
purpose of use during menstruation, were bulky and in-
convenient to carry in a handbag, as when its use is
expected; and, it was a difficult and time consuming pro-
cedure to don prior garments and to properly adjust the
same, both when a napkin is initially employed and when
it is changed or replaced. »

Accordingly, it is a general object of the present in-
vention to provide an improved sanitary garment con-
struction of the type described which overcomes the
above mentioned difficulties, which affords maximum
comfort when in use, both during menstruation and other-
wise, wherein the crotch piece is of minimum size and
bulk so as to be inconspicuous in use and readily fold-
able to occupy but negligible space for ease of portability
in a handbag or pocket, and which can be quickly and
easily put on and properly adjusted, and enables the
wearer to neatly change napkins in a relatively short
time.

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a sanitary pantie having the advantageous charac-
teristics mentioned in the foregoing paragraph, which is
completely safe to use, requiring no pins or other sharp
securing devices, which permits of changing a napkin
without removing the garment, and which insures reten-
tion of the napkin in its proper position of use under all
conditions of body movement, without binding the wear-
er’s person or imposing undue strains on the garment.

- It is another object of the present invention to provide
a sanitary garment of the type described, having the
novel features mentioned hereinbefore, and which in-
cludes a highly improved sanitary napkin adapted for use
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with the garment. The instant invention further con-
templates the provision of leg shields adapted for pro-
tective engagement with the inner sides of the wearer’s
legs.
1t is still a further object of the present invention to
provide a sanitary pantie or the type described which

" is simple and durable in construction and use, which ef-

fectively accomplishes its intended objects, and which
can be manufactured and sold at a reasonable cost.

Other objects of the present invention will become ap-
parent upon reading the following specification and re-
ferring to the accompanying drawings, which form a
material part of this disclosure.

The invention accordingly consists in the features of
construction, combinations of elements, and arrange-
ments of parts, which will be exemplified in the con-
struction hereinafter described, and of which the scope
will be indicated by the appended claims.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 shows a woman wearing a sanitary garment
constructed in accordance with the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view showing the gar-
ment of the present invention, with its crotch piece in
attached or closed condition;

Fig. 3 is a front view similar to Fig. 2, but showing
the crotch piece in an open condition depending from
the rear of the garment;

Fig. 4 is a partial front view, similar to Fig. 2, but
broken away to illustrate the front napkin securing means
of the instant invention;

Fig. 5is a partial, rear view, broken away to show the
rear napkin securing means; :

Fig. 6 is a top plan view showing a crotch piece of the
present invention adapted for use during the menstrual
period, the crotch piece being removed from the upper
pantie section;

Fig. 7 is a longitudinal sectional view taken substan-
tially along the line 7—7 of Fig. 6;

Fig. 8 is a top plan view showing a crotch piece of the
present invention, removed from the upper pantie sec-
tion, the crotch piece being adapted for ordinary use
during non-menstrual periods;

Fig. 9 is a longitudinal sectional view taken substan-
tially along the line 9—9 of Fig. 8;

Fig. 10 is a partial view showing a woman wearing a
slightly modified form of sanitary garment constructed
in accordance with the present invention, and including
protective shields for the wearer’s legs;

Fig. 11 is a front elevational view, somewhat enlarged,
showing the embodiment of Fig. 10 in greater detail;

Fig. 12 is a front elevational view showing the embodi-
ment of Figs. 10 and 11, with the crotch piece open and
depending from the back of the upper pantie section;

Fig. 13 is a top plan view showing the crotch piece of
Figs. 10-12 apart from the upper pantie section, and with
the sanitary napkin removed therefrom, to better illus-
trate its construction;

" Fig. 14 is a sectional view taken substantially along the
line 14-—14 of Fig. 13;

Fig. 15 is a front elevational view showing a slightly
modified form of sanitary pantie constructed in accord-
ance with the present invention; and

Fig. 16 is a plan view, partially broken away, illus-
trating the improved sanitary napkin of the present in-
vention,

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, and
specifically to Figs. 1~7 thereof, the embodiment of the in-
vention illustrated therein comprises a sanitary pantie,
generally designated 20, including an upper pantie part
or section 21 adapted to girdle the hips of a wearer, see

- Fig. 1, and a lower pantie section or crotch piece 22 ex-
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tending through ‘the ¢rotch of the wearer and releasably
secured to forward "and rearward portions of the Upper
section.
The upper pantle section -is ;comprlsed of a waistband
24 ddapted fo encrrcle the wea. s’ warst aud preferably

pair “of 'front ‘suspender ‘straps’ 25, 25 Have théir upper
ends see)ured as bvy strtchmg or- 'other sultable -Means, ‘to

body covering 27, which depends from ‘the’ Walstbaﬁd to
erfci‘rcle thie Wearer s’ hlps, and is preferably fa S

B :
Waistband to ‘provide ~the “upper “partie” sect16n With' a

smoofh “mterior. B _
The iower edge pdrtron ofth ‘ :body”‘ veri

penderstraps 25, 25 oonverge ‘déwnwards: bemg preferably
gétived. by 'sfifching or ‘other”suitable’medns tothe" ad-
jacent portions of the body covering®27,*and héave-théir
Rswer ends' termmtmng at“the lower: edge ‘of ‘the “body
dovéring: forwardly ‘of: the crotch: région. The’rearsus-
pender straps 26, 26 also converge downwards;*séeFi -
temitiating: at'the lower edge of the fear:céntral ‘peottion
of the body covering 27, and:are: preferably stitched:or
otfietwisesectired to the “adjacent portions:of the latter.

~Extending ‘between the lower-ends: of *the" front"us-
pender “straps 125,25, and laterally therebeyond
laterally disposed front connector member 28.
cifically; the front.connector ‘member‘extends:laterallybe-
tween the lower ends of the front:suspenderStraps, béing
fixedly ~secured:to: the -latter, has-its:‘oppositeends:‘dis-
posed-laterally outwards of the front suspender-straps;:and
is:secured, by -any suitable means, along:the-lowet edge
of the front central region of the:covering27.

A rear corinector strap-29 is similarly disposed laterally
extending between and beyoiid ‘the lower-énds of the rear
suspender- straps 26, 26, belng-sécured:to the: latteriand

along the lower edge of the rear.central covéting pottion...

The.connegtor members 28 and-29 maybe forméd-of-any
suitable flexible’ tape; as.desired.

:Secured tg:the front suspended: straps 25; 25: ad]acent to
and .spaged, -above the lower ‘ends -thereof,-are-a -pair--of
buttons. 31, 31,-or -other- smtable fastening elements:dis-
posed ex;enorly of the covering 27. . The lower:end por-
tlons ‘ghe fr_(_)ut suspender straps | 25, -25,-and: the:spaced
pomon of the. front connector. member 28 secured to the
front suspender straps, are formed to ‘define- a_pair-of
buttonholes 32 32 or Gther fastener. elements. suitable for,
purposes appearmg “presently.

As seen in Fig.. 5, the rear suspender straps 726; 26 are
provided; respectively, with exterior fasténer elements 33,
33, such as buttons or- the like, drsposed ad]acent to.-and
spated above the Tower | trap ends. - While the lowe
of “the réar” ‘suspenider straps and “the’ portiéns
rear connector member. 29° secured to the” Idtter straps‘are
I}fépl‘b‘vlded with'btittontioles 34° or' sther €quivalent fastener

ans

Extending along the right leg opening of the body cher-
h:lg 2%:dnd’ “having its oppos1te ‘ends’ secured 16 ‘th
w‘;lrd*endsof the-connector meémbers' 28’ and 9

' oﬁespbndmg to° the nght leg opening thereof L
INJOPPOSite ‘erds stitched: or otherwise secuted’to’the Tight

sMoreispe-:

4

ward ends of the front and rear connectors 28 and 29.

"A"parfial left leg band "37 is similarly sécured along ‘the

lower edge portion of the covering 27 corresponding to
the left leg opening, and has its cpposite ends stitched or
otherwise secured to the leftward ends of the front and
rear connector members 28 and 29. For purposes of
durability and comfort, it is preferred that the lower
edge portions of the body c¢overing 27 be rolled or wrapped
about the connector members-28 and 29;-and the partial
leg bands 36 and 37, and subsequently stitched to the
connector members and partial leg bands. At the junc-
tures -of the partial leg bands and the front connector

- member 28, exteriorly of the body covering 27, are pro-

vided a pair of fasténer elements- 39, 39, shown for pur-
poses of illustration as buttons. A pair of buttons 40,
40, or other suitable fastener elements are also secured to

" the junctures of the rear connector member 29 and the
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partial leg bands, exteriorly of the body covering 27,
all for purposes appearing presénily.

“The crotch piece, generally’ des1gnated 22, "is"bgst seen
in'Figs. 6 and 7 as béirg of senerally elongated configura-
tion, havmg arcuately .concave longltudmal side " édges
42 ‘anid’43. Further, ithe croteh’ plece is“formed: at*one
end “with " a “pair’ of “lafetally: ‘spaced, 1ong1tudma11y out-
wardly extending tabs-or extersions‘44; 44, and dimilarly
formed ‘at -the “other-‘end ‘with" a. pair- of latérdlly” spaced
longrtudmally outwardly ‘extending tabs or extensions* 45,
45, “Tt>will be observed’ that the ‘end tabs 44 and-45 taper
toward Lthelr ‘distal ‘ends; and-thus ‘défine’ a ‘servated or
generally “M-shifpad cun‘igurauon “at*-sach “end - ‘of “‘the
The “distal ‘ends’ of “the' tabs ‘44, 44+are
fofmed-with® a’ pair-of ‘fastener-'€lements -ors buttonholes
46,-46,°while the adjacent’ portxon of ‘the ‘crotch pieceis
fornted-with: an‘-additional pair of: fasténer-elemients:or
buttonholes 47, 47: spaced Iaterally outwards-fronrthe tab
end butténhocles. “The distal eridsof the tabs 45,45 "are
similarly provided ‘with buttoriholes 48;:48 or: other fasten-
ér’eleniénts; -and;: additional buttonholes of fastener -ele-
ments 49 :49:are formed-in the adjacent crotch piece por-
tion spaced laterally ‘outwards from the buttonholes 48;:48.

“The* preferred ‘gonstruction “of the:crofchpiece~22 ‘is
bést ‘seensiin’ Fig. 7, and inclhdes a. lower or cuter Jayer
52-and ansfupder ‘orifmnerlayer 53;bothof:the above
descrrbed dotifigtiration; disposed n superposed - rejation
Fepéspéct toéach other-iand sscured together- about
theii® pefiphéraliedges by ‘any suitable means. The: lower
aridt dpper kayerss 52 and: 53vdre preferably Fabricated--of

_ rélatively“soft, flexible sheet’ ‘material, and thesupperlayer
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'upper 1aye1 3;

has-its* "e'eht’rél' Porifericut dwayitag-at'54. ‘Trterposed-be-

‘tween the lower and upper layers 52‘@1" ""3 4s? au iater-

Fig. 6

“The* napkm ‘of 'thé presént invefition,” best'§éen” in* Fig.
16, coitiprises” a” generally’ réctdrigtilar “pad or "Body 52
fabricated of gauze or other suitable” matérial, 4nd {5 pro-
vided with “{lexible "150ps of éyes 59 ‘and 66 sedured ‘on
opposrte “ends “of and projécting” oiitwards™ beyond “the
pad "The loops rnay be formied of separate “threads, hav-
ing their opposite ends secured to the pad by’ stltchmg,
stapling or-otherwise, or may- be formed of the napkin

' maferia] itself twrsted to form- a ‘filantent and then secured

. 65

to thespad proper. - A-pair- ‘of flexible: sectiring-strips 61
and+62;-respectivelyr provrded with-end buttons +63-and
647and with-a- plurality -of-longitudinally: spaced --button-
holes- 65-and: 66:or other appropriate fastener-elements,

© are~extended: threugh-the loops 59 and' 68y for-plrposes

((]

*“eucu'chug ‘thé wearsr’s ¢
‘ot

appearing presently in' greater -detail,
Inifiise; thesipper pantie section2¥ isiplaced:about the
hipsiof-the 'wearer, with: the Walstband 24 upperniost- #nd
¥ IThe érdtchs prece ‘21 has
fid“attiched*toSth reé‘-r\iiér‘d?ildwer PO ¥
Hpperpantie* séction: 21, as by passing:the biittons: 3333
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through the buttonholes 46, 46, and the buttons 40, 40
through the buttonholes 47, 47. o

The napkin is preferably prepared by wrapping the pad
58 in a fragrantly scented deodorizing tissue, 68, see
Fig. 3, which is preferably fabricated of soft, absorbent
paper or the like. With the securing strip 62 extending
through the loop 60, the buttons 64, 64 are engaged in
the buttonholes 34, 34, respectively, to complete the
condition of Fig. 3. If the pad 58 does not overlie the
exposed portion of the liquid repellent layer or lining 55,
as illustrated, the securing strap 62 may be adjusted by
engaging one of the buttons 64 through one of the but-
tonholes 65. This will of course adjust the pad longitudi-
nally of the crotch piece. The securing strip buttons 63
are similarly engaged through the front buttonholes 32,
32, and adjusted as required; and, the depending end of
the crotch piece is drawn forwardly to pass the buttons
31, 31 through the buttonholes 48, 48, and the buttons
39, 39 through the buttonhoies 49, 49. This will com-
plete the condition illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5. It will
be observed that the M-shaped crotch piece end exten-
sions, -and the spaced fastener elements, insure closure
of the garment crotch region while permitting ventilation
thereof through the spaces between the fasteners.

When it is desired to employ the pantie garment of the
instant invention as a comveniional pantie, as during
periods free of menstruation, the crotch piece 22a may
be used. This crotch piece is similar to the first de-
scribed crotch piece 22, being of elongated, specifically
configured contour, but is not provided with the liquid
resistant intermediate layer or lining. That is, the crotch

iece 22’ has end tabs 44q, 44a and 454, 45a, corre-
sponding to the end tabs 44, 44 and 45, 45; and, is pro-
vided with buttonholes or other appropriate fastener ele-
ments 46a, 46a, 47a, 47a, 48a, 48a and 49a, 49a, ar-
ranged in the same manner and corresponding to the
buttonholes 46, 46, 47, 47, 48, 48 and 49, 49. The lower
or outer layer 52a of the crotch piece 22a is substan-
tially identical to the lower or outer layer 52 of crotch
piece 22, however the upper or inmer layer 53a of the
crotch piece 22a differs from the upper layer 53 in that
its central portion is not cut out. That is, the lower and
upper layers of the crotch piece 22a are substantially
identical, and secured in facing, superposed engagement
with each other, as by peripheral stitching or other suit-
able securing means. The crotch piece 22a may of course
be employed, in the absence of the sanitary napkin, in
substantially the same manner as the crotch piece 22.

A further modification of the crotch piece 22 is illus-
trated at 22b in Figs. 10-14. That is, the sanitary gar-
ment, generally designated 265 in Figs. 10-12, includes
an upper pantie section 215 substantially identical to the
upper .pantie section 21, and a crotch piece 225 substan-
tially identical to the crotch piece 22, but with the addi-
tion of leg shizlds or guards 69 and 70.

Thus, as best seen in Figs. 13 and 14, the crotch piece
22} has end tabs 44b, 44b, and 45b, 45b, and is formed
with buttonholes or other fastener elements 46b, 46b, 47D,
47b, 48b, 48b, 49b and 49b. The intermediate crotch
piece layer or lining 55b is exposed through a central cut-
out 54b of the upper crotch piece layer 53b.

In the plan view of Fig. 13, the leg shields 69 and 70
are illustrated as extending laterally outwards from op-
posite side edges of the crotch piece 225, centrally thereof.
More particularly, the leg shields 69 and 70 are each
fabricated of relatively soft, flexible sheet material, pref-
erably of double thickness as seen in Fig. 14, and have
their upper or inner ends stitched or otherwise secured
to opposite side edges of the crotch piece. Further, rela-
tively soft, preferably sponge-like binding strips or tapes
71 and 72 are stitched or otherwise held fast along the
secured ends of the shields 69 and 7@, respectively, and
the crotch piece edges on opposite sides of the exposed
liner 555.

The distal, unsecured ends of the leg shields 69 and 70
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are provided with elastic strips or garters 73 and 74, for
a purpose appearing presently. With the pantie top sec-
tion 21b and crotch piece 22b in position, see Fig. 10,
the leg shields 69 and 70 will depend from the crotch
piece between the wearer’s legs. The garters 73 and 74
may be placed about the wearer’s legs to distend and
maintain the shields each in facing engagement with its
respective leg. This of course will prevent rubbing,
chaffing and other irritation of the legs during normal
body movements. ‘

The sanitary napkin may also be employed in con-
junction with the crotch piece 22b, see Fig. 12, in sub-
stantially the same manner as described hereinbefore in
connection with Fig. 3. In addition, the crotch piece
22a may also be employed with leg shields, for use during
periods free from menstruation.

A further embodiment of the present invention is illus-
trated in Fig. 15, wherein a sanitary garment, generally
designated 20c includes a modified upper pantie section
21c and a crotch piece 22¢, substantially identical to the
crotch piece 22. )

The garment 20c¢ is particularly well suited to be worn
over a foundation garment or the like, and for use under
relatively hot climatic conditions. That is, the upper
pantie section 21c¢ eliminates the need for a body cover-
ing, and comprises a waistband 24¢, front suspender
straps 25¢, 28¢c, rear suspender straps 26¢, 26¢, and right
and left partial leg bands 36¢ and 37c. ‘

As in the first described form of the present invention,
the waistband 24c and the leg bands 36¢ and 37c are
preferably fabricated of elastic, strip material. The sus-
pender straps 25¢ and 26¢ depend, respectively, from
spaced points of the central front and rear portions of
the waistband, terminating forwardly and rearwardly of
the crotch region. The suspender straps are provided
adjacent to but spaced from their lower ends with fastener
elements, such as buttons 31¢, 31c and 33c¢, 33c, corre-
sponding to the buttons 31, 31 and 33, 33, and are further
provided in their end portions with fastener elements or
buttonholes for receiving the buttons 63 and 64.

A pair of right and left side straps 77 and 78, respec-
tively, have their upper ends secured by any suitable
means to opposite side portions of the waistband 24c,
and have their lower ends secured to intermediate por-
tions of the right and left partial leg bands 36¢ and 37c,
respectively. On the ends of the partial leg bands 36¢
and 37c are provided fastener elements 39¢ and 40c¢
corresponding to the fastener elements 39 and 49, for
engagement in the crotch piece buttonholes 47 and 49. It
will be observed that the laterally disposed connector
members 28 and 29 of the first described pantie section
21 are eliminated in the open, light weight construction
of Fig. 15. R

It will now be understood that the sanitary garment
construction of the present invention insures a correct
and comfortable fit,  the suspender straps of the upper
pantie section affording vertical support to_ the crotch
piece, and the securing strips being readily adjustable to
maintain the sanitary napkin in proper position. Further,
the garment may be quickly and easily converted from
everyday use to menstruation use by merely interchanging
crotch pieces, without removing the upper, main pantie
section; and, napkins may also be changed simply, neatly
and efficiently, without removing the upper pantie section.
Of course, an extra or spare crotch piece may be folded
to occupy but negligible space and conveniently carried
in a handbag or pocket.

It will also be apparent that the instant invention com-
pletely eliminates the use of pins, and moreover, does not
require the use of fastener elements in engagement with
or facing toward the person of the wearer, thereby afford-
ing a maximum of comfort and safety.

From the foregoing, it is seen that the present invention
provides an all-purpose sanitary garment of the partie
type, and napkin for use therewith which fully accomplish
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‘Weirinteiided objects; andrare well:ddapted to’meet-prac-
‘theal ‘conditions ‘of: mianufacture-and use.

‘\Am&euth the-présent” invention “has been” ‘déscribed-in
some detail by wayof ‘illustration andexample for:pur-
poses:of clarity of understanding, it is-understood: that cer-
#in changes and:modifications, such as ‘the 'substitution of
thaterials and: equivalent fastener elements-may be made
within "the “spirit of the - invention -and -scope 'of “the
appenided: claims.

What is claimed is:

“1: A safiitary pantie ‘compfising a4 waistband, a pair of
spaced front suspender straps ‘depending from the central
front portion of said' waistband and terminating forwardly
ot the crotch region; 4 -pair of spaced tear susperider straps
@Bpending from:the central ‘back' portion“of said waistband
and terminating rearwardly-‘of*the- ¢rotch' region, a- pair
of:pastial: Jeg “bands -eich addptéd toréxtend  about the
vlter portion ‘of one*legof ‘the“wearer- and ‘terminating
ghort-ofthe-ddjacent front and-rear suspender straps,-an
¢lengated crotch piece ‘shaped to' conformably’ engage ‘the
crotch of the wearer, and releasable securing means on
wiid/suspender straps and leg bandscand ‘on opposite-ends
of-said trotch ipiece for detachably securing “the-latter in
position; a sanitary napkin“seated-longitudinally:‘on-said
crotch piece; a” pair--of Jloops: on- opposite  ends “of said
hapkin, and a‘securing strip “extending’tlirough-each .of
Maid: Joops, each- of ‘said’ sécuring strips being provided
with means releasably ‘interengageable ‘with said securing
fYeans to detachably connect’ said:strips: to-the: adjacent
pair-of- said suspender-straps.

2.2, *A’sanitary pantie comprising awdistband, a-pair-of
spaced front-suspender straps: depending fromy’the central
front portion of said waistband and terminating forwardly
of ‘the crotch .region; a ~pair *ofspaceéd- rearsuspender

straps depeading: from’ithe: centtal* back “portion’ of said $

waistband- #nd “terminating rearwardly: of 7 the “crotch
Teg#on, a laterally:disposed front-connéctor: memberex-
ending “between ands-secured -to- the:lower endsofisaid
Front suspender straps; a-laterdlly-disposed:-rear connector

member extestlingbetween:and secured:toithe lower ends 4

ofsaid -rear ‘suspenderistraps,: a’ partial: right leg: band
Waving'its opposite-ends secured 'to: the rightward-ends of
said front-and réar connector-members; a partial left leg
banid having its:oppositeends secured to the leftward ends
of ‘said-front "and réar comnector: members; ani elongate
trotch piece ‘shaped-to Conformiably-engage the crotch of
Yhe weurer; and releasable:securing ‘means onsaid: front
#nd rear’connector members and-suspender straps andon
‘bpposite-ends' of said crotch piece for  detachably sécuring
‘the:dafter inposition éxteriding  betweensaid ‘cofthector
metabers, a'sanitary-ifapkin-seated longitudinally>on:said
eroteh: plece, a: pair of.loops “on topposite-‘ends: of said
napkin, and a securing strip extendmg through:each of
waid lobps; each’ of:saidsecuring steips being provided
with:means releasably interengageable iwith' saidvsecuring
medns to° detachably “connect said’ stripsito the-adjacent
pairof waid suspender straps.

8
J13.%A ssamitary:zpantie comprisingawaistband,: gupair
of spaced front suspender straps:depending: fromr. the:cen-
tral frontiportion of said:waistband:and terminating:for-
wardly: of:'the: crotch region, a ‘pair of :spaced rear.sus-
pender straps.depending from the.central: back:portion of
said- waistband andzterminating rearwardly of:the: crotch
tegion,--a “laterally . disposed. front . connecting. member
éxtending between.and secured to.the lower endsof said

frontisuspender straps; a laterally 'disposed rear connector
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memberiextending between: and secured to:the lower ends
of said rearvsuspender straps, a partial” right leg band
having:itsopposite:ends: secured: to the rightward' ends:of
said ' front ‘and ‘rear-connéctor members, a partial left:leg
band having:itscopposite ends secured to theleftward -ends
of:said front-and:rear connéctor members, a flexible sheet
covering “having “its ‘upper :edge portion -secured: along
said-waistband and having ‘its' lower edge:portion secured
along’ said’ leg bands+and ‘connector ‘members to cover
the lower torso portion of:the wearer, and elongate crotch
piece shaped>to conformably engage: the crotch 'of 'the
wearer, téleasable  securing means on' the opposite ends
of said front:and “rear-connector -members -and on "the
opposite:ends-of - said crotch piece for detachably secur-
ing the latter'in position extending between said connector
miembers, a: pair:‘of laterally spaced . longitudinally ex-
tending ‘tabs on-each<end of said.crotch piece overlying
the portions of said covering adjacent to the crotch region,
and additional'releasable securing means-on-s2id suspender
straps: and: the-distal ends "of:sdid: tabs for detachably se-
curing the latter in-saidoverlying relation.

4. Assanitary pantieaccording to claim: 3;»wherein said
connector members::extend laterally beyond’ the lower

-ends tof-isaid:suspender: straps;- said: first named-securing

meansi:thus: being ‘spaced~from second: named. securing
means-to-dfford: ventilation to:'the crotch region of the
wearer.

. 5 Avsanitary-pantie: according to claim.3, in:combina-
tion “with:a sanitary napkin seated:longitudinally. on.said
crotch piece, ‘awpair “of "loops. on. opposite ends: of+said
napkin, ~and:securing . ‘strips, extending: ‘through ‘each of
said loops, -each of-said: securing strips being detachably
secured- toran intermediate: portion of -the adjacent con-
nector:-miember to. detachably secure said -napkinin
position.

- 6: “A:sanitary napkin:.according to claim. 5,:said: crotch
piecehaving :its central - portion - underlying - said -napkin
fabricated of:flexible, liquid resistant: material, -the re-
mainder of: said crotch piece being fabricated of relatively
soft;*'woven material.
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