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o tion tool (1800). Methods of utilizing these tools are also disclosed.
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(57) Abstract: Apparatus and methods for preparing a disc space and inserting an intervertebral disc implant therein are disclosed.
Among the various instruments disclosed are a midline marker (1000), a reference pin drill and insertion guide (1060), a fin drill
guide (1314), a chisel guide (1450), a sizer (1508), a serrated broach (1636), an implant dispenser (1756), and an implant inser-
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Box No. Il Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. L—_I Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subjecl matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).”

Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

Bis.ntepationd 6 uhins Aserinvowad multiple nxentions, iy his ipiemational anpligationnas feHowSe.

Group II: Claims 21-28 are directed to a reference pin drill and insertion guide for use in preparing adjacent first and second vertebral
bodies separated by a disc space.

Group lIl: Claims 29-43 are directed to an implant dispenser for holding the top and bottom elements of an intervertebral disc implant.

The inventions listed as Groups I-Ill do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

The special technical feature of Group | is a marker for determining the midline of a disc space between two vertebrae, which is not
present in Group l! that has a special technical feature of a reference pin drill and insertion guide for use in preparing adjacent first and
second vertebral bodies separated by a disc space, which is not present in Group Il that has a special technical feature of an implant
dispenser for holding the top and bottom elements of an intervertebral disc implant. Accordingly, unity of invention is lacking under PCT
Rute 13.1.

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this internatiorial search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. & No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Claims 1-20

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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