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This invention relates in general to improve 
ments in containers, and more particularly to 
collapsible containers for bottled goods. 

It is one of the objects of this invention to 
5 provide an improved container which can be 
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shipped in flat condition, and which is SO con 
structed that it can be quickly converted into 
assembled condition by a simple movement of 
the free ends toward one another. 
A more specific object of the invention is to 

provide a collapsible container, which in flat con 
dition, has parts permanently Secured to One an 
other to cause automatic assembly into proper 
form when the free ends are moved toward One 
another. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a container which may be assembled either into 
rectangular box formation for economical pack 
ing in larger containers, or in the form of an 
individual Satchel-like carrying case. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a container which is particularly adapted to re 
ceive and hold in a compact manner six bottles 
of a size used for malt beverages. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a container which is simple in construction, 
inexpensive to manufacture, neat in appear 
ance, and well adapted for the purpose described. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists of the improved container 
and all its parts and combinations as Set forth 
in the claims, and all equivalents thereof. 
In the accompanying drawings illustrating one 

complete embodiment of the preferred form of 
the invention, in which the same reference num 
erals designate the same parts in all of the 
Views: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view showing the cut and 
scored blank; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the completed con 
tainer in flat condition ready for shipment; 

Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view showing the 
container assembled in the form of a carrying 
case, 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary detail view illustrating 
the interlocking construction for maintaining 
the container in carrying case form, parts being 
broken away; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the container in 
carrying case form; 

Fig. 6 is a plan view illustrating the container 
assembled in rectangular box formation; and 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary Sectional view taken on line 7-7 of Fig.6. 
Referring, first, more particularly to Fig. 1 of 

1932, Serial No. 629,784 
(C1, 229-52) 

the drawings, it will be seen that the container is 
cut from a single sheet of fiberboard, cardboard, 
or the like, and suitably scored, as indicated in 
Fig. 1, to provide a bottom section 10, side sec 
tions if and 2 foldably connected to the bottom 
Section, top sections 3 and 4 foldably con 
nected to the side sections f and 2, and end 
Sections 5 and 6 foldably connected to the 
ends of the bottom section 0. 
The free end of each of the sections 3 and 

4 is cut into handle formation, as at 7 and 8, 
and the material cut from the handle opening 9 
in the Section 3 is left connected to the lower 
edge of the opening and is cut to provide a 
tongue 20. The material from which the handle 
opening 2 was cut is left connected to the upper 
edge of Said opening to provide a flap 22, and 
Said flap is formed with Spaced slits 23 therein 
for a purpose to be hereinafter described. In 
addition, the outer edge of the handle portion 
8 may be provided with a projecting tongue 24 
having OutWardly diverging sides. 
The side sections f and f2 are connected on 

each side with the end sections fs and 6 by means 
of L-shaped flaps, each of said flaps comprising 
a section 25 and a section 26 extending at right 
angles to the section 25 and connected to the lat 
ter by an oblique line of Scoring 27. Each of the 
flap sections 26 extends along a portion of the 
side edge of the adjacent top sections 3 and 4, 
and is provided with a transverse line of scoring 
28 which is in line with the line of fold between 
the top section and the adjacent side section. The 
end sections 5 and f 6 are formed with extensions 
Which each comprise a trapezium section 29 and 
triangular sections 30 connected by oblique lines 
of Scoring 3 with the non-parallel sides of the 
trapezium section. Each of the triangular sec 
tions 30 is further connected with the adjacent 
flap section 25 by a rectangular corner piece 32, 
said corner piece being foldable with respect to 
the Section 25 and with respect to the triangular 
section 30 on lines of scoring 33 and 34 respec 
tively. 
The blank thus cut and scored as above de 

Scribed and as shown in Fig. 1, is then folded to 
the position shown in Fig. 2, and the ends of the 
flap sections 26 are secured to the top sections 3 
and 4 by means of stapling or the like, as at 35. 
The containers are then ready to be shipped in 
stacks to the user. When they are to be as 
sembled, the handle parts 7 and 18 are moved 
toward one another, and due to the stapling 35 
and to the formation of the lines of scoring, the 
ends and flap portions of the container will auto 
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matically move to assembled position shown in 
Figs, 3 and 5. During the first part of the move 
ment of the handles toward one another, there 
will be folding along the oblique lines of scoring 
21 until the parts 25 and 26 are moved into aline 
ment with one another. Then, as the handles are 
brought into contact, there will be a folding on 
the lines of scoring 3 between the triangular sec 
tions 30 and the trapezium sections 29, and there 
will be a folding on the lines of scoring 33 to bring 
the corner pieces 32 into parallelism with and into 
contact with the top sections 3 and 4, as shown 
in Figs. 3 and 5. Next, the tongue 2 in connec 
tion with the handle part is pushed through 
the opening 2 f of the handle part 8, and its 
ends are caused to engage with angular slits 36 
in the manner illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5 to hold 
the two handle sections in registration with One 

20 
another. The flap 22 in the opening 2 of the 
handle section a may then be bent upwardly 
adjacent the outer side of the handle section , 
and the extension tongue 24 bent over and en 
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gaged with the slits 23 in the manner clearly 
shown in Figs. 4 and 5. 
By referring to Fig. 3 it will be seen that the 

container is constructed to hold two layers of 
bottles 37 of the size used for malt beverages, the layers being preferably separated by a partition 
38. 
The container may also be assembled in rec 

tangular box formation instead of in carrying case 
form, by bringing the top sections down into 
parallelism with the bottom, as indicated in Figs. 
6 and 7, and by causing the extension tongue 24 
to engage a slit 39 adjacent the line of fold be 
tween the top section 3 and the side section f. 
With this type of container, bottling concerns 

may pack six bottles of their goods in each indi 
vidual container, assembling the containers in 
rectangular box-like formation, as shown in Fig. 
6, and a group of the individual containers may 
then be compactly arranged in a larger shipping 
case. The retailer can then sell the bottled goods 
from the individual containers, and if a customer 
desires six bottles, one of the individual contain 
ers can be converted from the rectangular box 
like formation of Fig. 6 to the carrying case con 
dition shown in Fig. 5, and the purchaser will 
then have a convenient receptacle for transport 
ing the bottles. The carrying case also furnishes 
a very convenient, method of carrying bottled 
goods on picnics or the like. . 

It is to be emphasized that the stapling shown 
at 35 in the drawing of parts of the container 
in partially folded condition is what makes it 
possible for the container to automatically as 
semble itself when the handles are pulled toward. 
one another. This is an extremely important 
feature, as it makes it impossible for the con 
tainers to be assembled in an improper manner. 
It is further to be emphasized that when the con 
tainer is assembled in the carrying case form, that 
the top sections 3 and 4 yieldingly engage and 
contact with the corner pieces 32, as illustrated 
in Figs. 3 and 4, and said corner pieces therefore 
tend to provide a relatively tight closure at each 
corner to prevent displacement of the end Sec 

2,008,448 
tions, and to yieldingly support the cover sec 
tions and hold them in an angular position with 
respect to the body. 
Where it is not desired to have the container 

adapted for assembly in rectangular box forma- 5 
tion, the lines of scoring between the top sec 
tions 3 and f4 and the side sections i? and 2 
may be omitted. When this is done, the assem 
bly will be identical to that illustrated in Fig. 5, 
except that the sides and top sections will be 
integral and will curve into position around the 
ends. 
Other changes and modifications may be made 

without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion, and all of such changes are contemplated 
as may come within the scope of the claims, 
What claim is: . 
1. A container comprising a bottom section, side 

sections connected to opposite side edges of said 
bottom section, end sections connected to oppo 
site end edges of said bottom section, a top sec 
tion foldably connected to each side section, said 
top sections being formed with cooperating ex 
tensions positionable in parallel vertical position 
to provide a carrying handle when said top sec 
tions are in angular position with respect to One 
another, and means engageable with the handle 
extensions for detachably locking said handle ex 
tensions juxtaposed in said parallel position. 

2. A container comprising a bottom section, side 
sections connected to opposite side edges of said 
bottom section, end sections connected to oppo 
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site end edges of said bottom section, a top sec 
tion foldably connected to each side section, 
said top sections being formed with cooperating 35 
apertured extensions positionable in parallel ver 
tical position to provide a carrying handle when 
said top sections are in angular position with 
respect to one another, and means for detach 
ably locking said handle extensions in said po 
sition comprising a flap having slits therein fold 
able from the aperture of one of said extensions 
through the aperture of the other of said exten 
sions, and means on one of said extensions en 
gageable with said slits to lock said flap in po 
sition. V 

3. A container comprising a bottom section, 
side sections connected to opposite side edges of 
said bottom section, end sections connected to 
opposite end edges of said bottom section, a top 50 
section foldably connected to each side section, 
said top sections being formed with cooperating 
apertured extensions positionable in parallel ver 
tical position to provide a carrying handle when 
said top sections are in angular position with re 
spect to one another, a flap foldable from the up 
per edge of the aperture of one of said exten 
sions through the aperture of the other of said 
extensions, means cooperable with said flap to 
detachably lock the same in said folded position, 
a flap foldable from the lower edge of the sec 
ond-mentioned aperture through the first-men 
tioned aperture to a position adjacent one of the 
angular top sections, and means cooperable with 
said second flap to lock the same in folded posi- 65 
tion. 
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