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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Stewarr R. Locs-
RIDGE, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Warm Springs, in the county of Bath,
State of Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Wire-Stretcher
Clamps; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to wire stretcher
clamps.

The object of the invention resides in the
provision of a wire stretcher clamp for hold-
mg independent or woven wire fencing
whereby same is securely clamped during
the operation of stretching same.

A further object of the invention resides
in the provision of a wire stretcher clamp
which will be simple in construction, effi-
clent in use, and which may be manufac-
tured at comparatively small cost.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in the details of con-
struction and in the arrangement and com-
bination of parts to be hereinafter more
fully described and particularly pointed out
in the appended claim.

In describing the invention in detail ref-
erence will be had to the accompanying
drawings wherein like characters of refer-
ence denote corresponding parts in the sev-
eral views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a clamp
constructed in accordance with the inven-
tion, same being shown operatively asso-
clated with a wire fence. Fig. 2 an enlarged
section on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Tig. 3
an enlarged section on the line 3—3 of Ifig.
1, and TF1g. 4 a detail perspective view of one
of the hinged clamps of the device detached.

Referring to the drawings the clamp is
shown as comprising codperating sections or
bars 10 and 11. The inner face of the bar
10 has secured thereto a metallic strip 12
sald strip being disposed longitudinally of
the bar 10. Passing through the strip 12 at
spaced points are bolts 13, the heads of said
bolts being retained between the strip 12
and the bar 10. These bolts 13 are adapted
to engage in recesses 14 formed in the inner
face of the bar 11 whereby said bars 10 and
11 are held against relative lateral and lon-
gitudinal movement when disposed in co-
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operative relation. Bolted upon the inner
face of the bar 11 on each side of the longi-
tudinal axis of said bar are metallic strips
15 and 16 which serve as gripping elements
for wire disposed between the bars 10
and 11. :

The bars 10 and 11 are held against bodily
movement away from each other by means
of clamps A disposed respectively adjacent
the ends of said bars. These clamps A are
formed of hinged sections 17 and 18 each
of which is of substantially U-shape and
the former rigidly secured to the bar 10.
The ends of the sections 17 and 18 are bent
outwardly to form ears 19 and 20 respec-
tively and these ears are provided respec-
tively with perforations 21 and 22. To se-
cure the bars in cobperating relation the
bolts 18 are inserted in the recesses 14 and
the sections 18 of the clamps A then moved
into embracing rvelation with the bar 11.
The ends of the sections 17 and 18 are se-
cured together by a T-shaped member C
the arms of which are threaded and pass
through the perforations 21 and 292 respec-
tively. Nuts 23 are then screwed upon the
arms of the T-shaped member C and in this
manner the bars 10 and 11 are drawn to-
ward each other so as to firmly clamp the
fence wire therebetween preliminary fo the
operation of stretching. The stems of the
T-shaped members C terminate at their
outer ends in eyes 24 respectively which
serve as a means for connecting the clamp
to the stretching chain of any desired type
of stretcher.

What I claim is:—

A wire stretcher clamp comprising co-
operating bars, a metallic strip secured
against the inner face of one of said bars
and extending longitudinally thereof, studs
mounted at spaced points in said strip and
extending laterally of the bar, the other
of said bars being provided on its inner face
with spaced recesses receiving said studs
respectively, metallic strips mounted on the
inner face of the second named bar and dis-
posed respectively on opposite sides of the
longitudinal axis thereof, and clamping
members disposed at each end of said bars
to secure same against bodily movement
away from each other, each of said clamp-
ing members comprising hinged sections of
substantially U-shape one of which is rigidly
secured to the first named bar in embracing
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relation thereto and the other movable into
embracing relation with respect to the sec-
ond named bar, the ends of said sections
extending cutwardly to form ears provided
with alining openings, T-shaped members
having their arms threaded respectively and
sngaged through alining openings of said
outwardly extending ends, nuts on said

avms, and an eve formed on the free end of
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the stem of each of the T-shaped members
for securing same to a stretching chain.
Tn testimony whereof, T affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.
STEWART R. LOCERIDGE.

Witnesses:
Gro. B. VEvanLe,
C. AL Gaww.

Copies of this patent may be obiained for five cenis ea

ch, by addvessing the ¢ Cominissioner of Patenis,

Washington, I, 0.7




