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(57) Abrege/Abstract:

An adjustable height backsplash for an appliance such as a cooking range Is disclosed. The backsplash includes an upper wall
mount mountable to a wall; a lower wall mount mountable to the wall at a selectable distance from the upper wall mount; an upper
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(57) Abrege(suite)/Abstract(continued):
faceplate mountable to the upper wall mount and including an upper front panel; and a lower faceplate mountable to the lower wall

mount and Including a lower front panel. After installation, the upper front panel and the lower front panel together substantially
cover a continuous portion of the wall.
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BACKSPLASH FOR AN APPLIANCE

ABSTRACT

An adjustable height backsplash for an appliance such as a cooking
range is disclosed. The backsplash includes an upper wall mount mountable
to a wall; a lower wall mount mountable to the wall at a selectable distance
from the upper wall mount; an upper faceplate mountable to the upper wall
mount and including an upper front panel, and a lower faceplate mountable to
the lower wall mount and including a lower front panel. After installation, the
upper front panel and the lower front panel together substantially cover a

continuous portion of the wall.
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BACKSPLASH FOR AN APPLIANCE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to a backsplash for an appliance.
More particularly, this invention relates to an adjustable height backsplash for

an appliance such as a cooking range.

A cooking range typically includes a backsplash which is positioned at
the rear of the cooking range housing and projects upward from the cook top.
Such a backsplash has a number of uses. For example, it often includes
controls for selectively operating the baking and broiling cavity or the oven.
Sometimes it also includes controls for selectively operating the various
surface cooking units on the cook top. Furthermore, the backsplash provides
an easy-to-clean surface after a cooking spill occurs. To this end, it Is often

desirable that the backsplash has a very smooth, continuous/un-interrupted

front surface.

Figure 1 illustrates an exemplary freestanding gas range 100. The
gas range 100 includes an outer body or housing 112 that has a generally
rectangular shaped cook top 114. An oven, not shown in detail, is positioned
below the cook top 114 and has a front-opening access door 116. An integral
backsplash 118 extends upward from a rear edge 120 of the cook top 114 and
contains various controls 119 for selectively operating heating elements 122
on the cook top 114 and/or heating elements in the oven. In some of today's
kitchens, a cooking range is usually positioned adjacent to a wall and below or
beneath a top vent hood. In such a configuration, it is often desirable to have
a backsplash which essentially covers a continuous portion of the wall that
extends from the cook top of the cooking range all the way to the top vent

hood. However, the backsplash 118 of the gas range 100 usually is not high

enough for this purpose.
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In some of today’s cooking ranges, the controls and other features are

placed at the front of the cooking ranges. A configuration with front controis
eliminates the need to provide a backsplash integrated with the cooking
range. Figure 2 illustrates an exempiary, freestanding gas range 200 with
front controls and no integrated backsplash. The gas range 200 includes an
outer body or housing 212 that has a generally rectangular shaped cook top
214. An oven. not shown in detail, is positioned below the cook top 214 ana
has a front-opening access door 216. A range control panel 218 is positioned
between the access door 216 and the cook top 214 and contains various
controls 219 for selectively operating heating elements 222 on the cook top
214 and the heating elements in the oven. The gas range 200 may also
incorporate vents 226, 240 for venting gases from around the oven and/or for

downdraft ventilation of surface burner gases.

The gas range 200 lacks an easy-to-clean backsplash. As a result, a
consumer is left with using a separate backsplash. Of course, a tiled wall or a
painted wall adjacent to the gas range 200 may be used as a backsplash for
the gas range 200. However, in each of these instances the backsplash does
not match the proximate gas range 200 in terms of material, color, etc.
Furthermore, if a painted wall is used as a backsplash, it often lacks good
cleanability. When a consumer desires a backsplash that matches the
proximate gas range 200, a custom-made backsplash is often required
because the height or distance between the cooking range 200 and a top

object such as a vent hood varies from home to home.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

As described herein, preferred embodiments of the invention

overcome one or more of the above or other disadvantages known in the art.

One aspect of the invention relates to an adjustable height backsplash
for an appliance. The backsplash includes an upper wall mount mountable to

a wall. a lower wall mount mountable to the wall at a predetermined or

selected distance (predetermined or selected distance means the distance
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between the upper wall mount and the lower wall mount is determined at the

time of installation, not at the time of manufacture) from the upper wall mount,
an upper faceplate, and a lower faceplate. The lower faceplate is mountable
to the lower wall mount and includes a lower front panel. The upper faceplate
is mountable to the upper wall mount and includes an upper front panel. The
upper faceplate is configured to receive at least a portion of the lower
faceplate so that the height of the backsplash is adjustable. After installation,
the upper front panel and the lower front panel together substantially cover a

continuous portion of the wall.

Another aspect of the invention relates to an arrangement of a
cooking range and an adjustable height backsplash. The cooking range Is
positioned adjacent to a wall and beneath a top object, such as for example, a
range hood, or combination oven and hood. The adjustable height
backsplash includes an upper wall mount mounted to the wall and positionea
between the top object and the cooking range, a lower wall mount mounted to
the wall and disposed at a predetermined distance from the upper wall mount,
an upper faceplate, and a lower faceplate. The lower faceplate is mounted to
the lower wall mount and includes a lower front panel. The upper faceplate Is
mounted to the upper wall mount and includes an upper front panel. The upper
faceplate is configured to receive at least a portion of the lower faceplate so
that the height of the backsplash is adjustable. The upper front panel and the
lower front panel together substantially cover a continuous portion of the wall

that extends from the top rear edge of the cooking range to the top object.

These and other aspects and advantages of the present invention will
become apparent from the following detailed description considered In
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. It is to be understood, however,
that the drawings are designed solely for purposes of illustration and not as a
definition of the limits of the invention, for which reference should be made to
the appended claims. Moreover, the drawings are not necessarily drawn to
scale and that unless otherwise indicated, they are merely intended to

conceptually illustrate the structures and procedures described herein.

3
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following figures illustrate preferred embodiments of the

invention. In the drawings:
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a known gas range,
Figure 2 is a perspective view of another known gas range,

Figure 3 is a perspective view of an assembled backsplash according

to an exemplary embodiment of the invention;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the upper wall mount of the

backsplash of Figure 3;

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the lower wall mount of the

backsplash of Figure 3;

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the upper faceplate of the

backsplash of Figure 3;

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the lower faceplate of the backsplash

of Figure 3;
Figure 8 is an enlarged cutaway depicted in Figure 4;
Figure 9 is an enlarged cutaway depicted in Figure 5;

Figure 10 is a partial, back view of the upper faceplate of the

backsplash of Figure 3;

Figure 11 is a partial, back view of the lower faceplate of the

backsplash of Figure 3;

Figure 12 is a partial front view of the backsplash of Figure 3; and

Figure 13 is another partial front view of the backsplash of Figure 3.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

While the preferred embodiments of the invention are herein
described in connection with a gas range, as set forth more fully below, it is
contemplated that the described preferred embodiments of the invention may
find utility in other appliances where a backsplash is desired but not provided.
The description herein below therefore sets forth only by way of illustration
rather than limitation, and is not intended to limit the practice of the herein

described preferred embodiments of the invention.

A preferred embodiment of a backsplash of the invention is generally
designated by reference numeral 300 in Figure 3. The overall height 302 of
the backsplash 300 may be adjusted to completely fill or cover the gap
between a range top 201 of the range 200 and a top object such as a vent
hood 400. However, the height 304 between the vent hood 400 and a shelf
such as a warming shelf 324 is often constant. The warming shelf 324 and an
upper member 322 form an upper faceplate 320. A lower faceplate 310 Is
positioned below/beneath and/or under the upper faceplate 320 and covers
the space between the range top 201 and the warming shelf 324. The
warming shelf 324 provides a place for placement of items such as pots or
other vessels for keeping food warm. By adjusting the amount of the lower
faceplate 310 under the upper faceplate 320, the height 304 may be adjusted
or changed to ensure a complete coverage of the space between the range
top 201 and the vent hood 400 by the backsplash 300.

The gap between the range top 201 and the vent hood 400 varies by
installation. Because there is a wide range of variables affecting the
placement of the range 200 and the vent hood 400, different installations may
result in different heights 302, 304. Therefore, fixed height backsplash would
not provide a complete coverage and may create a gap at the top or bottom of
such fixed height backsplash in relation to the vent hood 400 or the range top
201 of the range 200.
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The distance 304 from the warming shelf 324 to the vent hood 400 is
often made fixed so cooking vessels or plates placed on the warming shelf

324 can be kept warm by a lamp (not shown) of the vent hood 400.

As shown in Figures 3-7, where like reference numerals are used to
denote like elements, the backsplash 300 includes four main components: a
lower wall mount 340 which is fixable to the wall 500 (see Figure 3; the wall
500 refers to the wall of the room In which the range 200 is installed) above
the gas range 200; the lower faceplate 310 which is mountable over the lower
wall mount 340; an upper wall mount 350 which is fixable to the wall 500
below or beneath the vent hood 400; and the upper faceplate 320 which is

mountable over the upper wall mount 350.

As illustrated in Figure 4, the upper wall mount 350 is generally
rectangular in shape and has a top edge 352 and a bottom edge 351. During
installation, the top edge 352 is placed adjacent to the vent hood 400. A
plurality of upper holes 356 and a plurality of lower holes 358 are provided in
the back panel 359 of the upper wall mount 350 for securing the top wall
mount 350 to the wall 500 by using known fasteners, such as but not limited
to, screws, lag bolts, drywall fixtures or hooks. The upper wall mount 350 has
two side panels 353, 354 which extend outward from the respective side
edges of the back panel 359. Each of the side panels 353, 354 is preferably
substantially perpendicular to the back panel 359. Furthermore, each of the
side panels 353, 354 preferably projects away from the wall 500 when
installed. As illustrated in Figure 8, each of the side panels 353, 354 has an
opening such as groove 355. Each groove 355 is configured to receive a
respective pin 370 (see Fig. 10) on the inside surface of the respective side
panel 321 of the upper faceplate 320. As shown in Fig. 8, each groove 355
preferably extends downward and inward from the outer edge of the
respective side panel 353, 354 so that when the upper faceplate 320 iIs
mounted on the upper wall mount 350, the pins 370 would not accidentally slip
or fall out of the respective grooves 355. This ensures an easy and secure

connection between the upper faceplate 320 and the upper wall mount 350.

6
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As shown in Figure 5, the lower wall mount 340 is generally
rectangular in shape and has a top edge 342 and a bottom edge 341. During
installation the bottom edge 341 is placed proximate to or adjacent to the gas
range 200. A plurality of upper holes 346 and a plurality of lower holes 348
are provided in the back panel 349 of the lower wall mount 340 for securing
the lower wall mount 340 to the wall 500 by using known fasteners, such as
but not limited to, screws, lag boits, drywall fixtures or hooks. The lower wall
mount 340 has two side panels 343, 344 which extend outward from the
respective side edges of the back panel 349. Preferably, each of the side
panels 343, 344 is disposed generally perpendicular to the back panel 349.
Furthermore, each of the side panels 343, 344 preferably projects away from
the wall 500 when installed. As shown in Figure 9, each of the side panels
343, 344 has openings such as grooves 345, 347. The grooves 345, 347 are
configured to receive respective pins 370’ (see Fig. 11) on the inside surfaces
of side panels 314 of the lower faceplate 310. As shown in Fig. 9, each
groove 345, 347 preferably extends downward and inward from the outer
edge of the respective side panel 343, 344 so that when the lower faceplate
310 is mounted on the lower wall mount 340, the pins 370" would not
accidentally slip or fall out of the respective grooves 345, 347. This ensures
an easy and secure connection between the lower faceplate 310 and the

lower wall mount 340.

As shown in Figure 6, the upper faceplate 320 includes the upper
member 322 and the warming shelf 324 which is attached to the upper
member 322, preferably near the bottom edge thereof, and extends outward
therefrom. The warming shelf 324 provides a location for placing items such
as cooking vessels or plates so that they are kept warm by a warming device
such as a lamp of the vent hood 400 during cooking of other foods. The
warming shelf 324 is attached to the upper member 322 during manufacture
to provide a seamless appearance. Alternatively, the warming shelf 324 may
be attached to the upper member 322 during installation by known fastening

devices, such as but not limited to, bolts, screws or hook and grove, In a
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known manner. Preferably, the warming shelf 324 has a plurality of through
holes 325 so that the weight of the warming shelf 324 is reduced and/or the
heat from the cooking operation of the range below will not be substantially

trapped under the warming shelf 324.

The upper member 322 includes an upper front panel 329 which is
generally rectangular In shape and occupies a plane which is generally
parallel to the wall 500 when installed. The upper front panel 329 may be
formed of stainless steel or painted to match the proximate gas range 200.
The upper member 322 has an open bottom 326 so that when installed at
least the top portion of the lower faceplate 310 can enter into the upper
faceplate 320 and be disposed behind the upper faceplate 320. Preferably
the upper member 322 has a top panel 323 which extends outward from the
top edge of the upper front panel 329. The top panel 323 is generally straight

and is disposed substantially adjacent to the vent hood 400 after installation.

The upper member 322 also includes two side panels 321 which
extend outward from the respective side edges of the upper front panel 329.
Preferably, the top panel 323 and the side panels 321 are generally
perpendicular to the upper front panel 329 and cover the gap between the
upper front panel 329 and the wall 500 after the upper faceplate 320 is
mounted on the upper wall mount 350. The top panel 323 and the side panels
321 are preferably made of the same material as the upper front panel 329.
At locations 372, the pins 370 are attached to the respective inside surfaces of
the side panels 321 (see Figure 10). The pins 370 are received in the
respective grooves 355 of the upper wall mount 350 after the upper faceplate
320 is mounted on the upper wall mount 350. Because of the pins 370 and

grooves 355, the upper front panel 329 is smooth and un-interrupted and does

not have any visible fastener.

As clearly shown in Figure 7, the lower faceplate 310 includes a lower
front panel 319 which is generally rectangular in shape and occupies a plane

which Is generally parallel to the wall 500 after installed. The lower front panel
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319 may be made of stainless steel or painted to match the proximate gas

range 200. The lower faceplate 310 has a bottom edge 316 which is

generally straight and is adjacent to the range top 201 after installed.

The lower faceplate 310 preferably also includes a top panel 313 and
a bottom panel 317 (see Figure 11), both of which extend outward from the
top edge and the bottom edge of the lower front panel 319, respectively.
Preferably, the top panel 313 and the bottom panel 316 are generally
perpendicular to the lower front panel 319. The lower faceplate 310 further
includes two side panels 314 which extend outward from the respective side
edges of the lower front panel 319. Preferably, the side panels 314 are
substantially perpendicular to the lower front panel 319. The top panel 313,
the bottom panel 317, and the side panels 311 are preferably made of the
same material as the lower front panel 319. At locations 372, 373, pins 370
are attached to the respective inside surfaces of the side panels 314 (see
Figure 11). Pins 370’ are received in the respective grooves 3495, 347 of the
lower wall mount 340 after the lower faceplate 310 i1s mounted on the lower
wall mount 340. Because of the pins 370" and grooves 3495, 34/, the lower
front panel 319 is smooth and un-interrupted and does not have any visible

fasteners.

The pins 370, 370’ may be configured as shown in Figures 10 and 11
or may be configured in any other known fashion to cooperate with the
grooves 345, 347, 355. Furthermore, instead of using the pins 370, 370,
through holes 509 permitting insertion of screws 510 (see Figures 12 and 13)
may be used while the respective grooves 345, 347, 355 may be replaced by
through holes, such as threaded holes 511 (see Figures 12 and 13).

As illustrated in Figures 4-7, the upper faceplate 320 has a height

which is substantially greater than that of the upper wall mount 350 so that
when the upper faceplate 320 is mounted on the upper wall mount 350 with its
top panel 323 being supported by the upper wall mount 350, there is sufficient

space inside the upper faceplate 320 for receiving at least a top portion of the
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lower faceplate 310. In this configuration, the lower faceplate 310 covers the
lower wall mount 340 and the upper faceplate 320 covers the upper wall
mount 350 and the at least top portion of the lower faceplate 310. On the
other hand, preferably the lower faceplate 310 has a height which is just
slightly greater than that of the lower wall mount 340. Additionally, preferably,
the bottom panel 317 of the lower faceplate 310 has openings such as
through holes (not shown), and the bottom edge 341 of the lower wall mount
340 has corresponding through holes such as threaded holes (not shown) so
that the bottom panel 317 can be attached to the bottom edge 341 by

fasteners such as screws.

When installed, the backsplash 300 can have a maximum height
which is substantially equal to the combined heights of the upper faceplate
320 and the lower faceplate 310. The backsplash 300 can have a minimum
height which is substantially equal to the combined heights of the upper wall
mount 350 and the lower faceplate 310. The height of the backsplash 300
may be adjusted to any value between the maximum and minimum heights by
adjusting the distance between the upper wall mount 350 and the lower wall
mount 340. The width of the backsplash 300 is determined by the standarad
width of the associated cooking range. The standard width of a cooking range
IS 24, 30, 36, or 48 Iinches.

While there has been shown, described, and pointed out fundamental
novel features of the present invention as applied to preferred embodiments
thereof, it will be understood that various omissions and substitutions and
changes in the apparatus described, in the form and details of the devices
disclosed, and in their operation, may be made by those skilled in the art
without departing from the scope of the present invention. It is expressly
iIntended that all combinations of those elements that perform substantially the
same function in substantially the same way to achieve the same results are
within the scope of the invention. Substitutions of elements from one

described embodiment to another are also fully intended and contemplated.

10
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What is claimed is:

1. An adjustable height backsplash for an appliance positioned
proximate a wall, the backsplash comprising:

an upper wall mount mountable to the wall, the upper wall mount -
comprising a back panel and two side panels, each of the two side panels
extending outward from a respective side edge of the back panel;

a lower wall mount mountable to the wall and separated by a selected
vertical distance from the upper wall mount;

an upper faceplate mountable to the upper wall mount, the upper
faceplate comprising an upper front panel and two side panels extending outward
from the upper front panel towards the wall and over the side panels of the upper
wall mount; and

a lower faceplate mountable to the lower wall mount,

wherein after installation, the upper faceplate and the lower faceplate

together substantially cover a continuous portion of the walll.

2. The backsplash of claim 1, wherein the upper faceplate is
configured to receive at least a top portion of the lower faceplate, and wherein the

upper faceplate has a height greater than a height of the upper wall mount.

3. The backsplash of claim 2, having a maximum height which is
substantially equal to a combination of the height of the upper faceplate and a
height of the lower faceplate.

4. The backsplash of claim 2, having a minimum height which is
substantially equal to a combination of the height of the upper wall mount and a

height of the lower faceplate.

5. The backsplash of claim 1, wherein the upper faceplate further

comprises a shelf extending outward from the upper front panel.

11
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6. The backsplash of claim 1, wherein at least one of the upper wall
mount and the lower wall mount has a plurality of through holes for mounting the

at least one of the upper wall mount and the lower wall mount to the wall.

7. The backsplash of claim 1, wherein each side panel of the upper

faceplate has an opening for mounting the upper faceplate to the upper wall mount.

8. The backsplash of claim 1, wherein at least one of the upper

faceplate and the lower faceplate comprises a front panel having no visible

fastener.

9. The backsplash of claim 1, wherein the lower faceplate comprises
a lower front panel and two side panels extending outward from the lower front
panel towards the wall, each side panel having an opening for mounting the lower

faceplate to the lower wall mount.

10.  An adjustable height backsplash for covering a gap between a
cooking range disposed adjacent to a wall and a top object disposed on the wall
above the range, the adjustable height backsplash comprising:

an upper wall mount mounted to the wall adjacent the top object, the
upper wall mount comprising a back panel and two side panels, each of the two

side panels extending outward from a respective side edge of the back panel;

a lower wall mount mounted to the wall proximate to the range and

separated from the upper wall mount by a selected vertical distance;

an upper faceplate mounted to the upper wall mount and comprising an
upper front panel and two side panels extending outward from the upper front panel
towards the wall and over the two side panels of the upper wall mount; and

a lower faceplate mounted to the lower wall mount and comprising a

lower front panel,

wherein the upper faceplate is configured to receive a top portion of the

lower faceplate inside the upper faceplate, to enable the upper front panel and the

12
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lower front panel together to extend between the cooking range and the top object,

substantially covering a continuous portion of the wall which extends from the

cooking range to the top object.

11.  The backsplash of claim 10, wherein the upper faceplate has a
height greater than a height of the upper wall mount.

12. The backsplash of claim 11, wherein the backsplash has a
maximum height which is substantially equal to a combination of the height of the

upper faceplate and a height of the lower faceplate.

13. The backsplash of claim 11, wherein the backsplash has a
minimum height which is substantially equal to a combination of the height of the

upper wall mount and a height of the lower faceplate.

14. The backsplash of claim 10, wherein the upper wall mount has a

plurality of through holes for mounting the upper wall mount to the wall.

15.  The backsplash of clai'm 10, wherein the lower wall mount has a

plurality of through holes for mounting the lower wall mount to the wall.

16.  The backsplash of claim 10, wherein each side panel of the upper

faceplate has an opening for mounting the upper faceplate to the upper wall mount.

17.  The backsplash of claim 10, wherein the lower faceplate further
comprises two side panels extending outward from the lower front panel towards
the wall, each side panel having an opening for mounting the lower faceplate to

the lower wall mount.

18. The backsplash of claim 10, wherein at least one of the upper front

panel and the lower front panel has no visible fastener.

13
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19. The backsplash of claim 10, wherein the upper faceplate further

comprises a shelf extending outward from the upper front panel.

20. The backsplash of claim 10, wherein each of the two side panels

comprises a pin receiver that extends downward and inward from an outer edge of

the side panel.

21. The backsplash of claim 10, wherein the lower wall mount

comprises a back panel and two side panels that extend outward from the

respective side edges of the back panel.

22. The backsplash of claim 21, wherein the lower faceplate
comprises a front panel and two side panels extending outward from respective

edges of the front panel towards the wall over the respective side panels of the

lower wall mount.

14
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