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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JUAN W. ERNEST, OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

FOD N G VOTING-BOOH 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 543,422, dated July 23, 1895. 
Application filed June 22, 1894, Serial No. 515,361, (No model.) 

To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JUAN W. ERNEST, a citi 

Zen of the United States, and a resident of Los 
Angeles, county of Los Angeles, and State of 
California, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Folding Voting-Booths, 
of which the following is a specification, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, forming a part thereof, in which similar 
letters of reference indicate corresponding 
parts in all the figures. - 
This invention relates to voting-booths or 

independent compartments in which the voter 
may prepare his ballot, and has for its object 
to provide a device of this character which 
may readily be folded into a small compass 
not greater than the width and length of the 
table which forms a part of the booth. 
A folding voting ballot-booth is of course 

not broadly new; but the distinguishing fea 
tures and important advantage of my inven 
tion consist in the reduction of the folded 
booth to such an inconsiderable form, together 

So 

With its few parts and great strength and 
durability. 

Furthermore, a voter's booth must necessa 
rily be strong and capable of bearing consid 
erable pressure to avoid wanton breakage, in 
tgrference with the voter, or manipulation to 
discover his actions or the nature of the bal 
lot which he contemplates casting, and also 
that it may last to be used at succeeding elec 
tions. 
The invention consists in the novel invent 

ive construction and arrangement of parts 
necessary to effect the above mentioned and 
other desirable results, such as, for example, 
cheapness of manufacture, and which are 
hereinafter fully described and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification, in which like letters 
of reference designate corresponding parts 
throughout, Figure 1 is a perspective view of 
a booth embodying my invention and pre 
pared ready for occupancy. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective view of the same with the several 
rods and legs inserted in the body of the ta 
ble thereof for readiness of transportation, 
the contents of the said table-body being 
illustrated in dotted lines for greater perspi 
cuity. Fig. 3 is a similar view to Fig. 1 with 
the canvas casing or inclosure removed. Fig. 

4 is an elevation, partially in section, of the 
upper portion of one of the legs and the lower 
portion of one of the standards which fit 
therein. Fig. 5 is an enlarged plan view of 
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one of the sockets or castings which I secure 
to the body or table of the device for the re 
ception of the legs and the supporting-stand 
ards. 
taken upon the line a c. 
In the practice of my invention I construct 

a table-body A, preferably rectangular in 
form, and having secured thereto and de 
pending therefrom the sides A", which wholly 
surround the said table-body. These sides 
are of such depth as to form a receptacle when 
inverted for the other parts of the booth. At 
each of the four corners of the table-body I 
secure metal angle-braces B, which comprise 
hollow cylindrical bodies downwardly flaring 
to leave a tapering aperture B' in each of the 
same. Projecting radially from the socket 
B at right angles to each other are braces B', 
which engage with the sides A' when the 
socket is in place, and are secured thereto by 
screws a or any other suitable fastening. 
These braces B°have intervening the same a 
top flange B, which bears upon the top of 
the sides and the upper surface of the table 
body A, to which it is secured by screws b, 
both the top flange and the braces having 
screw-holes c for the reception of the said 
screws. In the top of the socket is an aper 
ture B of considerably-less diameter than the 
aperture B'. When these sockets are secured 
to the table, the braces B° and the flange B 
serve to so rigidly secure the sides of the 

Fig. 6 is a vertical section of the same 
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table together, and also to the table itself, . 
that other fastening would scarcely be re 
quired, though I prefer to drive nails horizon 
tally through the top of the sides into the 
body. A for greater security, this latter being 
an important desideratum. 

In the several sockets B are inserted legs 
or supports C, which are preferably cylindri 
cal in contour, and at the top they are tapered 
upwardly to correspond to the shape of the 
opening B' in the socket, the said legs being 
also vertically apertured in the top thereof to 
receive therein the ends D' of the standards 
D, which are inserted through the apertures 
B in the sockets and into the top of the legs C. 
Upon the upper ends of the standards D 
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are secured eyelets or loops d preferably 
screwed thereinto, these loops being adapted 
to receive therein the horizontal rods E, 
which project considerably beyond the front 
of the table-body A. As thus constructed, 
the whole device is rigid and the parts there 
of immovable, while at the same time the 
whole device being totally of wood, except for 
the castings B, is exceedingly light in weight. 
Suspended from the rods E and stretched 

around and fastened to the standards D is a 
canvas casing or covering F, which is secured 
to the said rods E by means of the loopse se 
cured thereto and clasping around the rods, 
the ends of the said casing being extended 
around the forward standards D and secured 
thereto by the tacks or pins f. The same may 
also be secured to the rear standards by simi 
lar means. This casing F incloses the frame 
Of the booth at the rear and sides and extends 
downwardly considerably below the table 
body A to thoroughly conceal the same from 
WeW. 

From the forward ends of the rods E and 
secured thereto by tacks or pins f is sus 
pended a second casing F similar to the cas 
ing F, but is preferably formed in two sec 
tions overlapping at the front and secured to 
gether at the top. The rear ends of this cas 
ing F extend over and beyond the front ends 
of the casing F, thereby enabling the rods E 
to be extended forwardly, sliding in the loops 
d on the standards E, thus rendering the 
booth extensible in depth and may be fas 
tened to the casing F to prevent the rods E 
from coming out of the loops d. To maintain 
the front of the casing F in proper suspen 
sion and to hold the ends of the rods E im 
movably apart, I secure to the flaps or over 
lapping ends of the casing F, where they join 
at the top, a cross-rod G, the ends g of which 
are cut out or concaved to correspond to the 
periphery of the rods E and fit snugly be 
tween the two. 
In order that the legs C and the several 

standards and rods when folded together and 
placed in the receptacle formed by the table. 
body A, when inverted, may be held therein, 
I secure to the under surface of the said ta 
ble-body a short beam H, to which is swiveled 
at the center a bar H of a length equal to 
the width of the table, this bar being adapted 
to rest in alignment with the beam H. and 
also, When turned, to range at right angles 
thereto. 
The operation of the device will be readily 

apparent from the foregoing description, taken 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, and the advantages resultant from the 
use of my invention will be manifest to all 
who are conversant with the particular class 
of devices to which my invention appertains 
or who are experienced in the employment of 
such. The several parts having been trans 
ported to the polling place, the booths are 
erected by first inserting the legs C in the 
sockets B, and pressing upon the table-body 
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till the said legs are immovably secured to 
the said body through the agency of the 
sockets. The standards D are then inserted 
in the apertures B, and the same forced down. 
wardly until the ends D' thereof are forced 
into the tops of the legs. The said standards 
D having the casing F secured thereto, the 
table-body will now be inclosed from the top 
Of the standards at the rear and sides thereof 
downwardly below the level of the table and 
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partially to the ground, though sufficient 
Space above the ground is left open to render 
the device available for communities whose 
law require that the legs of the voter must 
be visible during the occupancy of the booth. 
The forward casing F, which is secured to 
the ends of the rods E, is then opened out, 
and the said rods inserted in the loops d 
upon the standards D', and the cross-rod G. 
is then adjusted to rest between and force 
apart the projecting ends of the rods E. The 
rods E will also pass through the loops e upon 
the sides of the casing F, thereby assisting 
to hold the same upwardly. The booth hav 
ing been thus properly erected, the person 
voting enters the same by lifting the flaps at 
the front of the casing F, and thereupon pre 
pares his ballot upon the table A, the flaps 
of the casing dropping in place and overlap 
ping as before, thereby completely conceal 
ing the voter from view. As the space be 
tween the front of the table and the flaps is 
occupied by the voter, it is desirable that 
such space be as large as possible, and where 
the size of the polling-place permits, the rods 
E are projected forwardly as far as the length 
thereof will allow. In small rooms, however, 
the rods may be pushed inwardly, and if nec 
essary the rear ends thereof broken or cut off, 
the booth then occupying a minimum of 
space. 
When it is desired to transport the booth 

from one place to another, or when after com 
pletion of election it is desired to store the 
booth away for a length of time pending its 
further use, Ifold the said booth by withdraw 
ing the rods E and the standards D, invert 
the table-body and withdraw the legs C. The 
canvas casings may then be wrapped around 
the rods and the standards respectively, the 
said rods, standards, and the supporting legs 
inserted in the inverted table-body, as indi 
cated by dotted lines in Fig. 2, the bar H’ be 
ing then turned till it ranges laterally to the 
table, the contents thereof being consequently 
held in position. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. A voting booth comprising a suitable 
desk or table having metal sockets with pro 
jecting flanges secured to the table, legs se 
cured in the sockets and removable there 
from, a frame-work secured to the table and 
removable therefrom, and a flexible covering 
overlapping in front loosely secured to the re 
movable frame-work, the legs, removable 
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frame-work and covering adapted to be re 
ceived in the table and held by a transverse 
fastening bar. 

2. A desk or table comprising the combina 
tion of a suitable top having metal sockets 
with projecting flanges secured to the table, 
legs secured in the sockets and removable 
therefrom, and a transversely ranging fasten 
ing bar pivotally secured to the table to fas 
ten said legs therein, substantially as shown 
and described. 

3. In a table, the combination, with a rect angular body, legs, apertured in the tops 
thereof, and standards projecting upwardly 
from the table and adapted to fit in the tops 
of the legs, of sockets comprising a hollow cy 
lindrical shell-like body tapering upwardly to 
receive the legs therein, and apertures in the 
top to receive the standards therethrough, side 
pieces or braces projecting radially from the 
sockets at right-angles to each other, and hav 
ing screw holes therein, and a top flange con 
necting the two braces, substantially as show 
and described. 

4. A folding booth comprising a rectangu 
lar table-body having sides depending there 
from of such depth as to form, in conjunction 
with the table-body when the same is inverted, 
a box or receptacle, a beam secured to the un 
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der-surface of the table-body and having a 
cross-rod swiveled thereto, sockets at each cor 
ner of the body on the outside thereof, se 
cured to the said body and to the sides by 
braces, the said sockets being hollow and hav 
ing openings in the upper surface thereof, cy 
lyndrical legs tapered at the top and fitting 
in the sockets, the said legs being apertured 
in the upper ends thereof, standards passing 

40 
through the openings in the sockets and ex 
tending into those of the legs, the said stand 
ards projecting upwardly from the table-body, 
loops in the top of the standards, a canvas 
casing secured to the standards and surround 
ing the device at the rear and sides thereof, 
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the said casing extending from the top of the 
standards below the table-body, loops secured 
to the sides of the said casing, rods passing 
through the loops in the standard and nor 
mally projecting forwardly beyond the front of 
the table-body, the said rods being adapted to 
slide in the said loops to make the booth lat 
erally extensible, a canvas or other suitable 
covering secured to the rods, depending there 
from and open at the front, the ends thereof 
being secured at the top to overlap, and a 
cross-rod attached to the said front of the cas 
ing and resting between the ends of the side 
bars to maintain them apart, the whole frame 
being adapted to collapse and be folded up to 
fit within the table body when the latteris in 
verted, Substantially as shown and described. 

5. A folding voting booth comprising a desk 
or table with sides secured thereto and sur 
rounding the same, and having tapering metal 
Sockets and angle-braces secured to each cor 
ner thereof, suitable legs adapted to fit in 
said metal sockets, standards extending up 
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ward from the sockets, rods at the top of the 
standards, and a canvas or other suitable cov 
ering suspended therefrom. 

6. In a table, a leg-securing socket compris 
ing a hollow cylindrical shell-like body 
slightly tapered to receive the top of the leg, 
side-pieces projecting radially therefrom at 
right-angles to each other and adapted to be 
secured to the side of the table, and a flange 
connecting the side pieces and adapted to be 
secured to the top of the table, substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. 

7. A folding voting booth comprising a ta 
ble-body having sockets at each corner there 
of, legs adapted to be inserted in the said 
sockets, standards extending through the top 
of the sockets and into the legs, a flexible 
casing secured to the standards, rods at the 
top of the standards, and a casing suspended 
therefrom, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

8. A folding voting booth comprising a ta 
ble having sockets at each corner thereof, 
legs inserted in the said sockets, standards 
extending through the top of the same and 
into the legs, a flexible casing secured to the 
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standards and surrounding the table at the 
rear and sides thereof, rods upon the top of 
the standards at the sides and projecting for 
wardly beyond the front of the table-body 
and a casing suspended from the said rods 
upon the front and sides of the device, and 
open at the front, substantially as and for the 
purpose set forth. 

9. A desk or table comprising the combina 
tion of a top having sides secured thereto. 
and surrounding the same, and metal Sock 
ets with projecting flanges secured to the ta 
ble, suitable legs secured in the sockets and 
removable therefrom and adapted when re 
moved from the sockets to rest longitudinally 
on the under side of the table, and a trans 
verse fastening-bar pivotally secured to the 
table to fasten the legs therein, substantially 
as shown and described. 

10. In a voting booth, the combination with 
a table-body constructed in the form of an in 
verted box, having removable legs inserted 
therein and a removable folding frame thereon 
and adapted to receive the same therein when 
removed, of rods sliding in the top of said 
frame having a flexible casing secured there 
to, the said rods being adapted to be pushed 
inwardly to carry the casing toward the ta 
ble-body, or to be drawn outwardly to pro 
ject the same appreciably beyond the said 
table-body, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

11. A folding voting booth, comprising a 
table having sockets at each corner thereof, 
legs secured within the said sockets, stand 
ards extending through the top of the sock 
ets into the legs, the said standards having 

OC 

Io5 

II5 

I25 

loops on their upper ends, a flexible casing 
secured to the standards and inclosing the 
same at the rear and sides thereof, the said 
casing extending from the top of the stand- - 
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ards below the level of the table-body, rods In testimony that I claim the foregoing as to 
sliding in the loops on the standards at each my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
side and laterally extensible therein, a casing ence of two witnesses, this 19th day of June, 
Secured to the rods and depending therefrom 1894. 

5 at the front and sides, the said casing being - 
Open at the front and overlapping and a cross- JUAN W. ERNEST. 
rod at the front of the rods held between the Witnesses: 
Same to maintain the said rods apart, substan- PERCY T. GRIFFITH, 
tially as shown and described. C. GERST. 

  


