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70 dzZZ ?t?7a07??/ Zé 7??¢¢¢/ ?2070ce7°72; 
Be it known. that I, ELIHU HAWKINS, of 

Wickery, in the county of Samdusky and State 
of Ohio, haWe imWented certain neW and useful 
ImprOwements in Flood-Gates; and I do here 
by declare the following to be a full, clear', 
and exact deScription of the invention, Such 
aS Will enable Others skilled in the art to whichr 
it appertainS to make and use the same. 
This in wention relates to improwements in 

flOOd-gateS; and the object of the same is to 
prOWide an improwed Construction which will 
be easily and readily operated by reason of 
the Water, the Same being so constructed as 
tOpermit driftWOOd, &c.paSSing therethrough 
Without catching upon the same. 

. The in wention also consists of Gertain other' 
m0Wel features of construction hereinafter 
InOre particularly Set forth and Claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming a, 
part of thiS Specification, Figure 1 is a, per 
SpectiWe wieW of my improwement, before the 
Same is tripped. Fig. 2 is a, similar view of 
the Same after it is tripped by a flood, and 
H'ig. 8 is an end elevation with the uprights 
broken aWay to show the tripping dewice in 
pOSition for tripping the gate. ^ 

Referring to the Said drawings, 1 indicates 
uprightS, being COnnected at their upper ends 

Connecting the uprights 
intermediate of their ends is the rod 8, upon 
Which the fingerS Or wertical slats for the gate 
are piWoted. These SlatSare retained a proper 
distance apart by the blocks 5, which are com 
nected to the CrOSS-piece 2 by the rods or ca 
bleS 6. These rods or cables Serve to prewent 
any Sagging of the r0d 8, upon which the SlatS 
of the gate are piwoted, as Will be understood. 

PiWOted tO One of the uprightS Of the gate 
and adapted tO extend aCrOSS the stream to 
the other upright is the dewer or bar 7. . This 
bar 7 extends aCrOSS the faCes Of the slat.S at 
their loWe1' ends and is Supported at its free 
end in the receSS 8, formed in the end of the 
Short standard 9. This lewer Ser'Wes to pre 
went; the mOwement at the dOWer e11ds Of the 
SlatS, and the bar OI' rod 10, extending aCrOSS 
betWeen the tWo standards, prevents the 
1mOwement of the slatS at their upper ends. 

For tripping or lifting the leVer 7 from itS 
Seat in the standard 9 I prOwide a tripping 
dewice.gonsisting of a rod or lewer 11, Which 

| is piWoted at itS upper end to the rod 8 and 
at its lower end is provided With the forwardly 
extending W'edge-shape projection 12. The 
projection in this instance is formed Of a piece 
Of Wire hawing its ends fastened in the leve1' 
1l and laa.wing its upper Side inclined. 

In Operation my gate is placed With the le 
wer 7 facing doWm the stream and the real' 
face of the tripping-leWel' facing upstream. 
The gate is positioned S0 that the loWer' ends 
Of the Slats of the same are just above the 
high-Water mark, So that the gate forms a 
fence a(21'OSS the Stream of Water. In ewent 
of a flood the rushing waters will strike the 
loWer end of the tripping-lewer and by the 
impact Of the Same will force the lewer fo1'- 
Ward, itS inClimed projection lifting the lock 
ing-lewer from itS Seat and releaSing the slatS 
0f the gate, aS Will be understood. The Slats 
thuS released SWing upwardly and float, upon 
the Surface of the Water, SO that the fence 
will not be carried away by the flood, and the 
ObstructionS may be freely passed through 
the Same. . The locking-lewer' will float, to one 
Side of the Stream, and when the flood has 
paSSed the gate may be locked in proper’ pO 
Sition tO SerWe aS an effectual fence aCrOSS the 
St;]'ea,In, 
From the abOVe description it will be seen 

that I have produced a gate which serves as 
a fence When the Water is in its normal com 
dition, and when a flood occurs the gate will 
be automatically Operated tO SWing upWardly 
and permit the Water to paSS therethrough, 
Carrying With it any obstructions which may 
be GOntained therein. 
' Hawing thus described my imwention, what 
I claim as meW', and desire to secure by Tetters 
|Patent, · is------ 

1. A flood-gate comprising uprightS, SlatS 
pivoted between the uprights, a locking-lewe1' 
for retaining the slatS in a, Vertical position, 
and a trip for Operating the locking-lewer for 
releasing the SlatS, Stubstantially aS described. 

2. A flood-gate COmprising uprightS adapt 
ed to be p0Sitioned On Opposite Sides of the 
Stream, a Series of slatS pivoted between the 
uprightS and adapted tO SWimg therebetWeen, 
a locking-lewer pivoted to one Side of the up 
rights and extending acrOSS the lower faces 
of the Slats, a guide upon the Opposite up 
right for receiving and Securing the free end 
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of the lew'en', a tripping-level? pivoted at its 
upper end amd c:u']'ying an inclined Surface 
?ut itS lOW'c1' end for engaging and I'ele:using 
the locking-lever, and means for engaging the 
uppe1' ends of the slatS aIn(l pTeVenting the 
Same from Swinging dOWm W':u'dly, Substa11 
tially as described. 

8. A flood-gate COmp}'ising upI'ights posi 
tion(ed upon Opposite Sides Of a stream, a) 
CrOSS-piece connecting the up]'ights, a Sup 
porting-rOd connecting the uprights interme 
diate of their ends, slatS pivoted upon the 
Supporting-rOd, blockS SeCuI'ed upOn the Stup 
porting-T'Od and between the slats for holding 
them the 1'equired dist:ance ap:urt, connec 
tionS betW'een the blocks and the Cr'OSS-piece 
for preW''enting the Sagging Of tle SuppOI'ting 
1'0d, a locking-lewer pivoted to One of the up 
1'ights amd adapted to extend :ucross the faces 
Of the slats at their loWe1' ends, a recoss(ed 
block Sectured to {he Opposite tup1'ig]at foI' }'Q- 
ceiving and secut ]'ing the free end of the lock 
ing-le\'e]', {u. I'Od extend('(l :n('1'OSS 1he f:uces 0f 
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the slatS at thei]' Opposite ends, and a trip 
ping dewice for Operating the locking-lewe]]' 
und pe]'mitting the slatS to Swing upWardly, 
Subst:aratially as described." 

4. The combination of uprights positioned 
On Opposite sides of the stream, Slauts pivoted 
therebetWeem, a, retaining dewice Which the 
slats are adapted to engage adjacent to theiI' 
uppe]' ends, al, locking-lewer adapted tO en 
gage the slats adjacent to their loWe1' ends 
a]nd hold them in engagement, With the m'e- 
taining dewice, and a trip for Operating the 
lew'c1' to permit the SlatS to disengage from 
the retaining dle wice, substantially as Set 
fon'tlh. 

Iia testimOmy where0f I lhave signed tlhis 
Specification in the prosence of t;WO Subs(%I'il)- 
ing WitnesScs. 

II,III U I[AWWIKINS. 
WW if In cesses: 

I. IR. PARKIIURST', 
('IIIISTOPHER IXREPS. 
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