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This invention relates to a foldable wash
bench designed primarily for supporting
tubs and wringers during a clothes washing
or wringing operation, but it is to be under-
stood that a foldable bench; in accordance
with this invention, can be employed for any
purposes for which it is found applicable,
and the invention has for'its object to pro-
vide, in a manner as hereinafter set forth, a
bench of the class referred to including
means for securely locking it in an extended
position to prevent any possibility of the
accidental collapsing or folding up thereof,
and further whereby the weight of the arti-
cle or articles supported upon the bench will
tend to maintain said ‘means in locking po-
sition. ‘ o

A further object of thé invention is to pro-
vide, in a manner as heréinafter set forth,
a foldable bench capable of being: conven-
iently extended and folded when desired and
further automatically locked in exténded po-
sition' and maintained in such position until
manually released. =

Further objects of the invention are to
provide, in a manner as hereinafter  set
forth, a foldable wash bench which is simple
in its construction and arrangement, strong,
durable, ¢apable of being folded compactly,
conveniently extended, thoroughly efficient
in its use, ocecupying a small space’ when
folded, and inexpensive to manufacture.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view the invention consists of the novel con-
struction; 'combination’ and drrangement of
parts as hereinafter more specifically de-
seribed, and illustrated in the accompanying
drawing, wherein is shown an embodiment

- of the invention, but it is to be understood
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-, Figure 4 is a section on' line

that changes, variations and modifications
can be resorted to ‘which fall within the
scope of the claim hereunto appended.

In the drawing wheréin like reference
denote = corresponding - parts
throtughout ' the several views:— )

Figure' 1 is a side élevation of a foldable
bench in“aecordance with this invention in
an extended position. » ,

Figure 2 is a plan, partly in section, of a
foldable bench in accordance with this in-
vention in an extended position. . _

Figure 8 is a top plan view of the bench
when folded. , '

4—4, Fig-
are 1, :

Figure 5 is a section on' line 5—35, Fig-
ure 1. '

A foldable bench, in accordarce with this:

invention, comprises a skeleton' body por-
tion, referred to generally by the’ reference

character 1 and which provides a support

for the tubs or wringers or bther articles
which are to be supported by the bench
The body portion 1 consists ‘of ‘a series ot
lengthwise parallel, spaced bars 2, 3, 4 and'5
mounted on edge. '
like width, thickness and length. *The ends
of said bars are arranged in alignhment with
respect to each other ‘and furthér the bars are
equally spaced ‘with respect to each other.
EKach bar, at a point ‘adjacent one end is

Tach of sald bdrs is of.
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formed with a horizontal opening 6 and at-a

point adjacent its other end with a Horizon-
tal opening 7. ‘The openings 6 formed in the
bars align-with each other and the openings
7 formed in' the bars’ also “align’ with
each other. The body portion is illustrated
as consisting of four bars, but it is tobe
understood, ‘that the number of bars ecan
be increaséd or diminished.” Each of said
bars at its ‘vertical median is formed with
a horizontally disposed opening ‘8, andthe
openings ‘8 in ‘said bars align. - Extend-
ing through ‘the aligning openings: 6, as
well as being secured to thebars in any
suitable marner, is & connecting rod 9 which
has the end terminal portions théreof pro-
jecting outwardly from the bars 2 and 5, as
mndicated at 10, 11, respectively, to provide
pivots for a ‘purpose  to be presently re-
férred to. ' Extending through the aligning

openings 7, as well as being suitably secured

to the bars is a connecting rod 12, which has
the end terminal portions: thereof project
outwardly from the bars 2 and 5 as indi-
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cated at 13, 14, respectively, and which prod

vide pivots for a purpose to be presently re-
ferred to. Extending through ‘the aligning
openings 8, as well as being suitably secured
to the bars, and further flushed ‘with the
outer sides of the bars 9, 5, is a connecting
rod 15.  The rods 9, 12 and 15 not only con>
nect the bars together, but furthet main-
tain them in spaced relation with respect to

“each other.

Mounted on the pivots 10, 11, 13 and 14
are respectively supporting legs 17, 16, 19
and 18 for the body portion 1. ' The sup-
porting legs are foldable ina direction to:
ward the'body portion 1 when' the bench is
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folded and are positioned to extend in paral-
lelism with respect to the bars 2 and 5. The
position of the supporting legs, when the
bench is folded, is as shown in Figure 3.
The legs 16 and 17 are connected together
in proximity to the upper ends thereof by
a flat brace member 20 and further are con-
nected together, at a point above the lower
end thereof, by a flat cross bar 21. When
the legs 16 and 17 are extended to a perpen-
dicular position the brace member 20 acts as
a support for the bars of the body portion.
See Figure 1. The supporting legs 18 and
19 are connected together, at a point below

5 the tops thereof, by a flat brace member 22

and at a point above the bottom thereof by a
flat cross bar 23. When the supporting legs
18 and 19 are extended to a perpendicular
position the brace member 22 supports the
bars of the body portion 1, see Figure 1.
Holdfast devices 24 are employed for secur-
ing the brace members to the outer edges of
the supporting legs.

Secured to the inner face of the cross bar

5 21 at one side of its vertical median and po-

sitioned between the latter and the leg 16isan
L-shaped bracket, having its longitudinal
arm, which is indicated at 25, disposed par-
allel to the longitudinal median of the bench.
Secured to the inner face of the cross bar 23,
at one side of its transverse median and be-
tween the latter and the leg 19 is an L-
shaped bracket 26, having its longitudinal
arm, which is indicated at 27, disposed par-
allel to the longitudinal median of the bench.
The brackets 24 and 26 are oppositely dis-
posed with respect to each other whereby the
arm 25 will be on one side of the longitudi-
nal median of the bench and the arm 26 on
the other side thereof. » :
The bench includes a pair of extendible
and foldable brace elements for the purpose
of maintaining the bench in an extended po-
sition and the said elements are referred to
generally by the reference characters 28, 29.
The element 28 is formed of two sections 30,
31 and each of which is formed from a bar
of appropriate length. The element 29 is
formed of two sections 32, 33 and each of
which consists of a bar of appropriate
The section 30 has its upper end
pivotally connected, as at 34 to the bar 8 at
a point adjacent the rod 15. The section 31
has its lower end pivotally connected as at
35 to the arm or leg 25 of the bracket 24.
The section 32 has its upper end pivotally
connected as at 36 to the bar 33, at a point
adjacent the rod 15 and the section 33 has its
lower end pivotally connected as at 37 to the
leg or arm 27 of the bracket 26. The lower
end of the section 30 is pivotally connected
to the upper terminal portion of the section
81, as at 38, and said pivot 88 is positioned
a greater distance from the upper terminal
of the section 31 than it is from the lower
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terminal of the section 80. The section 32
is connected to the section 33 by a pivot 39
and which is arranged in a similar manner
as the pivot 38 with respect to the sections
30 and 31.

The top edge of the section 80, above the
pivet 88, is provided with a notch 40 and
the section 81 has secured therewith, in prox-
imity to its upper terminal, an inverted L-

shaped latch 41 adapted to engage in the 7
f =l

notch 40 to prevent the collapsing of the
element 28 when the bench is extended and
support tubs or other articles. The section
32 at a point above the pivot 39 has its top
edge formed with a notch 42 and said sec-
tion 88 has secured therewith, in proximity
to its upper terminal, an inverted L-shaped
latch 43 adapted to engage in the notch 42
to prevent the element 29 from collapsing
when the bench is extended and supporting
tubs or other articles. The weight upon the
body portion 1 will tend to maintain the
latches in position to prevent any possibility
of the sectional elements 28, 29 from col-
lapsing.

When the bench is folded, the brace mem-
bers 20 and 22 and cross bars 21, and 23 are
positioned against the lower edges of the
bars of the body portion 1 and the sections
of the elements 28, 29 fold like a jack knife
and when the bench is folded are positioned
between the bars 3 and 4. As before stated
when the bench is folded, the supporting
legs are arranged in parallelism with respect
to the outer faces of the bars 2 and 5. Fur-
ther when the bench is folded the sections 33
and 31 of the elements 28 and 29, respective-
ly, extend upon the brace members 20 and
99, see Figure 3. When the elements 28 and
29 are extended, they not only act as braces
for the supporting legs, but also for the body
portion 1 and when extended are locked, as
if on a dead center. The notches facilitate
the folding of the elements 28 and 29, as the
operator can readily grip the upper ends of
the latches 41 and 43 to break the joint and
then the supporting legs can be moved in-
wardly until the brace members abut against
the bars of the body portion and the ele-
ments of the bench will then be in the posi-
tion as shown in Figure 3.

It is thought that the many advantages of
a foldable wash bench, in accordance with
this invention, can be readily understood,
and although the preferred embodiment of
the invention is as illustrated and described,
yet it is to be understood that changes in the
details of comstruction can be had which
will fall within the scope of the invention
as claimed.

What I claim is:—

A foldable bench comprising a series of
horizontally disposed spaced parallel sup-
porting bars, a transverse connecting mem-
ber positioned at the vertical median of said
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bars, a pair of connecting rods extending
through and each positioned adjacent to one
end of said bars, each rod projecting later-
ally from the outer bars of the series to pro-
vide a pair of pivots, pairs of normally ver-
tically disposed supporting legs, the legs of

each pair mounted at their upper ends upon-

a pair of pivots, normally inclined oppo-
sitely disposed foldable brace elements,
means for pivotally connecting the upper
end of one of said brace elements to an in-
termediate bar of said series in proximity
to one side of said member and the upper

8

end of the other of said brace elements to
another intermediate bar of said series in
proximity to the other side of said member,
a transversely extending cross bar secured
against the outer side edge of each pair of
supporting legs near the lower ends thereof
for connecting them together, and means for
pivotally connecting the lower ends of said
brace elements to said cross bars.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
hereto.

JERRY R. WIARDA.
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