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UNITED STATES 
17,S09) 

PATENT OFFICE. 

DAVID OTHO PARKER, OF LIVERPOOL, NOVA SCOTLA. 

MPROVEMENT IN CRADES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 117,809, dated August 8, 1871. 

To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DAVID OTHO PARKER, of 

Liverpool, in the county of Queens, in the Prov 
ince of Nova Scotia, have invented certain Im 
provements in Cradles for Children, of which the 
following is a specification: 
My invention relates to a cradle, constructed 

in such a manner as to be very light, and adapted 
alike for common use in the family and for pa 
rents or nurses to carry with them when travel 
ing with a young child, and which, when not in 
service, may be readily folded into a small coln 
pass and be laid aside, which purposes are ef. 
fected by its peculiar construction. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a cradle em 
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 is an end section 
of the same. The dotted lines show the direc 
tion in which the sides and bottom fold together. 
Fig. 3 is one end, showing how the ends are 
hinged and fold together. Fig. 4 is an inside 
view of one side, showing the position of the ends 
When the cradle is together. Fig. 5 is a per 
spective view of one hinge with a part of the sides 
and end attached, showing the peculiar construc 
tion of the hinges whereby the ends themselves, 
being folded together, may then be folded onto 
the sides or opened at pleasure. Fig. 6 is a sec 
tion of the botton. With the lower surface turned 
up. The dotted lines indicate the position of the 
rockers. T is a folding-brace, one of which is on 
each rocker. When the cradle is together these 
braces hang plumb from the bottom of the cradle. 

In my invention the bottom, sides, and ends 
are each in two pieces, joined with hinges, for the 
purpose of folding them together or opening them 
at will. In Fig. 2, C C is an end view of the bot 
tom hinged in the center so as to fold together 
in the direction indicated by the dotted lines C 
C'. A B and AB are the sides, hinged at I so as 
to fold them togetherin the direction indicated by 
the dottedlines N. The bottom and sides, when all 
folded together, present the form of an end sec 
tion, as indicated by the dotted lines A'B'C' C. 

B. A. The ends are hinged in the middle, inside, 
so that the two parts may be folded together as 
represented in Fig. 3. One end of the upper part 
of each end of the cradle is attached to the up 
per side pieces with hinges, as seen in the per 
spective, Fig. 5. The hinge is something shorter 
than the width of the pieces to which they are 
fastened. At the junction of the ends and sides 
the hinges are bent to right angles and the joints 
in the hinges are distant from the said right an 
gles about the thickness of the material of which 
the ends of the cradle are made. This is that the 
ends may be folded together, as in Fig. 3, and 
then the folded ends themselves be folded onto 
the sides when folding up the cradle. The other 
ends and sides are connected and disconnected 
by the metallic fixtures represented at b b of Fig. 
3, which enter at a a ct c of Fig. 4. When the 
cradle is together the lower parts of the ends, 
represented at J, Fig. 2, press snugly against the 
bottom C C and the sides B B, thereby keeping 
the upper parts of the ends in their places, and 
also the bottom and sides in their places. In Fig. 
4 the lines A G' A G indicate the position of 
the ends when the cradle is together. The rock 
ers are secured by the folding braces represented 
at T, of Fig. 6, and by being notched a little into 
the outer edges of the bottom. The rockers are 
put in their places by partly folding the bottom 
together. As in the cradle in ordinary use, the 
lower parts of thesides diverge; but, unlike it, the 
upper parts are plumb alnd have their surfaces 
parallel. The same is true of the ends. 

I claim as my invention 
The construction of a cradle, having the parts 

A B and AIB composing its sides, and the parts 
CC composing its bottom, each and all combined 
as indicated in Fig. 2 of the drawing, substan 
tially as described, and for the purposes set forth. 

DAVID OTHO PARKER. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM HIENDERSON, 
SILAS. T. R. BILL. 


