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(571 ABSTRACT -

A document holder including a vertically shiftable
support platform, a clamping arm overlying the plat-
form, and springs yieldably urging the platform and
arm toward each other. The clamping arm is shiftable
laterally of the platform. Operator mechanism en-
gaged by the platform when it is depressed shifts the
arm laterally of the platform for insertion-of a docu-
ment. When the platform shifts back to its raised posi-
tion the arm moves back over the platform to grip the
document.

13 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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1 .
DOCUMENT HOLDER

This invention relates to a document holder.

There are many instances in which it is desirable to
have a holder into which documents may be easily in-
serted and removably held until a group of them has
been collected. One such instance is where credit cards
are used and numerous credit card receipts are kept for
records. In the past, such receipts usually have been
stuffed into ‘the nearest receptacle, such as a purse,
pocket, glove compartment of a car, etc. For the lack
of a convenient holder for such documents, they often
are lost, crumpled beyond recognition, or merely dis-
carded.

A general object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a convenient and easily operated document
holder.

Another object is to provide such a novel document
holder which is economically constructed.

Yet another object is to provide such a novel docu-
ment holder which will accommodate documents of
various sizes. ‘

More specifically, the invention provides a novel
document holder which includes a vertically shiftable
support platform and a clamping member overlying the
platform. The clamping member is shiftable between a
position overlying the platform, where it grips a docu-
ment between it and the platform, and a position dis-
posed laterally of the platform. Operator mechanism in
the holder is operable, when the platform is depressed,
to shift the clamping member laterally of the platform.
With such apparatus, a document may be laid on the
platform and depressed therewith. As the platform and
document are depressed, the clamping member shifts
laterally of the platform to allow the document to move
thereunder. When the platform and document again
are rajsed, the clamping member swings back into a po-
sition overlying the document and platform to grip and
document therebetween,. )

These-and other objects and advantages will become
more fully apparent as the following description is read
in conjunction with the drawing, therein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a document holder ac-
cording to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged top-plan view of the document
holder with portions broken away;

FIG. 3 is a right end view of the document holder as
seen in FIG. 2 with a portion broken away;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken generally along
the line 4—4 in FIG. 2 with portions broken away; and

FIG. 5 is a view taken generally along the line 5—5
in FIG. 2, with the document support platform in the
holder depressed.

Referring now to the drawings, and first more specifi-
cally to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, at 10 is indicated generally
a document holder according to the invention. The
holder includes an open-top container 11, having a flat
base 12, a pair of elongated, opposed, upright sides 14,
16, and a pair of opposed upright end walls 18, 20. End
wall 20 is hollow, having inner and outer wall sections
20a, 20b, respectively. A substantially U-shaped cutout
22 is formed in the center of wall 18.

A rectangular document support platform 26 is dis-
posed horizontally within the confines of the sides and
end walls. A U-shaped cutout 28 is provided in one end
of the platform adjacent cutout 22 in end wall 18. Inter-
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posed between base 12 and platform 26 is an upwardly
bowed leaf spring 30 on which the platform rests. The
spring yieldably urges the platform to a raised position
as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3.

A pair of clamping members, 34, 36, adjacent oppo-
site edges of the platform have elongated central arm
portions 34a, 36a overlying the upper, or document
support, surface of the platform. Members 34, 36 are
identical, as is the mechanism for operating the same;
thus only member 36 and its associated operating
mechanism will be described in detail.

Referring to FIG. 2, member 36 has an end 36b
which is laterally offset from portion 36a. End 36b is
journaled in end wall 18 laterally outwardly of platform
26. Another portion 36¢ of member 36 also is lateraily
offset from portion 364, and is journaled in inner sec-
tion 20a of end wall 20. End portion 36d of member
36,disposed between wall sections 20a, 20b, is U-
shaped (see FIG. 4). The legs of portion 36d are posi-
tioned substantially vertical when portion 36a of the
member rests horizontally on platform 26, as shown in
FIGS. 3 and 4.

The operating mechanism for member 36 includes an
operator, or actuator, bar 40 having an elongated cen-
tral portion 46a. Portion 40a is journaled adjacent one
of its ends in a block 42 secured to base 12, extends
substantially parallel to base 12 and side 16, and is jour-
naled adjacent its other end in wall section 20a. End
portion 40b of the bar adjacent block 42 is bent over
at a substantial angle relative to portion 40a. The oppo-
site end portion 40c of the bar (see FIGS. 2 and 4) is
shaped in the form of a hook which operatively engages -
portion 36d of clamping member 36. With bar 40 in the
position shown in solid outline in FIGS. 2, 3, and 4 end
portion 40b is inclined upwardly at a substantial angle
from the base and hook portion 40c is horizontal.

A coiled torsion spring 46 braced at one of its ends
against base 12 and against hook portion 40c at its
other end, yieldably urges bar 40 to maintain the posi-
tion shown in FIGS. 2, 3, and 4. With bar 40 in this po-
sition, clamping member 36 is yieldably held in the po-
sition shown in solid outline in these figures also, with
portion 36a thereof overlying the upper surface of the
support platform intermediate the center and an edge
of the platform.

When platform 26 is depressed, as shown in FIG. 5,
portion 40b of bar 40 is engaged by the platform and
is depressed therewith, swinging hook portion 40c of
bar 40 and portion 36d of member 36 upwardly toward
the positions shown in dot-dashed outline in FIG. 4.
This results in rotation of member 36 about a pivot axis
extending through portions 36b, 36¢c, with its central
portion 36a being swung upwardly and laterally of plat-
form 26 in a direction away from the center of the plat-
form, to the position shown in solid outline in FIG. 5
and in dot-dashed outline in FIG. 4. When platform 26
is released, spring 30 raises it to the position shown in
FIG. 3. This releases end portion 40b and allows spring
46 to rotate member 36 to clamp its central portion 36a
against the top of the platform.

Operation of the holder is simple. Referring to FIG.
3, to insert a document 50 in the holder, the document
first is laid on platform 26, or on documents 5§52 which
previously have been placed therein. The document
and platform are depressed manually as illustrated in
FIG. 5, with the operating mechanism swinging the
clamping arm portions of members 34, 36 upwardly
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and: laterally of the platform. Since the document is
flexible, its edge margins pass under members 34, 36 to
the position shown in FIG. 5. When the platform is re-
leased, spring 30 raises platform 26 and springs 46
swing the clamping arm portions of members arms 34,
36 downwardly toward the platform to grip documents
50, 52 therebetween.

The advantage of such a holder should be obvious.
For example, one who travels on business and keeps
gasoline credit card receipts for records is provided a
handy and easily operated means for retaining the
same. With the holder mounted on the dash board, cen-
ter console, or other conveniently reached part of the
car, to place a receipt therein, the user need only gen-
erally position the receipt over the platform and
quickly slap it into the holder. This can be done usually
with only a brief side glance in the direction of the
holder.

Although the document holder has been described in
what may be referred to as an upright position, with its
open side facing up, it should be understood that it is
operable in practically any position.

To remove documents from the holder the user
merely reaches in with one finger extending under the
documents through cutout 22 in end wall 18 and grips
that portion of the documents exposed by cutout 28 in
the platform.

Thus, it will be seen that a document holder is pro-
vided which may be operated easily with one hand.
Further, since the portions of clamping members 34, 36
which overlic the platform extend a substantial dis-
tance inwardly toward the center of platform 26, it is
adapted- to hold documents of various size.

While a preferred embodiment of the invention has
been described herein, it should be apparent to those
skilled in the art that variations and modifications are
possible without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion.

It is claimed and desired to secure by letters patent:

1. A document holder, in an upright position com-
prising

a vertically shiftable support platform having an
upper document support surface,

clamping means including a clamping portion
mounted for movement between a first position
overlying said surface intermediate the center and
an edge of the platform and a second position
spaced laterally outwardly from said first position
in a direction away from the center of the platform,

biasing means yieldably urging said platform and
clamping means toward each other for gripping a
document therebetween, and

operator means operatively connected to said clamp-

ing means for moving the same relative to the plat-
form from its first toward its second position simul-
tancous with the depression of the platform.

2. The holder of claim 1, wherein said clamping por-
tion comprises an arm mounted for swinging about an
axis disposed laterally outwardly of said platform.

3. The holder of claim 2, whérein said operator
means includes lever means operatively connected to
said arm operable to produce swinging thereof about
said axis vertically and laterally of said platform on si-
multaneous shifting of the latter.
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4. The holder of claim 1, wherein said biasing means
comprises a spring yieldably urging the platform up-
wardly.

5. The holder of claim 1, wherein said biasing means
comprises a spring operatively connected to said
clamping means and yieldably urging the same toward
its first said position overlying the platform.

6. A document holder comprising

a base,

a support platform mounted for shlftmg toward and
away from said base, and having a document sup-
port surface facing away from said base,

a clamping member overlying said support surface,
mounted for movement laterally of said platform,

biasing means yieldably urging the platform away
from the base and yieldably urging said clamping
member toward its position overlying said support
surface, and

means operatively connected to said clamping mem-

ber for moving the same relative to and laterally of
said platform simultaneous with the shifting of the
platform toward the base.

7. The holder of claim 6, wherein saxd clamping
member . comprises an elongated arm pivotally
mounted adjacent one of its ends for swinging vertically
and laterally relative to the support surface of said plat-
form.

8. The holder of claim 6, wherein said biasing means
comprises a spring interposed between the base and
support platform.

9. A document holder comprising

a container having an open side,

means defining a document support platform

mounted in said container for movement toward
and away from said open side, said platform being
exposed by said open side,

clamping means in said container including a clamp-

ing portion for clamping a document onto said plat-
form, said clamping portion being mounted for
movement relative to said container toward and
away from said platform, and

means operatively interconnecting said platform and

said clamping means for simultaneously moving the
latter relative to and in a direction away from the
former with movement of the former away from
said open side.

10. The holder of claim 9, which further comprises
biasing means yleldably urging said platform toward
said open side.

11. The holder of claim 9, wherein said clamping por-
tion comprises an arm mounted for swinging about an
axis disposed laterally outwardly of said platform.

12. In a document holder including an opening, the
combination comprising

a document support platform mounted for movement

toward and away from said opening,

clamping means including a clamping portion for

clamping a document onto said platform, said
clamping portion being mounted for movement rel-
ative to said opening toward and away from said
platform, and

means operatively interconnecting said platform and

clamping means for producing simultaneous move-
ment of the latter relative to and in a direction
away from the former with movement of the for-
mer away from said opening.
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13. A document holder, in an upright position com-
prising

a vertically shiftable support platform having an
upper document support surface,

clamping means including a clamping portion overly-
ing said surface and mounted for movement later-
ally thereof, :

biasing means yieldably urging said platform and
clamping means toward each other for gripping a
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document therebetween, and

operator means operatively connected to said clamp-
ing means for moving the same relative to and lat-
erally of the support platform simultaneous with
depression of the platform, including an actuator
which is engaged by the platform when the same is

depressed.
* * * * *



