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Miy invention relates to sockets for vacuum 
tubes. 
One of the objects of my invention is to pro 

Wide an improved contact and wiring terminal 
6 construction which will insure good contact with 

the tube prongs and will hold the contact and 
wiring terminal in position securely and definitely. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a tube socket construction having an improved 
0 ground connection. 

Further objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will be apparent from the description and 
claims. 
In the drawing in which an embodiment of my 

invention is shown- w 
Figure is a side elevational view of the socket 

and securing cup; 
Fig. 2 is a botton view of the construction of 

Sig. ; 
20 Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view showing 

s contact and wiring terminal member in position 
in the base; 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. S; 

25 Fig. 5 is an elevational view of the contact and 
wiring terminal member; 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary view showing the ground 
connection between the wiring terminal and 
saddle. 

80 Fig. 7 is a perspective view showing the saddle 
and ground connection., 

Fig. 8 is a sectional view on the line 8-8 of 
Fig. 9; and 

Fig. 9 is a sectional view on the line 9-9 of 
SS Pig. 8. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the con 
struction shown comprises an insulating base , 
a plurality of wiring terminal contact members 
2 mounted on the base, and an annular seat or 

4 saddle member 3 in which the insulating base 
is mounted for securing the base in position on 
the panel 4. The securing saddle is provided 
with an integral tongue. 5 which may extend 
downwardly and be electrically connected with 

45 one or more of the wiring terminal tongues 6 as 
shown in Figs. , 2, and 6. m 
The contact and wiring terminal member 2 may 

be of sheet metal shaped to provide a contact 
sleeve split along one side only at 8 for en 

50 gaging the tube prong and wiring terminal tongue 
portion 6 extending downwardly through a slot 
at the bottom of the contact-receiving recess 

f0. In order to hold the contact and wiring 
terminal member 2 in position securely and 

s definitely, I provide a notch (Fig. 5) in one 

(C. 173-328) 
edge of the tongue whereby a wing portion 2 is 
formed having a cut edge shoulder portion which 
can be bent out so as to lie underneath the in 
sulating base, as shown in FigS. 1, 3 and 4. The . 
wiring terminal tongues 6, after being twisted to 5 
the desired position, may be bent outwardly 
slightly for convenience in Wiring and to bring 
them into position so as to be engageable by the 
ground connection, if desired, as shown in Figs. 
1, 2, and 6. O 
In making the wiring connection with the wir 

ing terminal which it is desired to ground, the 
bared end of the wire 3 may be inserted through 
registering openings in the ground connection 5 
and wiring terminal tongue 6 and secured in 6 
position by soldering, as shown in Fig. 6. 
The insulating base may be secured in the 

seat or saddle 3 by means of a cupped flange por 
tion is underlying a fange 5 on the insulating 
base and by means of tongues 6 struck in 
wardly from the seat member 3 and engaging in 
notches in the insulating base , thus definitely 
positioning the saddle 3 with respect to the in 
sulating base and holding the base firmly in 
the saddle. 33 
In order to enable the contact and wiring ter 

minal members 2 to be inserted into the recesses 
sin the insulating base, the contact-receiving. por 
tion of the recess is provided with a pair of longi 
tudinally-extending grooves leading to the 80 
ends of the slot 9 so that in assembly the edges 
of the tongue 6 can engage these grooves as the 
contact is being slipped into position. The 
ground connection 5 may, if desired, be shaped 
to engage more than one of the wiring terminal 86 
tongues 6 as shown in Fig. 2. Also, if desired, 
more than one ground connection may be pro 
vided. 
As shown in Figs. 8 and 9, the sleeve portion 

may be substantially circular in cross section so 60 
as properly to engage the cylindrical tube prong 
and may have tongueportions 8 struck inwardly 
therefrom having cut edge portions 9 extending 
transversely of the sleeve portion 7 for scraping 
engagement with the tube contact. s 

It will be seen that the construction shown pro 
vides a simple ground connection and that the 
contact and wiring terminal members are held in 
position firmly and definitely by means of the 
cut edge shoulder on the wing portion f2 of the 50 
wiring terminal tongue 6. 

Further modifications will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art and it is desired, therefore, that 
the invention belimited only by the prior art an 
the scope of the appended claims. 

  



Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A tube socket comprising an insulating base 
having an opening therethrough and an integral 
sheet metal contact and wiring terminal mem 
ber, said opening comprising a contact-receiving 
portion and a slot leading from the contact-re 
ceiving portion to the under side of the base, 
said contact and wiring terminal member being 
insertable into said opening from the upper side 
of the base, said sheet metal member comprising 
a tongue extending from said contact through 
Said slot, said tongue having its edge notched to 

5 
provide a cut edge shoulder portion on a wing 
bent on an axis substantially parallel to the slot 
to cause said cut edge shoulder portion to move 
out of slot alignment to underlie the base to hold 
E. contact and wiring terminal member in posi 
O 
2. A tube socket comprising an insulating base 

having an opening therethrough and an integral 
sheet metal contact and wiring terminal mem 
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ber, said opening comprising a contact-receiving 
portion and a slot leading from the contact-re 
ceiving portion to the under side of the base, said 
contact, and wiring terminal member being in 
Sertable into said opening from the upper side 
of the base, said sheet metal member comprising 
a tongue extending from said contact through 
said slot, said topgue having its edge notched to 
provide a cut edge shoulder portion on a wing 
bent on an axis substantially parallel to the slot 
to cause said cut edge shoulder portion to move 
Out of slot alignment to underlie the base to hold 
the contact and wiring terminal member in posi 
tion, the contact-receiving portion of said open 
ing being substantially cylindrical and having a 
groove in one side leading to an end of said slot, 
Said contact portion comprising a sleeve open 
longitudinally on One side only, Said tongue hav 
ing its notched edge slidable in said slot in as 
sembly. 
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