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Te all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE PECK GUNN, a
citizen of the United States, residing.at Ilion,
in the county of Herkimer and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Metallic Fence - Posts, of
which the following is a specification.

Myinvention relatesto metallic fence posts,
and has for its object the production of a
cheap, simple, and at the same time, an effi-
cient post.

In the drawings,—Figure 1is a perspective
view of the post, looking from the front; Fig.
2, a side elevation; Fig. 3,a perspective view,
looking from the rear; and Fig. 4, a view of
a crowbar adapted to be used in connection
with the post. -

A indicates the body of the post, substan-
tially | | shaped in cross section, and com-
prising the face a and the two flanges or side
wings b and ¢. These flanges band ¢, as they
approach the upper end of the post, are
flared out so as to come preferably in the

same plane with the face ¢ and form a flat "

portion or surface d. This portion d presents
a good surface of sufficient area to permit of
a board or rail being secured thereto, as is
often desirable; and to facilitate the securing
of the boards, holes ¢ e for nails or other fas-
tening, are provided.

At intervals along the front face a are
tongues or projections ff, formed by being
struck out from the metal of the post. One
of these tongues, as will be seen upon refer-
ence to the drawings, is formed in the portion
d, so that in case noboard or top rail is used
a wire may be readily attached.

. B indicates an anchor plate orbrace. This
anehor or brace is secured in its place by slot-
ting the wings b and ¢ at the requisite dis-
tance from the bottom, and passing the plate
B through said slots. The slots are prefer-
ably made about midway of the width of the
flanges, thongh of course their position may
be varied as |is found most convenient and
efficient. '

The anchor B may be made of different
len gths tosuit the requirements of the soil in
whlch the post is to be placed.. It is also of
such depth and thickness as to snugly fit the

slots, and thus maintain its proper position.
‘The portion of the anchor plate embraced be-
tween the flanges b and ¢ is of service when
the post is to be forced into the ground, as
affording a place where the necessary force
may be applled

In Fig. 4 I have shown a crowbar ada,pted
especmlly to be used in placing the posts. It
is provided at one end with the ordinary
squared point, while at the opposite end there
is formed a slot or groove g, which, as will be
seen in dotted lines in Fig. 3, fits down over
the upper edge of the anchor plate B batween
the flanges b and ¢ and .affords an efficient
means for foreing the post into the ground.
Usually a hole is made in the ground with
the sharpened end of the bar, and the post
started therein. The post may be readily
taken up by simply plaeing the point of the
bar under the lower edge of the anchor,and
forcing the post upward. To facilitate the
placing of the post, the lower edge of it and
the anchor may be sharpened or beveled.

The | | shape of my post isof advantagein
cheapness of manufacture, and besides being
readily and easily inserted in the ground, it
makes and renders it stable in its position.

I am aware thatsemi-tubular posts formed
from tubing are not new,—and I am aware,
also, that tongues, struck out of the material
of which the post is formed, are old;—and to
these constructions I layno claim. Further,
no claim is made by me toaflat anchor plate,
as that is also well known. The construetion
of my post, however, is simple,—it is light,
and it is stable without the necessity of the
use of any braces otherthan the anchorplate.
Itsangular formation, as contra-distinguished
from the U or semi-circular forms, is of great
advantage in securingits proper maintenance
in position.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A metallic fence post of substantlally R
shape in cross section, having an anchor plate
extending through the side flanges. :

2. A metallic fence postof substantiallyl_]
shape in cross section, the side flanges of
which are slotted, and a flat anchor plate ex-
tending through the slots.
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3. A metallic fence post of substantially| |
shape in cross section, the side flanges of
which are flared at the top and come into
the same plane with the front face, and an
anchor extending through the flanges near

- the base.

4. A metallic fence post of substantially | |
shape in cross section, the side flanges of
which are flared at the top and comeinto the

10 same plane with the front face; an anchor

extending through the flanges, and a series of
tongues extending from the front face of the
post.

In witness whereof IThereunto set ny hand
in the presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE PECK GUNN.

‘Witnesses:
CLAYTON W. ARNOLD,
CHARLES 1. WAKEFIELD.




