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1. 

This invention relates to a novel plate holder 
adapted to be detachably applied to a high chair 
tray for detachably engaging and retaining a 
baby's plate thereon to prevent the baby from lift 
ing, pushing or throwing the plate off of the tray 
thereby dumping the contents and possibly break 
ing the plate. 
More particularly, it is an object of the pres 

ent invention to provide a plate holder of ex 
tremely simple construction which can be quickly 
and easily applied to or removed from a high chair 
tray and to which a baby's dish or plate can be 
quickly and easily applied or removed and which 
Will function for effectively holding the plate in 
a fixed position on the tray. 
Warious other objects and advantages of the 

invention will hereinafter become more fully ap 
parent from the following description of the draw 
ing, illustrating a presently preferred embodi 
ment thereof, and wherein: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the holder 

in an applied position; 
Figure 2 is a sectional view taken substantially 

along a plane as indicated by the line 2-2 of 
Figure 1, and 

Figure 3 is a sectional view take Substantially 
along a plane as indicated by the line 3-3 of 
Figure . 

Referring more specifically to the drawing, the 
plate holder in its entirety and which constitutes 
the invention is designated generally 5 and in 
cludes a substantially endless strand of wire, des 
ignated generally 6 which is bent and shaped to 
provide a downwardly offset in Wardly projecting 
hook i, outwardly offset, diametrically opposed 
portions 8, and outwardly offset, portions 9 dis 
posed in diametrically opposed relationship to the 
hook portion and equally Spaced from the por 
tions 8, and arcuate outwardly bowed plate en 
gaging portions extending between the hook 
and each of the bar portions 3 and between said 
bar portions 8 and the portion 9. The hook as 
clearly illustrated in Figure 1 is adapted to de 
tachably engage under an edge of a portion of a 
high chair tray and said hook portion is pro 
vided with inwardly projecting legs 2. 
A Substantially U-shaped hook member 3 is 

provided with eyes 4 at its terminals which turn 
ably engage the portion 9. A spring 5 is dis 
posed on the portion 9 between said eyes 4 and 
has one end thereof engaging a leg of the hook 3 
and its opposite end bearing on the upper side 
of a part of the portion 9 so that said spring 5 
will normally urge the hook 3 inwardly or to 
ward the hook 7. The inwardly offset lower por 
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tion of the hook 3 is adapted to engage under 
another portion of the tray and opposite to the 
portion thereof engaged by the hook 7 and is 
yieldably and detachably held in engagement 
therewith by the spring 5 which permits said 
hook 3 to be swung outwardly and upwardly with 
respect to the tray for applying the holder 5 there 
to or for removing it therefrom, 
A substantially U-shaped hook 6, having an 

inwardly offset, intermediate portion, is provided 
with depending legs each terminating in an eye 

7. The eyes turnably engage spaced parts 
of one of the bar portions 8 for Swingably mount 
ing the hook thereon. A Spring 8 is Wound 
on the portion 8 between the eyes 7 and has one 
of its ends bearing over a portion of the strand 6 
and its opposite end bearing against a leg of the 
hook for Urging the upper, inwardly projecting 
portion of the hook is inwardly and downwardly 
with respect to the holder 5. A similarly shaped 
hook 9 is provided with eyes 2 at the terminals 
of the legs thereof which turnably engage the 
other bar portion 8 for swingably mounting the 
hook 9 thereon. A connecting bar 22 extends un 
der the frame 5 and has one end 23 which pref 
erably constitutes an extension of one of the eyes 
7 and which extends downwardly in a direction 

away from the hook 6. The other end of the bar 
22 extends upwardly and toward the hook 9 
and terminates in an eye 24 which slidably en 
gages one of the depending legs of the hook 9. 
When the hook S is disposed in a normal posi 
tion and with its upper portion extending inward 
ly and disposed above and substantially parallel 
to the portions , the hook is similarly dis 
posed. When the hook 6 is swung outwardly or 
to a disengaged position, the end 23 of the bar 22 
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will be swung inwardly of the frame 6 to cause 
the connecting bar 22 to moye from right to left 
of Figures 1 and 2, thereby causing the connect 
ing bar eye 24 to move to the left, as indicated in 
dotted lines in Figure 2, for also SWinging the 
hook 9 outwardly and downwardly to a plate re 
leasing position. 
When the hooks AS and 9 are thus swung out 

wardly and downwardly to released positions, a 
baby's plate may be positioned in the holder 5 and 
within the portions thereof after which by re 
leasing pressure on the hook is, the spring fB 
Will return both of the hooks 6 and 9 to their 
engaged positions of Figures 1 and 2 for securely 
clamping the baby's plate or dish 25 in the holder 
5 and so that the dish will be held by the holder 
against movement relatively to said holder and 
accordingly held against movement relatively to 
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the tray it due to the fastening of the holder 5 
to said tray by the hooks 7 and 3, as previously 
described. 
The connecting bar 22 may have its inter 

mediate portion 26 flattened and out.Wardly 
curved to be disposed around a part of the plate 
bottom. The intermediate portions of the hooks 
f6 and 9 are outwardly bowed to conform gen 
erally to the curvature of the rim of the plate 
25, as seen in Figure 1, and are preferably fiat 
tened. The intermediate portion of the hook 3 
is provided with a loop forming a depending 
handle 27, and the intermediate portion of the 
hook 6 has a similar loop forming an upstand 
ing handle 28. The handles 27 and 28 are 
adapted to be manually engaged for Swinging the 
hook 3 and the hooks 6 and 9, respectively, 
outwardly to inoperative positions. 

It will thus be readily apparent that a plate 
or dish holder of extremely simple construction 
has been provided which will hold a baby's plate 
On a high chair tray in a Secure manner so that 
the plate cannot be picked up by the infant and 
inverted or dropped for spilling its contents and 
possibly breaking the plate or dish. 
Warious modifications and changes are con 

templated and may obviously be resorted to, 
without departing from the spirit or scope of the 
invention as hereinafter defined by the appended 
claim.S. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A plate holder comprising a frame adapted 

to be Supported on a high chair tray, hook por 
tions projecting from said frame and detachably 
engaging under the tray for mounting the fiane : 
thereon, a pair of swingably mounted hook mem 
berS projecting upwardly from said frame and 
having in Wardly extending upper portions 
adapted to engage over portions of a plate for 
retaining the plate in engagement With the 
frame, and at least one of said last mentioned 
hook portions being SWingably mounted for re 
leaSably engaging the plate. 

2. A baby's plate holder as in claim 1, and 
Spring means for yieldably urging Said Swingably 
mounted hook in Wardly and downwardly and 
toward an engaged position. 

3. A plate holder as in claim 1, said other plate 
engaging hook being SWingably mounted, link 
and lever means connecting said hooks to cause 
said hooks to Swing outwardly and inwardly 
toward released or engaged positions, respec 
tively, as a unit, and Spring means associated 
with one of said hooks for normally retaining 
the hooks in plate engaging positions. 

5 

O 

2:) 

5 

...) 

4. 
4. A plate holder as in claim 1, at least one of 

said tray engaging hooks being SWingably Sup 
ported on the frame for outward movement to 
a released position for detaching the frame from 
the tray. 

5. A plate holder as in claim 1, at least one of 
Said tray engaging hooks being Swingably Sup 
ported on the frame for outward movement to 
a released position for detaching the frame from 
the tray, and Said SWingably mounted tray en 
gaging hook being provided with Spring means 
for yieldably retaining it in an Operative, tray 
engaging position. 

6. A plate holder as in claim 1, at least one of 
said tray engaging hooks being swingably sup 
ported on the frame for outward movement to 
a released position for detaching the frame from 
the tray, and Said SWingably mounted tray en 
gaging hook being provided With Spring means 
for yieidably retaining it in an operative, tray 
engaging position, and Said other tray engaging 
hook being rigidly disposed relatively to the 
frame and formed integral therewith. 

7. A plate holder as in claim 1, said frame in 
; cluding spaced outwardly bowed arcuate portions 
eXtending between the tray engaging hooks and 
the plate engaging liooks and adapted to engage 
around the plate for holding the plate against 
lateral displacement relatively to the holder 
frame. 

8. A plate holder as in claim 1, said other plate 
engaging hooks being Swingably mounted, and 
link and lever means connecting Said hooks to 
cause the hooks to Swing outwardly and inwardly 
toward released or engaged positions, respec 
tively, as a unit. 

9. A plate holder as in claim 1, said tray en 
gaging hooks being disposed at right angles to 
the plate engaging hooks. 

JOHN T. WHITE. 
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