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UNITED STATEs 
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PATENT OFFICE. 
VERA DE BASSINI, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

FAIR-IDYEHING COMB, 

Application filed : 0ctober 25, 1923. Serial No. 670,663. 

To all nuohom, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, VERA DE BASSINI, a 

subject of the King of Italy, and residing 
at New York city, county and State of New 
York, have invented a certain new and use 
ful Hair-Dyeing Comb, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention is a comb for dyeing the 

hair, the invention being adapted to be asso 
ciated with combs of the conventional form 
or to be incorporated in wholly novel comb 
construction. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

a dyeing comb so constructed that the hair will be dyed as efficiently directly adjacent 
the scalp as it is throughout the remainder 
of its length. 
The difficulty with most dyeing combs 

heretofore suggested is that they will, in 
the main, dye the hair for the greater por 
tion of its length but will leave that portion 
of the hair directly adjacent the scalp in 
its natural condition which is not only un 
sightly but immediately shows to the most 
casual observer that the hair has been dyed. 
The present invention consists in the pro 

vision of a comb with a laterally projecting 
flange of some suitable absorbent material 
adapted to be impregnated with a dye and 
the flange is positioned between the base of 
the teeth, and the back, edge of the comb and 
extendsin a lateral direction for an appre ciable distance terminating preferably in a 
substantially straight edge which is more 
or less flexible or yielding. The flange is 
of sufficient length so that when the hair 
is combed through the manipulation of the 
comb in the usual manner, the outer edge 
of the flange may be brushed lightly against 
the hair to follow the teeth during their 
passage through the hair and by thus tilting 
the comb at the proper angle, the dye is 
applied by the fange to all parts of the 
hair and is uniformly distributed there 
over. By this arrangement, the teeth of the 
comb are unencumbered or unobstructed and 
are able to perform their usual functions, 
while the dye applying filange is so posi 

* tioned that it is naturally brought into en 
gagement with the hair to effect efficient 
application of the dye. 
An important consideration resides in the 

fact that the dye is brushed off of the flange 
on to the hair while the flange with its 
straight and even surface is brushed lightly 

accompanying drawings. 

Over the hair in contradistinction to some of 
the structures which have been heretofore 
?uggested and which embody dye applying 
bodie?, of uneven contour and in many cases a positive feed of the liquid dye directly to 
the hair through holes formed in the comb. 
With this latter method of procedure the 
Scalp usually becomes badly discolored by 
the dye and produces the most unsightly ap 
pearance and unhealthy condition. 

In its preferred practical form, the pres 
ent, invention embodies a comb provided 
with a slot extending longitudinally thereof 
and transversely through the back of the 
comb at a point between the base of the 
teeth is and the rear edge of the comb and 
in this slot is positioned a strip of felt or 
other absorbent material of a width con 
siderably wider than the comb, so that it 
projects beyond the edges of the slot for 
an appreciable distance. The felt may be 
impregnated with a the dyeing solution 
either by dipping the comb or a reservoir 
may be associated with the comb either as 
an attachment or as a permanent part of 
the comb and from this reservoir the dye F be fed by capillary to impregnate the 
€et. 

Features of the invention, other than 
those, adverted to, will be apparent from the hereinafter detailed i description and 
claims, when read in conjunction with the 
The accompanying drawings illustrate 

different, practical embodiments of the in 
vention, but the constructions therein shown 
are to be understood as illustrative, only, 
and not as defining the limits of the inven 
tion. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a 
portion of the length of a conventional 
comb with the present invention associated 
therewith. 

Figure 2 is a transverse section through 
the comb shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 shows the comb of Figure 1 with 
the reservoir attachment associated there 
with. 

Figure, 4 is a perspective section of the 
construction shown in Figure 3. 

Figure 5 is a side elevation of a modified 
form of contSruction including a reservoir 
formed in the comb construction. 

Figure 6 is a section on the line 6——6; 
Figure 7 is an underneath plan view of 
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the right hand end of the comb shown in 
Figure 5 with the end or terminal tooth 
omitted; and, 

Figure 8 shows a further modified form. 
Referring to the drawings, 1 designates 

a comb which may be of any conventional 
shape or contour, the showing made being 
illustrative of combs generally used by la 
dies in the performance of their toilet. The 
present invention nay be associated with a 
comb of this character by providing the 
back of the comb with a slot 2 extending 
longitudinally thereof between the base of 
the teeth and the rear edge of the comb 
and extending entirely through the back of 
the comb. Into this slot is introduced a 
strip of felt 3, of sufficient thickness to bind 
in the slot, 2 in order that it may be prop 
erly held in friction engagement therewith 
and maintained in proper position. 
felt 3 is naturally more or less absorbent 
and is referred to as ilinistrative of any sluit 
able material having absorbent characteris 
tics enabling it to absorb and retain hair 
dye, when the comb is dipped into such 
dye, instead of dipping the comb, how 
ever, a Small quantity of the dye may be 
poured or dropped from a dropper upon the 
felt 3 and will rapidly disseminate through 
out the entire body to uniformly impreg 
mate the same. 
The strip 3 is of a substantial width 

adapting it to project an appreciable dis 
tance beyond both faces of the comb) as 
shown best in Figure 2 and terminate at its 
outer edges in a substantially straight and 
slightly yielding edge so that as the comb 
is passed through the hair and tilted slight 
ly to bring one edge or the other of the felt 
3 into engagement with the hair, the outer 
edge of the felt will ride lightly over the 
hair and in so doing will apply the dye in 
an efficient, and uniforna manner. 

In choosing the material Stuch as felt 
preferably use a felt, which has sufficient 
body to maintain the fori)) shown in Fig 
ures 1 and 2 so that it will be, in effect, 
slightly yielding or resilient in order that 
it may better follow the hair and apply a 
slight pressure theireto in order that the dye 
nay be uniformly distributed. 

instead of dipping or pouring, in the ap 
plication of the dye to the pad 3, I may as 
sociate with the comb of the conventional 
type a reservoir 4 shown in Figures 3 and 
4. This reservoir may be conveniently con 
structed of semi rigid hard rubber and con 
structed in the form of an elongated casing 
provided at its base with a longitudinally 
disposed channel 5 adapted to fit over and 
grip, of its own inherent. resiliency, the back 
of the brush. The casing is preferably con 
structed with laterally extending flanges, 6 
which are hollow and which, when the 
casing is positioned on the comb, will over 
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die and rest upon the upper edge of the felt 
pad. One end of the casing is provided 
with an inlet mouth 7 adapted to be in 
troduced into a pool of the dyeing solution 
and the pad of the containei" thereupon 
squeezed in the hand to partially exhaust 
the air from the interior thereof, so that 
when the grip is released, the casing Will 
extendl imto its normal condition and in So 
doing will cause a partial vacium to be 
produced vitiin the casing in order that 
the resulting suction will effect charging of 
É-lhe casing with the dye solution. 
The Inmaterial this introduced into the cas 

ing will be discharged solely therefrom 
through, perforations 8 formed in the base 
of the flanges 6 directly upon the pad 3 and 
will seu’ve to effect an automatic impregna 
tion of the pad with the dyeing solution. 
The inlet hole at the end of the mouth 7 is 

preferably made quite Small so that liquid 
contained within the 1reservoir will not leak 
out while the comb is in use. The flanges 
6 aside from their function of feeding dye 
fi'on their interiors will also serve to l'ein 
force the pad 3 during the manipulation of 
the comb and this arrangement, has been 
found to give very satisfactory results as 
the pad menay be made lighter without a tend 
ency to bend when brushed over the hair. 

In Figures 5. 6 and 7, a further modifi 
cation of the invention is ilustrated. In 
this showing, the comb body is illustrated 
as hollow to provide an interior reservoir 9. 
The toothed portion of the comb is illus 
trated as detachable and bears the reference 
character 10. It is shown as embodying a 
plurality of teeth 11 secured to and depend 
ing from a relatively wide plate 12, which ex 
tends laterally in both directions beyond the 
teeth to form flanges 13. The portion of 
the comb, with which this toothed member 
is adapted for association, is provided with 
laterally extending fanges 14, as shown best 
in Figure 6, and between the flanges 13 and 
14, the pad 3 is adapted to be gripped and 
supported in position, the pad being Suffi 
ciently wide to extend beyond the free edge 
of the flanges which however will properly 
support the pad at all times. The toothed 
member 10 may be associated with the comb 
in different ways but a very convenient 
method is shown in these figures. One end 
of the member 10 is adapted to be intro 
duced into an undercut portion 15 in the 
comb body after the manner shown in dotted 
lines in Figure 5 and the toothed portion 
thereupon swung upwardly to engage with 
and bear against the underside of the pad 3, 
whereupon the threaded shank 16 of the ter 
minal tooth 17 may be screwed into the body 
of the comb to cause a frusto conical por 
tion 18 of said tooth to engage with a corre 
spondingly shaped seat 19 on the toothed 
member 10. By Screwing the terminal 
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tooth tightly in position, the toothed mem 
ber will be clamped firmly in place. The 
dyeing solution is adapted to be introduced 
into the reservoir 9 either through a filler 
cap 20 or in any other suitable manner, and 
is adapted to be fed to the pad 3 through 
perforations 21 extending from the base of 
the reservoir as shown best in Figure 6. 
When the parts are assembled as de 

scribed, the liquid will be fed bv absorption 
to the pad and will properly impregnate and 
moisten the same so that it may be used 
continuously until the liquid is entirely dis 
sipated. * 
One pronounced advantage that I have 

found in the construction of Figs. 5 to 7 re 
sides in the functions of the opposing flanges 
13 and 14 which support the pad in a very 
efficient manner and will permit its proper 
functioning. Moreover, the fanges 13 may, 
during the combing of hair, ride lightly 
upon the hair and serve as a guide to be 
followed by the pad in order that the pres 
sure of the pad upon the hair will be uni 
form at all times and thus a uniform dis 
tribution of the dye results with no tend 
ency of Smudging the scalp. This form of 
the invention has given highly satisfactory 
results in practice and is the form recom 
mended not only for the reasons given but 
also because of the convenient feed of the 
dye in an entirely automatic manner. 

In Fig. 8 I have illustrated another modi 
fied form whereby the invention may be 
readily applied to a conventional comb 
without necessitating the slotting of the 
comb. In this embodiment of the inven 
tion, a clamping member 22 is provided 
which is adapted to be positioned on and 
grip is the back of a comb. The clamping 
member is provided with laterally extend 
ing fanges 23 and on the under side of each 
flange is secured a strip of absorbent ma 
terial 24. The strips 24 may be secured to 
the flanges 23 in any suitable way, but I 
have shown the strips held in place by means 
of keepers 25. The advantage of this con 
struction is that the clamp may be slipped 
over the back of any comb and will tightly 
grip the comb to hold the absorbent strips 
in place thereby obviating the necessity of 
slitting the comb or providing slots therein 
as shown in Figs. 2 and 6. The clamp 22 
may be made of any suitable material hav 
ing sufficient inherent resiliency to grip the 
comb and maintain the clamp in position. 
The foregoing detailed description sets 

forth the invention in its preferred practi 
cal form, but the invention is to be under 
stood as fully commensurate with the ap 
pended claims, 
Having thus fully described the invention, 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent is: 

1. A hair dyeing comb provided interme 

diate the base of the teeth and the back edge 
of the comb with a longitudinal slot, and an 
absorbent pad extending through the slot 
and projecting an appreciable distance be 
yond the sides of the comb. 

2. Å hair dyeing comb provided interme 
diate the base of the teeth and the back edge 
of the comb with a longitudinal slot, and an 
absorbent pad extending through the slot 
ad projecting an appreciale distance be 
yond the sides of the comb, the longitudinal 
edges of said pad being straight and adapt 
ed to have yielding engagement with the 
hair through which the teeth of the comb 
are passed. 

3. Å hair dyeing comb provided interme 
diate the base of the teeth and the back edge 
of the comb with a longitudinal slot, and an 
absorbent pad extending through the slot 
and projecting an appreciable distance be 
yond the sides of the comb, and a reservoir 
adapted to contain dyeing solution and hav 
ing perforations for feeding Such solution 
to the pad. 

4. A hair dyeing comb provided with a 
slot extending longitudinally through the 
back of the comb intermediate the base of 
the teeth and the back edge of the comb and 
a strip of felt positioned in said slot and ex 
tending an appreciable distance beyond the 
opposite faces of the comb. 

5. A hair dyeing comb provided with a 
slot extending longitudinally through the 
back of the comb intermediate the base of 
the teeth and the back edge of the comb and . 
a strip of felt positioned in said slot and ex 
tending an appreciable distance beyond the 
opposite faces of the comb, the lateral edg?s 
of Said felt being substantially straight. 

6. A hair a dyeing comb, provided inter 
mediate the base of the teeth and the Jack 
edge of the comb with longittadinally ex 
tending flanges of an absorben, material 
projecting for Such a distance laterally of 
the opposite faces of the connh , that when 
ühe teeth of the comb are passed through the 
hair, one of Said flanges will ride upon the 
hair for the purpose of applying diye with 
which in the fanges may be impregnated to 
the hair. 

7. Å hair dyeing comb provided with a 
slot extending longitudinally through the 
back of the comb intermediate the base of 
the teeth and the back edge of the comb, 
a strip of felt positioned in said slot and 
extending an appreciable distance beyond 
the opposite faces of the comb, and stiffen 
ing flanges extending laterally from the 
sides of the comb and overlying the strip 
of felt. 

8. Å hair dyeing comb provided inter 
mediate the base of the teeth and the back 
edge of the comb with a strip of absorbent 
material extending longitudinally of the 
comb and laterally from at least one face 
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stiffening fanges extendi 

of the Comb for an appreciable listance, and 
a Stiffeining flange Supported on the comb 
and extending laterall theirefiroim and Oyer 
iyilag the absorbent strip. M 

9. A hair dyeing comb provided inter 
mediate the base of the teeth and the back 
edge of the comb With a strip of absorbent 
material extending longitt dinally of the 
Kromb and latei"all" from at least, one face 
Of the comb) for an appreciable distance, and 

M laterally of the 
comb aind caping the ab:Sérbent Strip ito 
preclude un'estricted flexing of the latter. 

10. Å hair dyeing comb provided interme 
diate the base of the teeth and the back edge 
of the coimby with a longitRidinal slot, an 
absorbent pad extending through the slot 
and projecting an appreciable distance be 
yond the sides of the comb, the longitudinal 
edges of said pad being straight and adapted 
to have yielding engagement with the hair 
through which the teeth of the comb are 
passed, and Stiffening fanges extending lat 
erally of the comb and overlying the padl 
to preclude unrestricted flexing of the lat 
ter. 

11. A hair dyeing comb provided interime 
diate the base of the teeth and the back edge 
of the comb with a longitudinal slot, ain 
absorbent pad extending through the slot 
and projecting an appreciable distance be 
yond the sides of the comb, the longitudinal 
edges of said pad being straight and adapted 
to have yielding engagement with the hair 
through which the teeth of the comb are 
passed, and stiffening fanges extending lat 
erally of the comb and clamping the pad 
therebetween to naintain the pad in the de 
sired position. 

12. A hair dyeing comb provided interme 
diate the base of the teeth and the back edge 
of the comb with a longitudina slot, an 
absorbent padl extending through the slot 
and projecting an appreciable distance be 
yond the sides of the comb, and a reservoir 
adapted to contain dyeing solution and hav 
ing perforations for feeding Such Solution 

487,374. 

to the pad, said reservoir being demountably 
associated with the comb. 

13. Å hair dyeing comb provided interme 
diate the base of the teeth and the back edge 

?o YO * Qf the comb with a longitudinal slot, an 
absorbent pad extending through the slot 
and projecting an appreciable distance be 
yond the sidles of the comb, and a reservoir 
adated to contain dyeing solution and ha Y 
ing a charging opening and also discharg 
ng perforations feeding such Solution 

to the pad, said reservoir being demontably 
associated with the comb, and being collapsi 
ble to alio W a dyeing Solution to be - Sucked 
through the charging opening. 

14. A hair dyeing comb, the back of which 
is provided with a transverse slot and a hol 
do VV Supply chamber adapted to contain dye 
Rand communicating With the slot through, 
feed openings, a strip of absorbent material 
extending through and beyond Said slot to 
forim laterally projecting diye applying 
flanges. 

15. A hair dyeing comb, the back of which 
is provided with a transverse slot, and a hol 
loW supply chamber adapted to contain dye 
and communicating With the i slot through 
feed openings, a strip of absorbent material 
extendiing through and beyond said slot to 
form laterally projecting dye applying 
flanges and stiffening flanges extending dat 
eirally of the comb and overlying the dye 
applying fanges. M 

16. A hair dyeing comb embodying a hol 
lovy back constituting a supply reservoir, an 
absorbent pad, and a toothed potion detach 
ably Secured to the back of the comb and 
maintaining the pad in position. 

17. An attachment for combs embodying 
a strip of absorbent material, and a clamp 
ing member supporting the Strip and adapt 
ed to detachably grip a comb to mount the 
Strip on the comb. 

in testimony whereof I have signed the 
foregoing Specification. 

VERA DE BASSINI. 
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