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This invention relates to a collapsible plastic sun hat, 
particularly to a hat that can be inflated to a desired 
shape. 
At present there are many types of head coverings for 

men, women and children which are made in some cases 
of stiff material shaped to a particular form and in other 
cases are made of other material which is braced with 
a wire form to produce a particular shape of hat. The 
objection to these types of hats is that they cannot be 
collapsed and stored in a small space. There are also 
other hats made of flexible materials such as those worn 
by fishermen, sailors or children. The objection to these 
types of hats is that they cannot be extended into a fixed 
shape. The brims, if any, do not provide protection 
again the Sun or rain. 
The main object of this invention is to provide a plastic 

collapsible sun hat that is durable, inexpensive to manu 
facture and simple in construction. 
Another object is to provide a plastic collapsible sun 

hat that can be collapsed or extended very quickly. 
Another object is to provide a plastic collapsible sun 

hat that occupies a very small space when collapsed. 
Another object is to provide a plastic collapsible Sun 

hat when in extended position maintains its particular 
shape and size. 
Another object is to provide a plastic collapsible Sun 

hat that is lightweight and cool to wear. 
The above objects are accomplished by providing a 

plastic collapsible sun hat which has a flexible frame 
which is formed of flexible air hose or tube with soft 
plastic or other suitable material extending over and 
between the air hose or tube. The air hose or tube ex 
tends around the brim and over the crown of the hat. 
An extension is provided at a suitable part of the air 
hose or tube for inflating the hose or tube to expand the 
hat to proper shape. A ring or suitable opening in the 
plastic material is provided for placing the bent end of 
the inflating extension in sealed position and thus main 
tain the hat in extended position after it has been in 
flated. The plastic material is provided with sufficient 
air vents for providing coolness and ventilation to the 
head of the wearer. 
The invention consists in the novel arrangements, com 

binations and construction of parts hereinafter described 
and shown in the drawings. 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view in elevation of the 

plastic collapsible sun hat; 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view of the plastic collapsible 

sun hat; 
FIGURE 3 is a vertical cross-sectional view on the 

line A-A shown in FIGURE 2 of the plastic collapsible 
sun hat; 
FIGURE 4 is a part elevational cross section view of 

the plastic collapsible sun hat showing one form of seal 
for the inflation tubes; 
FIGURE 5 is a part elevational cross section view of 

the plastic collapsible sun hat showing another form 
of seal for the inflation tubes. 

Referring to the drawing, particularly FIGURES 1, 2 
and 3, the hat consists of a brim 1 and a crown 2. Flex 
ible air tubes 3, 4, 5 and 6 form part of the crown 2 
of the hat. A flexible air tube 7 which forms the base 
of the crown 2 is connected to the flexible air tubes 3, 
4, 5 and 6. The combined length of tubes 3 and 5 and 
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tubes 4 and 6 is greater than the diameter of the annulus 
formed by the tube 7, so that when inflated the tubes 
3, 5 and tubes 4, 6 assume an arched position. Soft 
plastic material 8, 9, 10 and 11 is connected to the tubes 
3, 4, 5 and 6 and 7 to form the other parts of the crown 
2. Ventilation openings 26 are shown in the plastic ma 
terials 8, 9, 10 and 11. 

Flexible air tubes 12, 13, 14 and 15 form part of the 
brim 1 and are connected to the flexible air tube 7. A 
flexible air tube 16 forms the outer rim of the brim 1 
and is connected to the flexible air tubes 12, 13, 14 and 
15. Soft plastic material 17, 18, 19 and 20 is connected 
?to the tubes 7, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 6 to form the other 
parts of the brim 1. A flexible air tube extension 21 
for inflating the tubes is shown in FIGURE 1 in Sealed 
position and in FIGURES 2 and 3 in open position. 
FIGURES 1, 2, 3 and 4 show one form of sealing 

the extension air tube 21. A metal ring 22 is fastened 
to any of the plastic materials near where the air tube 
extension 21 is connected. The metal ring 22 may be 
placed on the upper or lower side of the brim or crown 
as desired, but must be placed at the desired distance 
from the air tube extension 21 so that when the air tube 
extension 21 is bent upon itself as shown at 23 in FIG 
URE 4 to form an air seal the bent end can be placed in 
the ring 22. 
FIGURE 5 shows another modification for locking the 

flexible air tube extension 21 in sealed position. A piece 
of plastic material 24 is shown fastened to the lower 
side of the plastic material of the brim 1. The plastic 
material 24 is provided with an opening 25 to receive 
the end of the flexible air tube extension when bent in 
wards as shown in FIGURE 5 and thus form an air 
seal. 

In operation when it is desired to use the hat, the user 
inflates the hat by blowing air through the air tube ex 
tension 21 from which the air passes through all the 
tubes in the brim 1 and the crown 2. After the hat is 
inflated the end of the extension tube 2i is bent upon 
itself and passed through the ring 22, or if the type shown 
in FIGURE 5 is used it is placed through the opening 
25 of the plastic material 24. 
A cord may be attached to the hat at any convenient 

point to prevent it being blown away, as the hat is par 
ticularly lightweight. 

It is understood that any suitable material may be 
used for the that as long as it is airtight for the tubes 
and strong enough to retain the hat in inflated position. 
Also the design of the hat may be other than that shown 

in the drawings and described above. 
While the invention has been shown and described with 

particular reference to specific embodiments, it is under 
stood it is not to be limited thereto but is to be con 
strued broadly and limited only by the scope of the 
claims. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an ex 

clusive property or privilege is claimed are defined as 
follows: 

1. A collapsible hat comprising a brim formed of 
inner and outer annular flexible tubes connected together 
by a series of radial flexible tubes in combination there 
with and webs of plastic material between the annular 
and radial tubes and a crown formed of flexible tubes 
extending transversely of the inner annular tube of said 
brim connected together at their point of intersection 
and webs of plastic material between the transverse 
tubes and inner annular tube, said transverse tubes being 
of greater length than the diameter of the annulus formed 
by the inner annular tube and in communication with 
said tube whereby the transverse tubes upon inflation 



8,097,363 
3 4 

assume an arched position and means for introducing air 2,118,196 Harrison -------------- May 24, 1938 
into the tubes for inflating the same. 2,418,069 Delano ---------------- Mar. 25, 1947 

2. A collapsible hat as described in claim 1 wherein 2,803,015 Milone ---------------- Aug. 20, 1957 
the webs of plastic material of the crown are provided 2,864,201 Leise ------------------ Dec. 16, 1958 
with a series of perforations. 5 FOREIGN PATENTS 

References Cited in the file of this patent 484,489 Italy ------------------ Sept. 10, 1953 
UNITED STATES PATENTS OTHER REFERENCES 

1,560,073 Bontempi et al. --------- Nov. 3, 1925 German application 1,085,428, printed July 14, 1960, 
(Kl. 61a 29/12). 


