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A, CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
A438 5/02 (2006.01) A43B 23/02 (2006.01) A43B 23/26 (2006.01)

According to International Patent Classification (TPC) or to both national classification and IPC
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Minimum decumentation searched {classification systemn followed by classifieation symbaols}

Documentation scarched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the ficlds scarched
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Australia,
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Category* | Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to
claim No.

Documents are listed in the continuation of Box C
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"E" carlicr application or patent but published on or after the "X"  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered
international filing date novel or cammot be considered to involve an inventive step when the document is

taken alone

"L"  document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or "Y"  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannet be considered to
which is cited to establish the publication date of another involve an inventive step when the document is cormnbined with one or more other
citation or other special reason (as specified) such documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art

0" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition ar other

mcans "&"  document member of the same patent family

"P"  document published prior to the intcrnational filing date but
later than the priority date claimed

Datc of the actual complction of the international scarch Datc of mailing of the intcmational scarch report
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Name and mailing address of the ISA/AU Authorised officer
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Box No.1I  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a} for the following
reasons:

1. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

the subject matter listed in Rule 39 on which, under Article 17(2)(a)(i), an international search is not required to be
carried out, including

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3 |:| Claims Nos:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a)

Box No.1Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See Supplemental Box for Details

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

ha

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D Mo protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (third sheer) (July 2019)
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Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to claim No.

DE 102016102792 Al (VISIOTEX GMBH) 17 August 2017

X Abstract; figs. 1-2; paragraphs [0004]-[0007], [0021]-[0026] 1,3, 7-10, 15-20, 22, 24, 235,
28-32,33-35,37,38

Y Abstract; figs. 1-2; paragraphs [0004]-[0007], [0021]-[0026] 1-28, 35-38, 47-52, 65-70
FR 3006151 B1 (FRANC) 18 December 2015

X Abstract; figs. 1-4; page 3, lines 5-24 29-34

Y Abstract; figs. 1-4; page 3, lines 5-24 1-28, 35-38
EP 0359081 B1 (HERMSTEDT) 30 November 1994

X Abstract; figs. 1-2; col. 5, line 57-col. 6, line 35 34

Y Fig. 3; col. 7, lines 24-36 4,23
US 2002/0029496 A1 (MORLE) 14 March 2002

X Abstract; figs. 1-4, 6, 7, 13; paragraphs [0026]-[0027], [0032]-[0033] 39-41,43-45, 46, 53-64

Y Abstract; figs. 1-4, 6, 7, 13; paragraphs [0026]-[0027], [0032]-[0033] 5,6,42,47-52,65-713
US 2016/0081419 A1 (CONCAVE GLOBAL PTY LTD) 24 March 2016

X Abstract; figs. 1-3, 7; paragraphs [0025]-[0027] 39-41,43-45, 46, 53-64

Y Abstract; figs. 1-3, 7; paragraphs [0026]-[0027] 5, 6,42,47-52, 65-73
EP 3162239 Al (SHIMA SEIKI MFG., LTD.) 03 May 2017

Y Abstract; paragraphs [0007]-[0010], [0018]-[0019] 2,11-14,21, 26, 27, 36, 48-

51, 66, 69

US 2009/0100711 Al (ENGEL) 23 April 2009

Y Abstract; paragraph [0058] 42,71-73
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Supplemental Box

Continuation of: Box II1
This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to one
invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

This Authority has found that there are different inventions based on the following features that separate the claims into distinct
groups:

Group I

1st invention; Claims 1-17 are directed to a football shoe comprising an upper and a method of forming a ball control region on an
upper of a football shoe. The feature of incorporating a fluid material with the upper in direct contact therewith to
Jform protuberances is specific to this group of claims.

2nd invention: Claims 18-28 are directed to a football shoe including an upper and a method of forming a ball control region on an
upper of a football shoe. The feature of injecting material between inner and outer surfaces of the upper to form two spaced lateral
crests with a region extending centrally between the two spaced lateral crests is specific to this group of claims.

3rd invention: Claims 29-33 are directed to a football shoe including an upper having a central region. The feature of at least an
apex of the central region is raised above the crests in occupied configuration of the shoe is specific to this group of claims.

4th invention: Claims 34-38 are directed to a football shoe including an upper. The feature of the upper including a central laced
region and protuberances at each side, outside of the central lnced region is specific to this group of claims.

Group II:

Sth invention: Claims 39, 41-52 (in part) are directed to a football shoe including a canopy or tongue having protuberances disposed
laterally of a central portion, The feature of the profuberances being formed of material added to material defining the canopy or
tongue wherein the central portion has none or negligible amount of the added material forming the protuberances is specific to
this group of claims.

6th invention: Claims 40, 41-52 (in part), 53-64 are directed to a football shoe inclading a canopy or tongue having protuberances
disposed laterally of a central portion. The feature of the central portion configured fo provided a lower level of ball damping
relative fo the profuberances is specific to this group of claims.

7th invention: Claims 65-70 are directed to a football shoe or football boot including a canopy or tongue and a method of forming a
ball control region on an uppet of a football shoe. The feature of incorporating a fluid material with the canopy or tongue fo define
protuberances at each side of a central portion is specific to this group of claims.

8th invention: Claims71-73 are directed to a football shoe including a canopy having protuberances disposed laterally of a central
portion. The feature of the canopy includes extensible material such that the spacing between the protuberances is variable is
specific to this group of claims.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship among the
claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence,
defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a contribution over the prior art.

‘When there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions there is no unity of invention.

In the above groups of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the prior art but are not
common to all the claimed inventions and therefore cannot provide the required technical relationship. The only feature common to
all of the claimed inventions is the football shoe including a sole and an upper. However it is considered that this feature is generic
in this particular art, Therefore this common feature cannot be a special technical feature. Hence there is no special technical feature
common to all the ¢laimed inventions and the requirements for unity of invention are consequently not satisfied a priori.

Furthermore, in group I, the feature common to all of the 1st to 4th inventions and which provides a technical relationship among
them is an upper including a central region and one or more protuberances at each side of the central region defining a crest
alongside the central region, However this feature does not make a contribution over the prior art because it is disclosed in;

Form PCT/ISA/210 (Supplemental Box) (July 2019)
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Supplemental Box

EP 0359081 Bl {(HERMSTEDT) 30 November 1994 (see figs. 1-3).

Therefore in the light of this document this common feature cannot be a special technical feature. Hence there is no special
technical feature common to all the 1st to 4th inventions and the requirements for unity of invention for the inventions in group I are
consequently not satisfied a posteriori.

In group II, the feature common to all of the Sth to 8th inventions and which provides a technical relationship among them is an
upper including a throat region provided by flexible material of the upper, the throat region defining a boundary of the flexible
material, with a canopy extending within the boundary; wherein the canopy includes a central portion and one or more
protuberances disposed laterally at each side of the central portion. However this feature does not make a conttibution over the
prior art because it is disclosed in:

US 2002/0029496 Al (MORLE) 14 March 2002 (see figs. 1, 2 and 6).
Therefore in the light of this document this common feature cannot be a special technical feature. Hence there is no special

technical feature common to all the 5th to 8th mventions and the requirements for unity of invention for the inventicns in group
IT are consequently also not satisfied a posteriori.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (Supplemental Box) (July 2019)
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report. The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information,
Patent Document/s Cited in Search Report Patent Family Member/s
Publication Number Publication Date Publication Number Publication Date
DE 102016102792 Al 17 August 2017 DE 102016102792 Al 17 Aug 2017
FR 3006151 B1 18 December 2015 FR 3006151 Al 05 Dec 2014
FR 3006151 Bl 18 Dec 2015
EF 0359081 B1 30 November 1994 EP 0359081 A2 21 Mar 1990
EP 0359081 BI 30 Nov 1994
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US 2002/0029496 A1 14 March 2002 US 2002029496 Al 14 Mar 2002
US 6681503 B2 27 Jan 2004
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