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Yo all whoin it m&rj concern.: _

Be it known that ’(. JOSEPH J. CuriEy, &
citizen of the Tnited States of America, and
a resident of New York; N. Y., have invent-
ed certain new and useful Implovements in
Tennis - Rackets, of which the following is
a specification, Teterence being had to the
A(‘r'omp‘mymo drawings, forming a parb
thereof.

My invention relates to

bent to the shape required, andle by
which the device 1s manipulated, and a net of
woven gut strings.

Rackets as h1therxo constructed are Hable
to become warped in service due to variable
swegther conditions or other causes, and
cumbersome presses have been emplm’red by
all users of high grade rackets

One of the ohucts of my invention is to
provide a blnlpk and effective means for
preventing the racket from becoming
warped, and for sumnguhemug the bow
without detracting from its resiliency or
A(imno to its Wewhf

A further ohiect ig to provide a suitable
means that shall fulfil the above-mentioned
conditions, and that shall at the same time
Le tough and impervious to m01smre, and
possess many of the characteristics of wood.

Other objects and advantages of my in-
vention will be set forth helem‘tfter, and
in order that my invention may. be thor-
cughly understood, T will now proceed to
describe the same in the following specifi-
cation and then point out the novel features
thereof in appended- claims.

Referring to the drawings: Figure 1 is &
front elevation of a tennis racket embodymg
my invention. A portion of the racket is

sliown on o larger scale in Fig. 2. Fig. 8
P

"i1x a seetional elevmhon o1l the lme 3—3 of

Fie. 1.

The racket shown comprises a bow 10 of
nsual shape, a handle 20, and a net 30. The
how 10 comprises a strip 11 of wood which
1= bent to the required shape and the ends of
which extend into and form a part of the
handle. a reinforcing strip 12 of relatively
thin bakelite or bakelized material, and an
outer strip 13 of wood. The strip of bake-
lite is equal in width to the thickness of the
bow 'md extends from the neck of the rackst
at 14 completely around the how to the op-
posite side. This material is not only mois-
ture m’oof but is very tough and has no

i wood.
tennis rackets and
similar articles comprising a qurlﬁ of wood "

tendency to twish or warp, and consequently

Tolds the bow against warping. The strip

13 5 of wood. and is slightly thicker than
the bukelite. The bow strips 11, 12 and 13
dre &ezv ciavefully and firmly cemented or

'rriued together so that they have the appear-

ance of a single strip except for the differ-
éhee v color between the bakelite and the
This contrast may be such as to very
materiaily improve the appearance of the
raclet. '

A throat piece 15 is set between the shoul-
ders in the usual way. TIts outer surface ig
concave as shown in Fig. 1 and a strip 18
of bakelite extends completely over itg

carved surface and onto the bow for a mé: -

terial distance on either side. This strip

mlipembes with the strip 12 in preventing.

the racket from warping; it furthérmors

maintains the shape of the bow at the shoul-
ders and prevents their separation:

"The handle 20 is formed in the ysual many

ner and need not be described in detail,

The bow is provided with holes and ig

strung in the usual way.

T am aware that the use of metal wires or
metal pieces has been sugg%md for the pur-
pose of reinforcing tennis rackets bub tnetal
is particularly disadvantageous bhecause it
adds materially to the weight of the raclet,

provided the size of the reinforcement and
.the metal of which it is formed are such as

to be of any value in respect to preventing
warping. Furthermore, the metal cannot be
joined to the wood in such a way as to ren-
der the article serviceable nnder varying
weather conditions. There is still another
very important reason why metal cannot be

utilized successfully in a tennis racket, that.
is, the fact that no metal has the life and .

resiliency which is found in wood and even
a small amount of metal makes a racket ab-
solutely worthless. On the other hand,
bakelite possesses many of the properties of
which wood is inherently characteristic. At
the same time it possesses unique character-
istics which render it particularly adapted
for the purpose to which it is applied in the
carrying out of my invention,—for exam-
ple, it 13 not only Water-proof in the ordi-
nary sense of the word, but is absolutely im-
pervious to moisture. Tt will not warp and
has a marked rigidity which is depended
upon_for holding the bow of the racket in
position.

By bakelite or bakelized material I refer
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