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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR C. HAYDEN, 

a citizen of the United States, and resident 
of Brockton, county of Plymouth, Common 
wealth of Massachusetts, have invented an 
improvement in Mats, of which the follow 
ing description, in connection with the ac 
companying drawings, is a specification, like 
characters on the drawings representing like parts in each of the several views. 
This invention relates to link mats for use 

in passageways, in front of doors, etc., where 
in the links are strung or threaded in alter 
nating relation on a series of transverse rods, 
and wherein the individual links are each 
built up to the requisite width by a series 
of died out pieces of material such as sole 
leather. A prime object of the invention is 
to provide a mat of this type wherein the 
ends of the mat present a finished attractive 
appearance and are equipped with means 
adapted to hold the stack or line of material 
pieces at the end including the end links, in 
correct alinement and relative position, so 
that any tendency to distortion or kicking 
up of individual portions of the mat edge 
is prevented. In accordance with my inven 
tion the means employed for holding the 
line of material pieces at the ends of the 
mat in correct alinement and assemblage is 
also adapted and arranged to be employed 
for securing a plurality of mat sections to 
gether end to end so as to make a runner of 
any desired length. The means in question 
is also capable of being removed from the 
matedge, with an accompanying severance 
of the forward projecting ends of the end 
links in a manner so as to still leave the mat 
complete and presentable for use. The fore 
going and other objects and advantages of 
the invention will more fully appear from 
the following detailed description, and the 
distinctive features of novelty will be 
pointed out in the appended claims. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a plan view showing a portion 

of a mat constructed in accordance with my invention; 
50 Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the man 

ner of employing the present improvements 
for joining the ends of two mat sections to gether to form a runner; 

Fig. 3 is a transverse section on line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is an elevation of one of the special 
links at the end of the mat; 

Fig. 5 is an elevation showing one of the filling pieces employed at the ends of the 
mat; and 

Fig. 6 is a perspective of a coupling ele 
ment adapted for use for securing mat sec 
tions together in accordance with my inven tion. 
The link mat to which the present inven 

tion is applied, is herein illustratively shown 
as composed of a series of links 10 assem 
bled on cross tie rods 11 in alternating rela 
tion, the ends of the tie rods being brought 
together and secured by a suitable coupling 
12 forming no part of the present invention. 
Each linkin the present type of mat is built 
up of a series of died out pieces 13 of mate 
rial such as sole leather, four of these pieces being shown as making up each link, though 
this number is likewise merely illustrative. 
The cross tie rods 11 are passed through 
holes 14 of a size to fit such rods, and the 
opposite sides of the links are preferably 
corrugated as is usual, as seen at 15. 

In accordance with my invention the links 
10 at the end of the mat, have the pieces 13 
thereof formed with an outward extension 16 
with a relatively large hole 17 therethrough 
near the extremity thereof, the extremity it 
self being preferably rounded off as shown 
at 18 to present a finished apearance to the 
mat edge. All of the pieces composing the 
links at the end of the mat are thus formed 
except the ones at the outer sides of the out 
ermost links, which as indicated at 13 have 
a similar extension but without the hole 17. 
A stout rod 19 is passed through the passage 
formed by the holes 17 at the end of the mat, 
this rod being of a size to snugly fit through 
said holes. This rod terminates in the next 
to the outermost link member 13 at each 
side of the mat as seen at 19 and it is thus 
held from endwise displacement, and the 
holes covered by the solid extension of the 
outermost link members 13 which it will be 
understood are rigidly held as a part of the 
link inits 10, by the cross tie reds 11. For 
filling in the spaces between tile links 1 a 
at the end of the mat I provide special fill 
ing pieces 20 having illner portions wiii. i. 
holes 14 for threading on the el drinost is: 
rod, and with ouf ward extensions 21 of irre. 
sponding and fit forming to the extensions 
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16 and with like holes 17 therethrough to 
receive the rod 19. Thus the rods i9 at the 
ends of the mat are completely covered and 
incased, and the ends of the mat are given 
a finished, attractive appearance, with no 
metal parts exposed, and with a continucus 
edge relatively extended lengthwise. One 
prime object in employing the rods 19 is to 
provide means whereby mat Sections may be 
easily, yet reliably secured together to form 
a continuous rizier of any required length, 
3. 3. intenediate filler 
pieces 20 at the end of the na; are cu: 
away approzinately as show by the dotted 
line 20 so as to leave the rods 19 exposed at: 
this point as indicated at 19. For engaging 
these exposad I provide 5 

or his purpose the 

32d red portions 
shaped metallic clips 22, of a length so that 
as the ends of $70 mat, sections are brought 
into abutting relation as seen at 10, said 
clips inay be pressed down over the exposed 
portions 19 c. 
the same, preferably with soline little spring 
pressure and his holding the mat sections 
securely together, yet, Yith a capability of 
being easily taken apart by merely prying 
of the holding clips 22. s . To facilitate this 
removing the clips 22 then required I pre 
erably provide the Seine with a hole 23 in 
the top thereof adapted to receive the end 
of a rod or prong "'hich may be used to lif; 
the clips of the in cases when the 
ends of the 3:23, 33 thus produced disintegrated or 

dotted line 
the filler members 20 thas greated, and , 

3 rod 19 removed, the end of the jihat, still 
presents a compiete integrate edge for fur 
ther service. The rods 9 applied as de 
scribed, thus not only serve an important, 
function in stiffening and holding in aline 
inent the end edges of the mat sections, pre 
venting any relative curling or kicking up 
of portions thereof, but these rods also serve 
a further function in their capability for use 
in connecting the mat sections together to 
form a continuous rariner, being completely 
inclosed and protected except as required 
for receiving the holding clips 22 she raat 
sections are to be joined together. I are 

and as easily taken apart when required. 

adjacent rods 19 to engage. 

the eads of said 'Od, 2. 
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aware that the invention may be embodied 

bodianent to be c 
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s tiye, reference be 

iairs rather than 
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he end in Shay 
endraost tie 'cd. 
larger than said 

insions, a reinforc assage, and clips con 
to engage with said : 
gen; ina: sections to 
continuous gunner. 
2d of a series of 
in alternating rel: "w. 3i:- 

of tie rods, the end links hay 
s 

built up links a 
lid; Gin a Seri 3S C3 : 
ing extensions beyond the endnost tie rods, a relatively heavy reinforcing rod passed 
through said extensions, the outer member 
of each link at the sides of the Inaf, covering U-clips adapted to 
be pressed fictionally over said reinforcing 
rods of adjacent mat sections to hold then 
assembled as 3, continuous runner. 
In esti Zony whereof, I have signed any 

name to this specification. 
AR. R. C. HAYSEN. 
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