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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
W. A. WOOD, OF HOOSICK FALLS, NEW YORK. 

IMPROVEMENT IN HARVESTING-MACHINEs. 
Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 36,047, dated July 29, 1862. 

To all tuhom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, W. A. WooD, of Hoo 

Sick Falls, in the county of Rensselaer and 
State of New York, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Harvesting-Ma 
chines; and I do hereby declare the following 

.. to be a full, clear, and exact description of 
the Same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, making a part of this speci 
fication, in which 
Figure 1 represents in perspective so much 

of a harvesting-machine as will serve to illus 
trate my invention, the machine being repre- | 
Sented as in working condition. Fig. 2 rep 
resents in perspective the same machine with. 
the finger-bar turned up and resting against 
its support, and the parts in condition for 
transporting the machine from field to field. 
I do not claim a hinged finger-bar. My in 

vention relates to the special manner of hing 
ing the finger-bar and cutting apparatus, to 
gether with the devices by which II raise and 
hold up the finger-bar, and let it down again, 
as circumstances may require. 
To enable those skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will proceed to de 
scribe the same with reference to the draw 
IngS. • 

A is a main frame, supported and carried 
upon a drive-wheel, B, of large diameter, and 
an auxiliary wheel, C, of smaller diameter. 
To the front grain side corner of the main 
frame, and within the plane of the main drive 
wheel B, there is secured a metallic foót, D, 
to the lower end of which, at the points a a, 
is hinged a shoe, E, that carries and supports 
the finger-bar F. The wheel C is of such di 

, ameter and so set back upon the main frame 
as to admit of this foot D and shoe E being 
placed within the plane of the drive-wheel, 
So as to follow the undulations of the ground 
With the main wheel. The foot D inclines 
outward, so as to bring the shoe near the line 

- of the previously-cut swath, and a little be 
yond the wheel C. 
On the main frame A there is arranged a 

shaft, b, carrying upon one of its ends a hand 
lever, G, and upon its other end a bevel-pin 
ion, c, which bevel-pinion c gears with a simi 

I lar pinion, d, on the end of shaft e, that ex 
tends to the forward part of the main frame, 
and has upon its forward end a crank, f, to 
which crank the shoe Eis connected by a link, 
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g, so that when the lever G is in the position 
shown in Fig. 1 the finger-bar is letdowninto 
working position, and when the lever G is in 
the position shown in Fig. 2 the finger-bar is 
raised up and held in its raised position by 
the crankfbeing turned toits "dead-center,” 
or a littlebeyondit, which firmily holds it up. - 
The tongue H is pivoted at the point h, and 

its rear portion is furnished with a catch, i, 
that will take over or on the guide-piece I. 
When themachine is working, the catch-piece 
i is detached, and this lets down the front 
part of the frame and the finger-barand shoe, 
so that the latter will rest upon the ground as 
far as its wheel J will admit; and when the 
finger-bar is raised up for transportation, the 
heel of the tongue is fastened up to the top of 
the guide-piece I by the catch i, as shown in 
Fig. 2, which raises up the front part of the 
frame, as also the shoe E, and preyentsit from 
striking against any intervening obstacles, it 
being sufficiently elevated to escape them. 
The tongue is really pivoted or hinged to the 
axle in of the drive-wheel B. It may, how 
ever, be hinged or pivoted to the frame else 
where. So that the object ofits being hinged 
may be attained is all that is necessary. The 
aXle n passes through the seat-plates n n, and 
the main frame is suspended to the axle m. by 
means of these seat-plates, which have suit 
able Sockets, k, for the seat-supports o o, and 
arms for the foot-board supporters r r to be 
fastened to, as also base-piecess s, to bolt and 
suspend the frame upon. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

What I claim is– -- 
1. The combination of the link, crank, and 

geared lever for raising up, holding up, or 
dowering the finger-bar, substantially as de 
Scribed. * - ... . 

2. In combination with the foot and hinged 
shoe, which allows the finger-bar to turn up, 
the pivoted tongue, catch, and guide for giv 
ing the shoe an additional elevation above the 
ground for the purposes oftransportation, sub 
stantially as described. 

3. Suspending the main frame to the main 
axle by means of the seat-plates, substantially 
as described. 

W. A. WOOD, 
Witnesses: 

" ADIN THAYER, Jr., 
LEONARD KING. 

  


