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This invention relates to portable screens.”

The objects of the invention are to con-
struct a novel portable secreen adapted to sup-
port a plurality of flowers, foliage or other
analogous objects or material for decorative

_ or.display purpeses; also to provide a screen
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of this sort having a screening panel adapted
to support the flowers or.foliage in view above
the top of the panel ; also to construct a screen
in which the panel is adapted to support and
conceal or substantially conceal a pluralily
of receptacles in which the stems or lower
portions of the flowers or foliage can be
- placed. : ‘ :

- Another object is to construct a screen of
this character having a plurality of the
screening panels before mentioned, arranged
oné ahove ancther in spaced relation so that
flowers or the like can be supported by the
panels so as to extend into the spaces between
the latter to form with the panels a screen unit
which, while being more or less open, will
nevertheless form o substantially continuous
or uniform screen which will shield a part of

a room or other place without entirely ob-.

structing light or air circulation thereirom.
Cither objects are tc provide a screen having

other novel characteristics as hereinafter set

forth and claimed. :

In the accompanying drawings: :

Trig. 1 is @ perspective view of a screen em-
bodying the invention, showing the same com-
posed of two sections movably connected.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary, front
elevation of a screen section.

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary, transverse section
thereof on an enlarged scale.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary, rear eclevation
thereot, '

Fig. & 1s a horizontal, sectional plan view
thereof, on line 5—5,Fig. 8. * .

Fig. 6 is a horizontal, sectional plan view

_of a slightly modified construction.
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As shown in the drawings, the screen of
the present invention comprises a unit or sec-
tion having an outer framework, including a
horizontal base rail or supporting member 10,

. and upright, spaced, parallel side posts or

50

5

o

members 11 connected at their upper ends by
a top cross bar 12. Extending between and
secured to the upright posts 11 are one or
more pairs of parallel, spaced, horizontal rails
orstrips 13 and 14. 'The screen illustrated, is
provided with a plurality of the pairs of
rails 13 and 14, each pair being separated by
an intervening space 15.

162%. Serial No. 203,802.

At one side or face.of the screen, the space
within each pair of rails 18 and 14 is closed
or substantially filled by vertically disposed
screening material 16 to form a screen ele-
ment or panel 17. This screening material
in the construction illustrated is composed
of a plurality of upright, closely spaced rods
18 which may be. formed, for example, of
bamboo, twigs or the like material, or as
shown at the bottom of the screen in Fig. 1,
the space may be closed by a continucus piece
of suitably decorated material 19. Any other
suitable screening material can be used.

The transverse dimension. of the rails 13
and 14 is preferably substantially the same as
that of the uprights 11. Rearwardly with re-
spect to the screen rods or material 18 the up-
per rail 13 of each panel 17 is formed with a

plurality of spaced, upright apertures or

holes 20 extending entirvely through the same,
each of these holes being adapted to receive a
suitable, preferably tubular, receptacle or

. LUAN N
container 21, see Iig. 3, the lower end of

which preferably extends to the lower rail 14
of the corresponding panel, which is suitably
reeessed to provide seats 22 for the lower ends

of said receptacles. The top edges of the re-

ceptacles preferably project slightly abeve
the top face of the rail 18, and each receptacle
can, if desired, be provided with an outwardly
extending lip 23, whereby the receptacles are
all uniformly supported on the rails 13, re-
gardless of slight variations in their lengths.
The receptacles, being disposed at the back of
the panels 17, are thus concealed, or substan-
tially concealed from view from the front of
the screen. - “

The receptacles are each adapted to receive
the stems or lower portions of flowers, foliage
or other analogous objects A, while the flow-
ers and foliage are displayed above the pan-
els in the spaces 15. The flowers extending
into the spaces 15 between the panels, together
~with the screening panels 17, make a screen
unit or section of very atéractive and decora-
tive appearance, as the receptacles and the

sters or lower portions of the flowers are

concealed by the panels 17. When fresh fiow-
ers or foliage are used, the receptacles are

led with water, while in the case of dried
fiowers or foliage, or artificial flowers or the
‘like; the water, of course, can be dispensed
with, or, if desired, the receptacles themselves
can be dispensed with. ’
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Obviously, screening material ci;uld, if de-

sired, be arranged on both sides of the recep-



.- receptacles are concealed from view from -
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tacles 21, as shown at 18 in Fig. 6, so that the

either side of the screen. Ordinarily, how-
ever, the screening material at one side only
of the panels is deemed sufficient, and under
such conditions the receptacles are more read-
ily accessible for insertion and removal from

‘the screen. :
In Fig. 1, two of the screen sections or

units are shown hinged or movably con-
nected together, but the units can be used
singly, or more than two ihay be connected
together, as desired. -

“The screen, constructed as described, is
of novel and attractive appearance, particu-
larly when the receptacles are filled witn
flowers or foliage. Thé structure, while not
being. in the nature of a solid or opaque
screen, has considerable screening effect, and
shields or obscures a desired portion of a
room- or other place from general chserva-
tion, while nevertheless admitting. some
light. 'The screen with the spaces 15 occu-
pied by the flowers or -other similar objects
also affords protection from drafts.

Another advantage of such a. screen is

. that it can bé made of light weight material,

is strong and durable,; as well as being un-

~ usually attractive. In addition to its use as
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a screen the structure described could, if
desired, be used to display flowers and the
like for sale. : '

I claim as my invention:—

1. A screen unit comprising a frame, a
plurality of horizontal screening panels ex-
tending across said frame in spaced relation
one above the other, each panel having
screening material at one side thereof and a
horizontal bar extending along the top of
said material and which is adapted to sup-
port flowers or analogous objects, said bar
having a plurality of apertures through
which the lower ends of said objects extend
and project downwardly back of said screen-
ing material so as to be concealed thereby,
while the upper portions of said objects pro-
ject and are displayed in the spaces between
and above said panels and coact therewith
to- form a substantial continuous screen. .

2. A screen unit comprising spaced up-

rights, a plurality of horizontal panels ex-

tending between and connected to said up-
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rights one above the other and in spaced re-
lation, each of said panels comprising a sec-
tion of ornamental screening material, and
a bar extending along the top edge of said
section and overhanging the same at one side,
a plurality of relatively slender receptacles,
said bar having a row of holes extending
downwardly therethrough and through
which said receptacles extend back of said
panel .section so as to be concealed thereby,
whereby flowers or analogous objects hav-
ing their Jower ends in said receptacles can
be displayed in an attractive manner in the
spaces between said sections and coact with
said panels to form a substantially contin-
nous screen.

3. A portable screen unit comprising a
frame having spaced uprights which are rel-
atively narrow transversely, a plurality of
horizontal panels -extending between and
connected to said uprights one above another
and in spaced relation, each of said panels
comprising a horizontal cross member -of
substantially the same transverse dimension
as that of said uprights, and a section of
ornamental screening material depending
from one edge of said member, a plurality
of containers, and said member having a
plurality of holes extending downwardly
therethrough for the reception of said con-
tainers which latter depend from said mem-
ber behind and ave concealed by said screen-
ing material section, whereby flowers or
analogous objects having their lower ends
in said receptacles can be displayed in the
spaces between said panels and coact with
said panels to form a substantially contin-
uous screen. : :

4. A screen panel comprising a horizontal
bar, a plurality of closely spaced vertical
rods extending downwardly therefrom along
an edge thereof to form a screening area, a

-second - horizontal bar extending along the

lower ends of said rods, said first bar hav-
ing a row of spaced holes extending length-
wise thereof into which the lower ends of
flowers or analogous objerts extend behind
said panel with said flowers or objects dis-

played above the latter and acting therewith
‘as a screen. '
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