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The invention relates to a transit latch for phono-
graphs and the like in which a turntable is normally sus-
pended in a resilient manner but during transit is to be
locked against movement.

It is essential that a transit latch meet three different
conditions. First, it must be possible to lock the mount-
ing plate of the turntable for transport purposes so that
it rigidly engages the phonograph stand. Second, the
transit latch must provide for the operating position in
which the turntable mounting plate is suspended on the
phonograph stand in a resilient manner, while, however,
the latch must be constructed so that inadvertent re-
moval of the phono apparatus from the stand is impos-
sible. Finally, it must be possible also to remove the
phono apparatus entirely from the stand, for example,
for repair purposes.

An object of the invention is to provide a transit latch
having the three features and advantages noted above and
which is simple, economic and reliable. In order that
the invention may readily be carried into effect, one em-
bodiment of a transport safety device according to the
invention will now be described in greater detail, by way
of example, with reference to the accompanying draw-
ing, in which

FIG. 1 is a partial view in cross section of a phono-
graph mounting plate, supporting plate and transit latch
according to the invention.

FIG. 2 is a partial plan view of the mounting plate
at the point where the safety device is arranged.

In the preferred embodiment shown, the mounting
plate 1 of the phonograph supports the turntable 2 in
known manner. The mounting plate is normally resil-
iently supported on base member or stand 15 and engages
the wooden supporting plate via conical spiral springs 3. A
hollow pivot 4 is provided in the mounting plate be-
neath the turntable 2. The pivot 4 is provided with a
constriction as shown. 1In this pivot 4 a socket-head cap
screw S is suspended which has a spherical or comvex
portion 6 on the lower side of the head. A locking lever
7, a two-armed lever, is provided on the lower end of
the screw 5 and a disc 8 prevents the said locking lever
from being removed from the screw 5. The mounting
plate 1 is provided with one fixed guide i1 which serves
as an abutment edge for the locking lever 7 and a fur-
ther guide 12 conmsists of a threaded pin 12, shown in
FIG. 2. One arm of the two-armed lever 7 is located
between the guide 11 and the pin 12. In FIGS. 1 and
2 the operating position is shown in which the mounting
plate 1 is arranged on the stand 15 in a resilient manner.
However, the locking bolt 7 prevents inadvertant re-
moval of plate 1 and associated reproducing mechanism
(not shown) from stand 15 since the right-hand end of the
lever 7 will engage the stand 15. Since the guide 11 and
the pin 12 are of substantially equal length, rotation of the
locking lever is prevented. The freely suspended com-
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bination is safeguarded against noise in the case of ac-
cidental shocks by a rubber cap 10 which is slid over
the hollow pivot 4. The apparatus plate 1 etc., can only
be removed from the stand 15 by removing the pin 12,
Or unscrewing it to a sufficient extent and by anti-clock-
wise rotation of the screw 5 the locking lever 7 is ro-
tated through an angle of approximately 90°, where-
upon the right arm (in FIG. 2) abuts against guide 11.
Now the latch is unlocked ie. lever 7 is clear of stand
15 and the plate 1 can be removed by lifting.

For assembling after lowering lever 7 through the
opening in the stand 15 the screw 5 is turned to the right
or after an audible abutment of the locking bolt 7
against the guide 11 is heard. The guide pin 12 is in-
serted then and to guarantee the correct distance of the
locking bolt 7 from the supporting plate 15, the screw
8 is now rotated counter-clockwise until the locking lever
7 abuts against the disc 8. For transport purposes the
screw 5, starting from the position shown in FIG. 1, is
turned to the right until tightened. The left arm of the
locking lever 7 now engages a rib 13 of the phonograph
apparatus on the mounting plate 1. The other arm of
the lever 7 engages the supporting plate 15. Since the
screw 5 can perform swinging movements to a limited
extent, automatic compensation is made for differences in
the thickness of the wood of the stand 15. The springs
3 are compressed and the apparatus is rigidly secured to
the stand 15 with the interposition of rubber-pads 14 on
plate 1 to prevent scratching the plate 15,

What is claimed is:

1. A transit latch for phonographs comprising the
combination of a turntable mounting plate resiliently
supported on a stand member; said latch comprising a
locking lever, means movably suspending said lever below
said mounting plate for moving said lever toward and
away from said mounting plate, said locking lever hav-
ing coextensive arms, cne of said arms engaging said
stand member when said lever is moved toward said
mounting plate for locking said mounting plate against
movement, and guide means on said mounting plate for
normally straddling the other arm of said lever, said
guide means being removable from said straddling posi-
tion whereby said lever is angularly movable relative to
said mounting plate for removal of said mounting plate
from said stand member.

2. A transit latch for phonographs according to claim
1 wherein said means for movably suspending said lever
comprises a threaded bolt, said lever having a threaded
bore for receiving said bolt; said guide means comprising
a fixed guide fixedly attached to said mounting plate and
a threaded pin received in a threaded bore in said mount-
ing plate for extending in spaced paralle]l relation with
said fixed guide whereby said fixed guide and pin straddle
one arm of said lever.

3. A ftransit latch for phonographs according to claim
2 wherein said bolt has a curved head engaging said
mounting plate for rocking support of said lever.
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