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ABSTRACT
(57)
The present invention is directed to a faceplate having a
backing plate and a stainless steel cover plate. The backing
plate includes at least one opening to receive a module and
at least one pocket. The pocket includes a mounting Snap.
The cover plate includes at least one opening to receive the
module and at least one pocket opening. The pocket opening
includes a tab that extends from the cover plate. When
faceplate is assembled, the mounting Snap engages the tab to
secure the cover plate to the backing plate.
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STANLESS STEEL FACEPLATES WITH
LABELS
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

0001. This application is a continuation of U.S. applica
tion Ser. No. 1 1/344,395, filed Jan. 31, 2006, the subject
matter of which is hereby incorporated herein by reference
in its entirety.
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

0002 The present invention relates to a faceplate, and
more particularly to an improved stainless steel faceplate
with labels for identifying the modules therein.

0009 FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view of the faceplate of
FIG. 2 taken along line 3-3:
0010 FIG. 4 is a rear perspective view of the assembled
faceplate of FIG. 1;
0011 FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view of the faceplate of
FIG. 4 taken along line 5-5:
0012 FIG. 6 is a front perspective view of the assembled
faceplate of FIG. 4;
(0013 FIG. 7 is an exploded view of the assembled
faceplate of FIG. 4 with a label and a label cover to be
attached to a wall;

0014 FIG. 8 is a front perspective view of the assembled
faceplate of FIG. 7 with a fastener installed in the faceplate
to secure the faceplate to the wall;
(0015 FIG. 9 is a front perspective view of the faceplate
of FIG. 7 secured to the wall;

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

0003 Stainless steel faceplates are typically formed from
a stainless steel cover plate and a molded backing plate. The
faceplates are designed to be mounted to a wall or an electric
junction box. To assemble the faceplate, the stainless steel
cover plate is typically riveted to the molded backing plate.
This assembly process is costly and time consuming.
0004 As such, there is a need to provide an improved
stainless steel faceplate that is easier to assemble and less
expensive to manufacture. There is also a need to provide an
improved stainless steel faceplate that withstands the wear
of a work environment.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

0005. The present invention is directed to a stainless steel
faceplate. The faceplate includes a molded backing plate and
a stainless steel cover plate. The backing plate includes at
least one opening to receive a module and at least one label
pocket. The label pocket has at least one mounting Snap. The
cover plate includes at least one opening to receive the
module and at least one label pocket opening. The label
pocket opening has at least one mounting tab that extends
from the cover plate. To assemble the faceplate, the cover
plate is mounted to the backing plate Such that the mounting
Snap of the backing plate engages the mounting tab extend
ing from tile cover plate thereby securing the cover plate to
the backing plate.
0006. The present invention is also directed to a stainless
steel faceplate with Ultimate I.D.TM labels. The faceplate
includes a molded backing plate and a stainless Steel cover
plate. The backing plate includes at least one opening for
receiving a module at least one label pocket and at least one
mount pocket. The mount pocket has at least one mounting
Snap. The cover plate includes at least one opening for
receiving the module, at least one label pocket opening and
at least one mount pocket opening. The mount pocket
opening has at least one tab that extends from the cover
plate. To assemble the faceplate, the cover plate is mounted
to the backing plate Such that the mounting Snap of the
backing plate engages the tab extending from the cover plate
thereby securing the cover plate to the backing plate.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

0007 FIG. 1 is an exploded front perspective view of the
faceplate of the present invention:
0008 FIG. 2 is an exploded rear perspective view of the
faceplate of FIG. 1;

0016 FIG. 10 is a rear perspective view of the faceplate
of FIG. 7 secured to the wall;

0017 FIG. 11 is a cross sectional view of the faceplate of
FIG. 9 secured to the wall;

0018 FIG. 12 is a front perspective view of the faceplate
of the present invention with an alternative four position
cover plate;
(0019 FIG. 13 is a front perspective view of the faceplate
of the present invention with an alternative six position
cover plate;
0020 FIG. 14 is a perspective view of an alternative
faceplate of the present invention for two modules:
(0021 FIG. 15 is an exploded front perspective view of
the faceplate of FIG. 14 with labels and label covers;
0022 FIG. 16 is an exploded rear perspective view of the
faceplate of FIG. 14;
(0023 FIG. 17 is a perspective view of the faceplate of
FIG. 14 for four modules; and

0024 FIG. 18 is a perspective view of the faceplate of

FIG. 14 for six modules.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

0025 FIG. 1 illustrates a disassembled single gang face
plate 30 of the present invention. The faceplate 30 includes
an injection molded backing plate 40 and a stamped cover
plate 80. The cover plate 80 is formed from stainless steel.
0026. The backing plate 40 includes module openings 42
with Snap-fit geometry 44 for securing modules to the
faceplate 30. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the module openings
42 of the backing plate 40 are capable of receiving up to six
modules. If desired, the faceplate 30 of the present invention
may be manufactured as a double gang faceplate with a
backing plate having module openings capable of receiving
up 12 modules (not illustrated).
0027. The backing plate 40 also includes a pair of label
pockets 50. Each label pocket 50 has a recessed portion 52
and a recessed mounting hole 54 positioned in the center of
the label pocket 50. The recessed portion 52 of the label
pockets 50 is designed to receive a label 108 and label cover
110 for identifying the modules to be mounted to the
faceplate 30. The mounting hole 54 is designed to house a
fastener 102, such as a screw (see FIGS. 7 and 8). The
fastener 102 secures the assembled faceplate 30 to a wall
106 or to an electrical box. The mounting hole 54 also
includes a recessed portion 56. As described below, the
recessed portion 56 houses a retention tab 96 that extends
from the cover plate 80 when the cover plate 80 is mounted
to the backing plate 40.
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0028. The label pockets 50 also include mounting snaps
58. As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, each mounting snap 58
extends outwardly from the back of the backing plate 40.
Each mounting snap 58 includes a snap member 60 and a
guide member 64 positioned a distance from the Snap
member 60. The mounting snaps 58 are positioned along the
side of each label pocket 50 that is adjacent to the module
openings 42. However, the mounting Snaps 58 may be
positioned along the ends of each label pocket 50.
0029. The cover plate 80 includes a plurality of openings
82 for receiving modules. The cover plate 80 for the single
gang faceplate can be designed with openings that receive
two modules, four modules (see FIG. 12), or six modules
(see FIG. 13). Alternatively, the cover plate may be designed
with openings that receive one module, three modules, or
five modules (not illustrated). If the faceplate of the present
invention is manufactured as a double gang faceplate, the
cover plate may be manufactured with openings capable of
receiving up 12 modules (not illustrated).
0030. The cover plate 80 also includes label pocket
openings 90 located near the top and bottom of the cover
plate. The label pocket openings enable the labels 108 and
the label covers 110 installed in the backing plate 40 to be
visible when the cover plate 80 is mounted to the backing
plate 40. Each label pocket opening 90 includes mounting
tabs 92 that extend outwardly from the back of the cover
plate 80. Each mounting tab 92 is generally rectangular with
a generally rectangular aperture 94 therethrough. The
mounting tabs 92 are located along the side of each label
pocket opening 90 that is adjacent to the module openings
82. However, the mounting tabs 92 may be positioned along
the ends of the label pocket opening 90.
0031. Each label pocket opening 90 also includes a
retention tab 96. The retention tabs 96 are positioned
between the mounting tabs 92 in the label pocket opening
90. Each retention tab 96 extends outward towards the back

of the cover plate 80 and upward towards the center of the
label pocket opening 90.
0032. As illustrated in FIG. 3, when the cover plate 80 is
positioned over the backing plate 40, the mounting tabs 92
are aligned with the mounting snaps 58. FIGS. 4-6 illustrate
the cover plate 80 mounted to the backing plate 40. The
mounting tabs 92 are positioned within the mounting Snaps
58 such that a portion of the snap member 60 of each
mounting snap 58 is positioned within the aperture 94 of
each mounting tab 92. The guide members 64 of the
mounting Snaps 58 maintain the direction of the mounting
tabs 92 thereby prohibiting the mounting tabs 92 from
twisting or bending as the cover plate 80 is mounted to the
backing plate 40.
0033. As shown in FIGS. 4 and 6, when the cover plate
80 is mounted to the backing plate 40 the module openings
82 and 42 are aligned so that the modules may be easily
installed in the faceplate 30. Additionally, when the cover
plate 80 is mounted to the backing plate 40. each retention
tab 96 is positioned within one of the recessed portions 56
of the mounting holes 54. As such, the retention tab 96 is
flush with the mounting hole 54.
0034 FIG. 7 illustrates the faceplate 30 with the cover
plate 80 snap mounted to the backing plate 40 and modules
100 installed therein. The assembled faceplate 30 is posi
tioned to be mounted to a wall board adapter 104 and a wall
106. The wall board adapter 104 is mounted to the wall 106
by two screws and two “L” clips (not illustrated). The

faceplate 30 is mounted to the wall board adapter 104 and
the wall 106 via fasteners 102, such as screws. Alternatively,
the faceplate 30 may also be mounted to an electrical box
(not illustrated).
0035. As shown in FIG. 8, fasteners 102 are installed in
the mounting holes 54 of the backing plate 40. When the
fasteners 102 are placed in the mounting holes 54, each
fastener 102 is positioned over a portion of one of the
retention tabs 96. As a result, the retention tabs 96 ensure

that the cover plate 80 and the hacking plate 40 remain
connected to each other when the faceplate 30 is installed on
the wall 106. As illustrated in FIGS. 9-11, once the faceplate
30 is mounted to the wall 106, the labels 108 and label

covers 110 may be installed through the label pocket open
ing 90 of the cover plate 80 and in the label pocket 50 of the
backing plate 40. The labels 108 and the label covers 110 are
disposed in the label pocket recesses 52 thereby covering the
fastener 102 positioned within the mounting hole 54.
0036. As discussed above, the faceplate 30 of the present
invention may also be formed with a four position cover
plate 84 that provides module openings 82 for four modules
(FIG. 12) or a six position cover plate 86 that provides
module openings 82 for six modules (FIG. 13). Alterna
tively, a one position, three position or five position cover
plate may also be used. Each alternative cover plate would
be mounted to the backing plate 40 as described above to
enable the desired number of modules to be installed in the

faceplate 30.
0037. As illustrated in FIGS. 14-18, an alternative face
plate 130 of the present invention is designed with a backing
plate 140 and a cover plate 180 that enable Ultimate I.D.TM
labels to be provided to identify each module. As illustrated
in FIGS. 15-16, the backing plate 140 includes module
openings 142, mount pockets 150 with a recessed portion
152 and a mount hole 154 positioned in the center of the
mount pocket 150, and at least one label pocket 170 with a
recessed portion 172. The recessed portions 152, 172 of each
mount pocket 150 and the label pocket 170, respectively, are
designed to receive a label 108 and label cover 110 for
identifying the modules to be mounted to the faceplate 130.
0038. Each mount pocket 150 also includes mounting
snaps 158. The mounting snaps 158 extend outwardly from
the back of the backing plate 140. The mounting snaps 158
include a snap member 160 and a guide member 164
positioned a distance from the snap member 160. As illus
trated in FIGS. 15-16, the mounting snaps 158 are posi
tioned along the ends of each mount pocket 150. However,
the mounting Snaps 158 may be positioned along the sides
of each mount pocket 150.
0039 Each mounting hole 154 is designed to house a
fastener 102, such as a screw, to secure the faceplate 130 to
a wall or to an electrical box, as described above. Each

mounting hole 154 also includes a recessed portion 156 that
houses a retention tab 196 extending from the cover plate
180 when the cover plate is mounted to the backing plate
140.

0040. The cover plate 180 includes openings 182 for
receiving modules, mount pocket openings 190, and at least
one label pocket opening 200. The mount pocket openings
190 include mounting tabs 192 that extend outwardly from
the back of the cover plate 180. The mounting tabs 192 are
located along the ends of each mount pocket opening 190.
However, the mounting tabs 192 may be positioned along
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plate to the molded backing plate. The assembled faceplate
is durable thereby withstanding the wear of a work envi

the sides of each mount pocket opening 190. Each mounting
tab 192 is generally rectangular with a generally rectangular
aperture 194.
0041. The mount pocket openings 190 also include a
retention tab 196 positioned in the center of the mount
pocket openings 190. The retention tabs 196 extend outward
towards the back of the cover plate 180 and upward towards
the center of the mount pocket opening 190.
0042. When the cover plate 180 is mounted to the back
ing plate 140, the mounting tabs 192 are positioned within
the mounting Snaps 158 such that a portion of the Snap
member 160 of each mounting snap 158 is positioned within
the aperture 194 of each mounting tab 192. The guide
members 164 prohibit the mounting tabs 192 from twisting
or bending as the cover plate 180 is mounted to the backing
plate 140. The retention tab. 196 is positioned in the recessed
portion 156 of the mounting hole 154 to further retain the
cover plate 180 to the backing plate 140 when the faceplate
130 is secured to a wall or electrical box. Additionally, when
the cover plate 180 is mounted to the backing plate 140, the
label pocket 170 and the label pocket opening 200 are
aligned so that the labels 108 and the label covers 110 may
easily be installed in the faceplate 130 and the module
openings 142 and 182 are aligned so that modules 100 may
easily be installed in the faceplate 130.
0043. The alternative single gang faceplate may be
designed to accommodate up to six modules as illustrated in
FIGS. 14, 17, and 18. The faceplates are formed from three
different backing plates 140, 174, 176 and three correspond
ing cover plates 180, 184, 186 with at least one label pocket
and at least one module opening varying in length, as

changes and modifications may be made without departing
from the teaching of the invention. The matter set forth in the
foregoing description and accompanying drawings is offered
by way of illustration only and not as limitation. The actual
scope of the invention is intended to be defined in the
following claims when viewed in their proper perspective
based on the prior art.
1. A faceplate comprising:
a backing plate having at least one opening for receiving
a module, at least one pocket, and at least one mounting
Snap, and
a cover plate having at least one opening for receiving the
module and at least one pocket opening, the at least one
pocket opening having at least one tab extending from
the cover plate:
wherein the at least one tab includes an aperture, whereby
when the cover plate is mounted to the backing plate
the mounting Snap is positioned in the aperture to
secure the cover plate to the backing plate.
2. The faceplate of claim 1, wherein the at least one tab
extends from a back of the cover plate and the at least one
mounting Snap extends from a back of the backing plate.
3. The faceplate of claim 1, wherein the at least one
mounting Snap includes a Snap member.
4. The faceplate of claim 1, wherein the cover plate is

desired.

stainless steel.

0044) The improved faceplate of the present invention is
easily assembled by Snap mounting the stainless Steel cover

rOnment.

0045. Furthermore, while the particular preferred
embodiments of the present invention have been shown and
described, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that

