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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for a refrigeration system includes receiving a
temperature difference (TD) setpoint indicating a desired
temperature difference between outside air and refrigerant
and modifying the TD setpoint based on conditions currently
being experienced by the refrigeration system. The modified
TD setpoint is selected to cause a decrease in total power
consumption, wherein the total power consumption com-
prises power consumed by a compressor to yield a discharge
pressure and power consumed by a condenser fan to operate
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OPTIMIZING POWER USAGE IN A
MODULAR OUTDOOR REFRIGERATION
SYSTEM

RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 62/318,889, filed Apr. 6, 2016 and
entitled “Modular Outdoor Refrigeration System,” which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] This disclosure relates generally to a refrigeration
system, specifically optimizing power usage in a modular
outdoor refrigeration system.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Refrigeration systems can be used to regulate the
environment within an enclosed space. Various types of
refrigeration systems, such as residential and commercial,
may be used to maintain cold temperatures within an
enclosed space such as a refrigerated case. To maintain cold
temperatures within refrigerated cases, refrigeration systems
must control the temperature and pressure of the refrigerant
as it moves through the refrigeration system.

[0004] Each refrigeration system typically includes at
least one controller that directs the operation of the refrig-
eration system. The controller can direct the operation of one
or more components of the refrigeration system, such as the
condenser and compressors, to maintain cold temperatures
within refrigerated cases.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0005] According to one embodiment, a method for a
refrigeration system includes receiving a temperature dif-
ference (TD) setpoint indicating a desired temperature dif-
ference between outside air and refrigerant and modifying
the TD setpoint based on conditions currently being expe-
rienced by the refrigeration system. The modified TD set-
point is selected to cause a decrease in total power con-
sumption, wherein the total power consumption comprises
power consumed by a compressor to yield a discharge
pressure and power consumed by a condenser fan to operate
a fan speed.

[0006] Certain embodiments may provide one or more
technical advantages. For example, an embodiment of the
present disclosure may result in more efficient operation of
refrigeration system. As another example, an embodiment of
the present disclosure may utilize a temperature difference
(TD) setpoint based on the compressor loading conditions
and/or the outdoor temperature conditions to reduce con-
tinuous readjustment of the speed of a compressor fan and
the discharge pressure of the compressor(s). Certain
embodiments may include none, some, or all of the above
technical advantages. One or more other technical advan-
tages may be readily apparent to one skilled in the art from
the figures, descriptions, and claims included herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] For a more complete understanding of the present
disclosure, reference is now made to the following descrip-
tion, taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
in which:
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[0008] FIG. 1 illustrates an example refrigeration system
according to certain embodiments of the present disclosure.
[0009] FIG. 2 illustrates an example controller of a refrig-
eration system, according to certain embodiments of the
present disclosure.

[0010] FIGS. 3A-3D are graphical representations of the
relationships between various components, and power usage
thereof, of the example refrigeration system of FIG. 1,
according to certain embodiments.

[0011] FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an example
method of determining outputs associated with the refrig-
eration system of FIG. 1 using a compressor map equation,
according to certain embodiments.

[0012] FIGS. 5A-5B are example graphs illustrating com-
pressor diagnostics of the refrigeration system of FIG. 1,
according to certain embodiments.

[0013] FIG. 6 is an example graph illustrating an example
method of detecting whether the refrigeration system of
FIG. 1 is meeting its control objective, according to certain
embodiments.

[0014] FIG. 7 is an example graph illustrating another
method of detecting whether the refrigeration system of
FIG. 1 is meeting its control objective, according to certain
embodiments.

[0015] FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating a method of
optimizing power usage in the refrigeration system of FIG.
1, according to one embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0016] FIG. 9 is a flow chart illustrating a method of
optimizing liquid pressure and temperature in the refrigera-
tion system of FIG. 1, according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0017] FIG. 10 is a flow diagram illustrating an example
method of optimizing compressor staging in the refrigera-
tion system of FIG. 1 according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0018] FIG. 11 is a flow diagram illustrating an example
method of detecting defects or deficiencies in the refrigera-
tion system of FIG. 1, according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0019] FIG. 12 is a flow diagram illustrating another
example method of detecting defects or deficiencies in the
refrigeration system of FI1G. 1, according to one embodiment
of the present disclosure.

[0020] FIG. 13 is a flow diagram illustrating an example
method of detecting whether the refrigeration system of
FIG. 1 is meeting its control objective, according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0021] Embodiments of the present disclosure and its
advantages are best understood by referring to FIGS. 1
through 13 of the drawings, like numerals being used for like
and corresponding parts of the various drawings.

[0022] A refrigeration system can be used to maintain cool
temperatures within an enclosed space, such as a refrigerated
case for storing food, beverages, etc. This disclosure con-
templates a configuration of a refrigeration system that may
provide various energy-efficient benefits. As an example,
certain embodiments provide for optimizing power usage.
As another example, certain embodiments provide optimal
liquid pressure and temperature settings to a valve control-
ling an evaporator. As yet another example, certain embodi-
ments provide optimal compressor staging. This disclosure
also contemplates a refrigeration system that can detect
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possible component defects or deficiencies. This disclosure
also contemplates methods of determining whether a refrig-
eration system is meeting its control objectives.

[0023] Generally, a refrigeration system 100 includes at
least one compressor 110, a condenser 120, at least one valve
130, and one or more evaporators 140. Refrigeration system
100 continuously circulates refrigerant through it to main-
tain a cold environment for an enclosed space such as a
refrigerated case. Typically, liquid refrigerant is added to
refrigeration system 100, and the liquid refrigerant changes
phases as it undergoes changes in temperature and pressure
as it moves through refrigeration system 100.

[0024] In some embodiments, refrigeration system 100
includes a compressor 110. Refrigeration system 100 may
include any suitable number of compressors 110. For
example, as depicted in FIG. 1, refrigeration system 100
includes four compressors 110a-d. Compressors 110 may
vary by design. For example, some compressor designs may
be more energy efficient than other compressor designs. As
another example, some compressors may have modular
capacity (i.e., capability to vary capacity). Herein, compres-
sor capacity may refer to the capacity of refrigerant vapor
that a compressor will displace based on the operating
conditions of the compressor. Compressors may also vary by
capacity. For example, compressors 110a and 1106 may
have a capacity of 18 kBTU/hr and compressors 110¢ and
1104 may have a capacity of 41 kBTU/hr. In such an
example, the refrigeration rack would have a total capacity
of 118 kBTU/hr.

[0025] In some embodiments, compressors 110 may
include sensors 160. For example, as depicted in FIG. 1,
compressors 110 may be associated with sensor 1605, 160c,
and 160e. These compressor sensors 160 may be operable to
sense information about the compressors 110 such as suction
pressure, suction temperature, discharge pressure and actual
current. Because compressors 110 may vary by design or
capacity, the information sensed by each compressor sensor
160 may be different. For example, sensor 160e¢ of com-
pressor 110a may sense a first current and sensor 160e of
compressor 1105 may sense a second current. This disclo-
sure recognizes that in some instances, such as when a
compressor is not activated or selected by refrigeration
system 100, compressor sensors 160 may sense a zero value
associated with the suction pressure, suction temperature,
discharge pressure and/or current.

[0026] In some embodiments, refrigeration system 100
includes a condenser 120. Refrigeration system 100 may
include any suitable number of condensers 120. Condenser
120 may include at least one heat exchanger and at least one
condenser fan 125. In some embodiments, condenser 120
includes sensors 160. For example, condenser 120 may
include a sensor 160 that is configured to detect the speed of
condenser fan (i.e., 160d).

[0027] In some embodiments, refrigeration system 100
includes a valve 130. Refrigeration system 100 may include
any suitable number of valves 130. For example, in FIG. 1,
refrigeration system 100 has three valves 130a-c. Generally,
valves 130 control the flow of refrigerant to each evaporator
140. In some embodiments, a single valve 130 controls the
flow to a single evaporator 140. For example, in FIG. 1,
valve 130a controls the refrigerant flow to evaporator 140a,
valve 1305 controls the refrigerant flow to evaporator 1405,
and valve 130c¢ controls the refrigerant flow to evaporator
140c.
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[0028] In some embodiments, refrigeration system 100
includes one or more evaporators 140. Evaporators 140 may
be included in any suitable component of refrigeration
system 100 that provides cooling to an enclosed space. For
example, evaporator 140 may be included in a refrigerated
display case, a unit cooler, a walk-in cooler, a deli case, a
unit cooler in a deep freezer, etc. Refrigeration system 100
may include any suitable number of evaporators 140. For
example, as depicted in FIG. 1, refrigeration system 100
includes three evaporators 140a-c. Evaporator 140 may be
associated with at least one heat exchanger and at least one
fan 145.

[0029] In some embodiments, refrigeration system 100
includes at least one controller 150 that directs the opera-
tions of refrigeration system 100. Controller 150 may be
communicably coupled to one or more components of
refrigeration system 100. For example, controller 150 may
be configured to receive data sensed by sensors 160. As
another example, controller 150 may be configured to
receive data of refrigeration system 100.

[0030] Controller 150 may be configured to provide
instructions to one or more components of refrigeration
system 100. Controller 150 may be configured to provide
instructions via any appropriate communications link (e.g.,
wired or wireless) or analog control signal. As depicted in
FIG. 1, controller 150 is configured to wirelessly commu-
nicate with components of refrigeration system 100. For
example, in response to receiving an instruction from con-
troller 150, speed of condenser fan 125 may increase or
decrease. As another example, in response to receiving an
instruction from controller 150, compressor 110a may
increase discharge pressure. An example of controller 150 is
further described below with respect to FIG. 2. In some
embodiments, controller 150 includes or is a computer
system.

[0031] Some components of refrigeration system 100 may
be arranged on a refrigeration rack on the roof of a building.
In some embodiments, refrigeration rack may include com-
pressors 110 and condenser 120. In some other embodi-
ments, refrigeration rack may also include an oil separator
170.

[0032] Refrigeration system 100 may also include one or
more sensors 160. For example, the refrigeration rack may
include a temperature sensor 160 configured to sense data
related to outdoor temperature. As another example, one or
more sensors may be configured to sense data related to
liquid temperature and pressure leaving condenser 120 (e.g.,
sensor 160a). Sensors 160 may also be configured to sense
data related to suction pressure into compressor 110 (e.g.,
sensor 1605), data related to discharge pressure out of
compressor 110 (e.g., sensor 160c¢), and/or data related to
speed of condenser fan 125 (e.g., sensor 160d). As another
example, a sensor may be configured to sense data related to
current and capacity of compressors 110 (e.g., sensor 160¢).
Although this disclosure describes and depicts specific types
of sensors, refrigeration system 100 may include any other
type and any suitable number of sensors 160.

[0033] FIG. 2 illustrates an example controller 150 of
refrigeration system 100, according to certain embodiments
of the present disclosure. Controller 150 may comprise one
or more interfaces 210, memory 220, and one or more
processors 230. Interface 210 receives input (e.g., sensor
data or system data), sends output (e.g., instructions), pro-
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cesses the input and/or output, and/or performs other suit-
able operation. Interface 210 may comprise hardware and/or
software.

[0034] Processor 230 may include any suitable combina-
tion of hardware and software implemented in one or more
modules to execute instructions and manipulate data to
perform some or all of the described functions of controller
150. In some embodiments, processor 230 may include, for
example, one or more computers, one or more central
processing units (CPUs), one or more microprocessors, one
or more applications, one or more application specific inte-
grated circuits (ASICs), one or more field programmable
gate arrays (FPGAs), and/or other logic.

[0035] Memory (or memory unit) 220 stores information.
Memory 220 may comprise one or more non-transitory,
tangible, computer-readable, and/or computer-executable
storage media. Examples of memory 220 include computer
memory (for example, Random Access Memory (RAM) or
Read Only Memory (ROM)), mass storage media (for
example, a hard disk), removable storage media (for
example, a Compact Disk (CD) or a Digital Video Disk
(DVD)), database and/or network storage (for example, a
server), and/or other computer-readable medium.

[0036] This disclosure recognizes optimizing power usage
to improve the energy efficiency of a refrigeration system.
Generally, the refrigerant supplied to evaporators should be
maintained within pre-determined temperature and pressure
ranges. The pre-determined temperature and pressure ranges
are maintained by adjusting the discharge pressure of the
compressors and the condenser fan speed. In typical refrig-
eration systems, the condenser fan speed is adjusted in order
to maintain a constant temperature difference (TD) between
the outside air and refrigerant. Commonly, the standard TD
is 15° Fahrenheit (F). In typical refrigeration systems, the
speed of condenser fan is continually adjusted to maintain
the condenser TD, and the discharge pressure of the com-
pressors is continually adjusted to maintain the refrigerant
supplied to the evaporators within the pre-determined tem-
perature and pressure ranges. As such, the condenser fan
(e.g., fan 125) and compressors (e.g., compressors 110a-
1104) contribute to high power usage.

[0037] These and other problems of typical refrigeration
systems may be reduced or eliminated by using a refrigera-
tion system that uses an optimal TD setpoint. The optimal
TD setpoint may be continually adjusted to an optimal
setting based on the current compressor loading conditions
and/or outdoor temperature conditions. As an example,
under certain compressor loading conditions and/or outdoor
temperature conditions, it may be more power efficient to
increase the condenser fan speed (thereby increasing con-
denser fan power) in order to reduce compressor power by
a greater extent. Under these conditions, the TD setpoint can
be adjusted to cause the condenser fan speed to increase. As
another example, under other compressor loading conditions
and/or outdoor temperature conditions, it may be more
power efficient to decrease the condenser fan speed (thereby
reducing fan power) and increase the compressor discharge
pressure. The corresponding increase in discharge pressure
will increase compressor power, but to a lesser extent than
the decrease in fan power. Under these conditions, the TD
setpoint can be adjusted to cause the condenser fan speed to
decrease.

[0038] FIG. 3A illustrates the relationship between com-
pressor power and discharge pressure. As depicted, dis-
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charge pressure increases as power of compressor 110
increases. In some embodiments, discharge pressure is mea-
sured using sensor 160c. In some embodiments, power of
compressor 110 is measured using sensor 160e.

[0039] FIG. 3B illustrates the relationship between dis-
charge pressure and condenser fan speed. As depicted,
discharge pressure decreases as speed of condenser fan
increases. In some embodiments, speed of condenser fan
125 is measured using sensor 160d.

[0040] FIG. 3C illustrates the relationship between power
of condenser fan and speed of condenser fan. As depicted,
power of condenser fan increases as the speed of condenser
fan increases. In some embodiments, power of condenser
fan is measured using sensor 160d.

[0041] Based on data from FIGS. 3A-3C, FIG. 3D may be
constructed to represent the relationship between total power
usage of refrigeration system 100 and speed of condenser
fan 125. As depicted, total power of refrigeration system 100
is high when the speed of condenser fan is low (i.e., when
compressor 110 is discharging refrigerant at high pressures).
On the other hand, total power of refrigeration system 100
is also high when the speed of condenser fan is high. FIG.
3D illustrates that the most efficient operation of refrigera-
tion system 100 occurs when the compressors 110 and
condenser fan 125 operate jointly. As such, this disclosure
recognizes using an optimal TD setpoint that maximizes the
efficiency of compressors 110 and condenser fan 125. As
depicted in FIG. 3D, maximum power efficiency of refrig-
eration system 100 is achieved at optimal TD setpoint 310.
[0042] In some embodiments, the optimal TD setpoint is
calculated by controller 150. The optimal TD setpoint may
vary based on the temperature of the environment (e.g.,
outdoor temperature). The optimal TD setpoint may also
vary based on rack loading. This disclosure recognizes that
certain benefits may result by achieving the optimal TD
setpoint when the increase in fan power is less than the
decrease in compressor power, or alternatively, when the
increase in compressor power is less than the decrease in fan
power.

[0043] In some embodiments, controller 150 of refrigera-
tion system 100 calculates the optimal TD setpoint. Optimal
TD setpoint values may be calculated as a function of
outdoor temperature and compressor loading. Because the
optimal TD setpoint is dependent on outdoor temperature
and compressor loading, the optimal TD setpoint may
change over time. In some embodiments, optimal TD set-
points can be predetermined by the manufacturer and
uploaded to memory 220 of controller 150 of refrigeration
system 100.

[0044] In other embodiments, controller 150 adjusts set-
tings as it operates thereby creating feedback regarding total
power usage. For example, controller 150 may create a new
setting wherein it increases the speed of condenser fan 125
resulting in an increase in power to condenser fan 125. If this
increase in power to condenser fan 125 results in a signifi-
cant decrease in power to compressor(s) 110, the total power
consumption of refrigeration system 100 may be reduced.
Speed of condenser fan 125 may be measured by sensor
160d and discharge pressure of compressor 110 may be
measured by sensor 160c. If this new setting results in lower
power consumption, the new setting may be saved to
memory 220 of controller 150. In some embodiments,
controller 150 may override an optimal TD setpoint pre-
loaded by the manufacturer.
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[0045] FIG. 8 is directed to a method of optimizing power
usage in a refrigeration system. The refrigeration system
may be refrigeration system 100 of FIG. 1. A controller such
as described with respect to FIG. 1 or 2 may be used to
perform the method of FIG. 8. The method of FIG. 8 may
represent an algorithm that is stored on computer readable
medium, such as a memory of a controller (e.g., the memory
220 of FIG. 2).

[0046] Turning now to FIG. 8, the method 800 begins at
step 805. At step 810, the refrigeration system receives a
temperature difference (TD) setpoint indicating a desired
temperature difference between outside air and refrigerant.
For example, the TD setpoint may be received from memory
220 of controller 150. In some embodiments, the method
800 continues to step 820.

[0047] At step 820, the refrigeration system modifies the
TD setpoint based on conditions currently being experienced
by the system. In some embodiments, the conditions being
experienced by the refrigeration system may comprise an
outdoor temperature and/or the loading conditions of the
compressor. For example, the conditions may be determined
based on information received from sensors 160. The modi-
fied TD setpoint may be selected to cause a decrease in total
power consumption of the refrigeration system. Total power
consumption may comprise the power consumed by a com-
pressor to yield a discharge pressure and the power con-
sumed by a condenser fan to operate a fan speed. In some
embodiments, modifying the TD setpoint causes the power
consumed by the compressor to decrease more than the
power consumed by the condenser fan increases. In other
embodiments, modifying the TD setpoint causes the power
consumed by the condenser fan to decrease more than the
power consumed by the compressor increases. As such, in
some embodiments, modifying the setpoint results in a
decrease in the system power consumption. In some
embodiments, the method continues to step 830.

[0048] At a decision step 830, the refrigeration system
determines whether the total power consumption associated
with the modified TD setpoint is lower than the total power
consumption associated with the original TD setpoint. If the
refrigeration system determines that the total power con-
sumption associated with the modified TD setpoint is greater
than the total power consumption associated with the origi-
nal TD setpoint, the method 800 may continue to end step
845. Alternatively, if the refrigeration system determines
that the total power consumption associated with the modi-
fied TD setpoint is lower than the total power consumption
associated with the original TD setpoint, the method 800
may continue to step 840.

[0049] At step 840, the refrigeration system saves the
modified TD setpoint as an optimal TD setpoint for the
conditions currently being experienced by the refrigeration
system in response to feedback indicating that the modified
TD setpoint caused the total power consumption to decrease.
For example, in response to determining that the modified
TD setpoint resulted in a decrease in total power consump-
tion of the refrigeration system, the refrigeration system may
save the modified TD setpoint for future use when the
conditions experienced by the refrigeration system reoccur.
In some embodiments, the method continues to end step
845.

[0050] This disclosure also recognizes improving the
energy efficiency of a refrigeration system by optimizing the
liquid temperature and pressure of the refrigerant circulating
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through the refrigeration system. In most conventional
refrigeration systems, the liquid outlet temperature from the
refrigeration rack is controlled to a constant temperature
even though the refrigeration rack may be capable of run-
ning lower temperatures. This disclosure recognizes that
running lower temperatures through the refrigeration rack
may provide various benefits such as improving the energy
efficiency of the refrigeration rack. Typically, conventional
refrigeration systems do not run lower temperatures through
the refrigeration rack because adjusting the liquid outlet
temperature may interfere with the position of the valve,
thereby causing unstable operation of the refrigeration sys-
tem. This disclosure contemplates a configuration of a
refrigeration system that may provide optimal liquid pres-
sure and temperature settings to a valve controlling an
evaporator.

[0051] Generally, the liquid outlet temperature from the
refrigeration rack is controlled to a constant temperature
(e.g., 50° F.) even though efficiency of the refrigeration rack
may be improved by running lower temperatures. As
described above, lower temperatures are generally not run
because lowering the liquid temperature interferes with
operation of valve 130. For example, decreasing the tem-
perature of the refrigerant causes an increase in enthalpy
change which in turn decreases the mass flow required by
evaporator(s) 140 and causes valve(s) 130 to close. Valves
130 operating near the fully closed position may cause
unstable operation of refrigeration system 100. Accordingly,
there is a need for a refrigeration system that permits
refrigerant to be run through refrigeration system 100 at a
lower temperature without interfering with the operation of
valve 130. Such a system may be associated with various
energy-efficient benefits.

[0052] This disclosure recognizes that maintaining the
enthalpy of refrigeration system 100 holds valve 130 in a
constant position (i.e., does not interfere with the operation
of valve 130). This disclosure also recognizes that decreas-
ing liquid pressure results in a decrease in pressure differ-
ence across valve 130 which in turn decreases the actual
mass flow and causes valve 130 to open to increase the flow
to the required mass flow. Thus, this disclosure recognizes
controlling the liquid temperature and liquid pressure to
maintain the enthalpy of refrigeration system 100.

[0053] In some embodiments, refrigeration system 100
uses an optimal liquid setting. The optimal liquid setting
may be a function of both the temperature and pressure of
the liquid refrigerant. In some embodiments, the optimal
liquid setting maintains the enthalpy of refrigeration system
100. For example, valve 130 is in position one when liquid
outlet temperature is 50° F. and liquid outlet pressure is 104
pounds per square inch (PSI). In some embodiments, liquid
outlet temperature and liquid outlet pressure is measured by
sensor 160a. In other embodiments, liquid outlet tempera-
ture and liquid outlet pressure are measured using any other
suitable means.

[0054] To maintain valve 130 in the same position, the
temperature and pressure of liquid refrigerant are adjusted
simultaneously. In some embodiments, the temperature and
pressure are adjusted by substantially the same proportion.
For example, valve 130 remains in position one when liquid
outlet temperature is 40° F. and liquid outlet pressure is 90
PSI. In some embodiments, the optimal liquid setting may
improve the efficiency of refrigeration system 100.
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[0055] In some embodiments, controller 150 operates
refrigeration system 100 using an optimal liquid setting.
Because the optimal liquid setting is dependent on tempera-
ture (e.g., the outdoor temperature), the optimal liquid
setting may change over time. In some embodiments, opti-
mal liquid settings corresponding to each temperature can be
predetermined by the manufacturer and uploaded to con-
troller 150 of refrigeration system 100. For example, con-
troller 150 may be preloaded with information from TABLE
1 below:

TABLE 1
Optimal Liquid Refrigerant Refrigerant
Setting Temperature Pressure
1 50° F. 104 PSI
2 40° . 90 PSI
3 32°F 80 PSI
[0056] In some embodiments, controller 150 may be con-

figured to adjust liquid outlet temperature and pressure of
refrigeration system 100 using feedback. For example, in
response to receiving a sensed outdoor temperature, con-
troller 150 may adjust the liquid outlet temperature and
pressure values. If this new setting results in higher effi-
ciency of refrigeration system 100, the new setting may be
saved to memory 220 of controller 150. Controller 150 may
be configured to run refrigeration system 100 using the
optimal liquid setting that results in the highest efficiency of
refrigeration system 100.

[0057] FIG. 9 is directed to a method of optimizing liquid
pressure and temperature in a refrigeration system. The
refrigeration system may be refrigeration system 100 of FIG.
1. A controller such as described with respect to FIG. 1 or 2
may be used to perform the method of FIG. 9. The method
of FIG. 9 may represent algorithms that are stored on
computer readable medium, such as a memory of a control-
ler (e.g., the memory 220 of FIG. 2).

[0058] Turning now to FIG. 9, the method 900 begins at
step 905. At step 910, the refrigeration system receives a
liquid setting. The liquid setting may comprise the tempera-
ture and pressure at which refrigerant flows through a valve
(e.g., valve 130). In some embodiments, the temperature and
pressure of the refrigerant is sensed by sensors 160. For
example, the temperature and pressure of the refrigerant may
be sensed by sensor 160a. In some embodiments, the
method 900 continues to step 920. At step 920, the refrig-
eration system adjusts the liquid setting to an adjusted liquid
setting. The adjusted liquid setting may comprise a tempera-
ture and a pressure that improves the energy efficiency under
conditions currently being experienced by the refrigeration
system. In some embodiments, the conditions being expe-
rienced by the refrigeration system comprise an outdoor
temperature. In some embodiments, the conditions may be
determined based on information from sensors 160. The
pressure associated with the adjusted liquid setting may be
selected such that the valve maintains its same amount of
openness. For example, the refrigeration system may select
a pressure that maintains the same valve position when the
temperature associated with the adjusted liquid setting is
lower than the temperature associated with the original
liquid setting. The temperature and pressure of the refriger-
ant may be adjusted simultaneously to ensure that the
adjustment does not interfere with operation of the valve.
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The temperature and pressure of the refrigerant may be
adjusted by substantially the same proportion to ensure that
the adjustment does not interfere with operation of the valve.
In some embodiments, the method 900 continues to step
930.

[0059] At a decision step 930, the refrigeration system
determines whether the adjusted liquid setting is more
energy efficient than the original liquid setting. In some
embodiments, the refrigeration system makes such a deter-
mination based on feedback. If the refrigeration system
determines that the adjusted liquid setting is more energy
efficient than the original liquid setting, the method may
continue to step 935. Alternatively, if the refrigeration
system determines that the original liquid setting is more
energy efficient than the adjusted liquid setting, the method
may continue to an end step 945. At step 935, the refrig-
eration system saves the adjusted liquid setting as an optimal
liquid setting for the conditions currently being experienced
by the refrigeration system. In some embodiments, after
saving the adjusted liquid setting as the optimal liquid
setting, the method 900 may continue to end step 940.
[0060] In some embodiments, the method 900 may
include one or more additional steps. For example, in some
embodiments, the refrigeration system may monitor feed-
back indicating the energy efficiency associated with each of
a plurality of liquid settings that have been applied under the
conditions currently being experienced by the refrigeration
system. As another example, in some embodiments, the
refrigeration system may save the most energy efficient of
the plurality of liquid settings as an optimal liquid setting for
the conditions currently being experienced by the refrigera-
tion system.

[0061] This disclosure also recognizes optimizing com-
pressor staging in a refrigeration system to improve energy
efficiency. Traditionally, compressors are operated in stages
such that each compressor is operated to its maximum
capacity before another compressor is operated. Although
this traditional staging may be sufficient to maintain cool
temperatures in the enclosed space, it does not account for
energy efficiency. In most conventional refrigeration sys-
tems, compressors are configured to operate in stages as the
system load increases (i.e., compressors are configured to
operate sequentially to their maximum capacity). For
example, if refrigeration system 100 includes four compres-
sors (e.g., 110a, 1105, 110c, and 110d), each having a
maximum capacity of 18 kBTU/hr, and the system load is 24
kBTU/hr, system 100 may operate 110a to its maximum
capacity (i.e., 18 kBTU/hr) and then operate 1105 to achieve
the remainder of the load (i.e., 6 kBTU/hr). However, this
traditional operation of refrigeration system 100 does not
account for efficiency. For example, compressors 110a and
1105 may not be the most efficient combination of compres-
sors to meet the system load. Accordingly there is a need for
a refrigeration system operable to determine the most effi-
cient combination of compressors to meet the load.

[0062] In some embodiments, refrigeration system 100
may determine the most efficient combination of compres-
sors 110 to meet the system load. Refrigeration system 100
may be configured to receive information associated with
the system load and information associated with compres-
sors 110. In some embodiments, refrigeration system 100
receives this information from sensors (e.g., 160¢).

[0063] In some embodiments, controller 150 uses the
system load and compressor information to determine the
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most efficient combination of compressors 110. For
example, in some embodiments, system 100 may determine
that compressors 110 operate most efficiently when the 24
kBTU/hr system load is distributed equally between com-
pressors 110a, 1105, 110¢, and 110d. In other embodiments,
system 100 may determine that compressors 110 operate
most efficiently when the 24 kBTU/hr system load is dis-
tributed to the most efficiently operating compressors (e.g.,
110a and 110d). In other embodiments, system 100 may
determine that compressors 110 operate most efficiently
when the 24 kBTU/hr system load is distributed to as
follows: 18 kBTU/hr to 110a, 3 kBTU/hr to 1105, and 3
kBTU/hr to 110¢. Although this disclosure describes specific
variations of compressor 110 combinations, this disclosure
contemplates any combination of compressors 110 that
results in increased energy efficiency.

[0064] Information associated with compressors may
include data regarding model name, model number, total
capacity, efficiency, portability, drive system, type (e.g.,
modular, reciprocating, screw, rotary, centrifugal). Although
specific types of information associated with compressors
has been described, this disclosure contemplates controller
150 may use any information associated with compressors
110 that results in determining the most efficient combina-
tion of compressors 110. In some embodiments, information
associated with compressors 110 may be loaded into
memory 220 of controller 150. For example, manufacturer
may upload information regarding compressor models in
memory 220 of controller 150. In other embodiments,
controller 150 is configured to identify information associ-
ated with compressors (e.g., using sensors 160).

[0065] In some embodiments, controller 150 uses a data
map to determine the most efficient combination of com-
pressors. In some embodiments, data map is predetermined
by manufacturer based on information associated with com-
pressors 110. Data map may provide information to control-
ler 150 that permits controller 150 to determine which
compressors 110 to operate at any given time. In some
embodiments, data map may be uploaded to memory 220 of
controller 150 by manufacturer.

[0066] In some embodiments, data map may be edited or
updated. For example, data map may be updated to reflect
that compressor 110a is operating below performance
expectations. In some embodiments, controller 150 updates
data map based on its identification of changes to compres-
sors 110 (e.g., using sensors 160). In other embodiments,
memory 220 of controller 150 is manually updated to reflect
such changes.

[0067] In some embodiments, controller 150 uses feed-
back to determine the most efficient operation of compres-
sors 110. In doing such, controller 150 may operate com-
pressors 110 in various combinations and measure efficiency
levels at each combination. If a particular combination of
compressors 110 results in increased efficiency, controller
150 may save this combination setting into memory 220 for
future use.

[0068] An advantage of certain embodiments may allow
for deploying new refrigeration systems in a cost effective
manner. For example, energy efficient compressors tend to
be more expensive to purchase but less expensive to operate
than energy inefficient compressors. Refrigeration system
100 could be planned to include a sufficient number of
energy efficient compressors to handle the typical demand.
Refrigeration system 100 could further include additional
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inefficient compressors that would not be needed to handle
the typical demand, but could be used to provide extra
capacity in the event that demand is unusually high. The
optimized compressor staging may be configured so that the
most efficient compressors are used first and the less efficient
compressors are rarely used (e.g., only in the event that the
efficient compressors cannot meet the demand on their own).
[0069] FIG. 10 is directed to a method of optimizing
compressor staging in a refrigeration system. The refrigera-
tion system can be the refrigeration system of FIG. 1. A
controller such as described with respect to FIG. 1 or 2 may
be used to perform the method of FIG. 10. The method of
FIG. 10 may represent an algorithm that is stored on a
computer readable medium, such as a memory of a control-
ler (e.g., the memory 220 of FIG. 2).

[0070] The method 1000 begins at step 1005. At step
1010, the refrigeration system receives information associ-
ated with a load of the refrigeration system. In some
embodiments, the refrigeration system receives this infor-
mation from sensors 160 configured to detect load informa-
tion. For example, one or more sensors 160 of the refrig-
eration system 100 may detect that the system load is 24
kBTU/hr. The method 1000 may then continue to step 1020.
[0071] At step 1020, the refrigeration system receives
information associated with the compressors. The informa-
tion associated with the compressors may comprise one of:
model name, model number, total capacity, compressor
efficiency, portability, drive system, and/or compressor type.
In some embodiments, the information associated with the
compressors may be received from one or more sensors 160
of the refrigeration system. In some embodiments, the
information associated with the compressors may be loaded
into memory 220 of controller 150. For example, a data map
corresponding to a particular compressor 110 may be
uploaded to the memory 220 of the controller 150. The data
map may be predetermined by the compressor manufacturer
based on information associated with the compressor. In
some embodiments, the method 1000 may continue to step
1030.

[0072] At step 1030, the refrigeration system determines,
based on the information associated with the compressors, a
first efficiency value associated with allocating the load
among one or more of the compressors according to a first
compressor staging. In some embodiments, the first effi-
ciency value is determined using a data map. The data map
may comprise one or more equations used to calculate the
efficiency of a compressor 110. For example, based on
known and measured properties of a compressor 110, the
refrigeration system may calculate the efficiency of the
compressor to be 70%. In some embodiments, the calculated
efficiency value may be associated with the operation of the
compressor according to a first compressor staging.

[0073] In other embodiments, the first efficiency value
corresponds to a saved value determined from feedback
obtained during previous operation of the compressors
according to the first compressor staging. For example, the
first compressor staging may include distributing a 24
kBTU/hr load to compressors 110a and 1105. The refrig-
eration system may determine that the first efficiency value
associated with this compressor staging is 70%. The refrig-
eration system may then save the determined efficiency
value to memory. In a subsequent operation of the refrig-
eration system, the refrigeration system may determine that
it is operating according to the first compressor staging (e.g.,
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distributing a 24 kBTU/hr load to compressors 110a and
1105) and receive the first efficiency value (i.e., 70%) from
memory. Thus, the refrigeration system may determine that
the overall system efficiency is 70% when the compressors
distribute the system load according to the first compressor
staging. In some embodiments, the method 1000 may con-
tinue to step 1040.

[0074] At step 1040, the refrigeration system determines,
based on information associated with the compressors, a
second efficiency value associated with allocating the load
among one or more the compressors according to a second
compressor staging. For example, the refrigeration system
may determine that the overall system efficiency is 85%
when the compressors distribute the system load according
to the second compressor staging. The second efficiency
value may be determined similarly to the first efficiency
value. For example, in some embodiments, the second
efficiency value may be determined using a data map. In
other embodiments, the second efficiency value may be
determined using a saved value determined from feedback
obtained during a previous operation of the refrigeration
system. In some embodiments, the method 1000 continues
to step 1050.

[0075] At step 1050, the refrigeration system determines
whether the efficiency value of the first compressor staging
(also referred to as the first efficiency value) is more efficient
than the efficiency value of the second compressor staging
(also referred to as the second efficiency value). In some
embodiments, determining whether the efficiency value of
the first compressor staging is more efficient than the effi-
ciency value of the second compressor staging is based on
a comparison of the first and second efficiency values. For
example, the refrigeration system may determine that sec-
ond efficiency value is more efficient than the first efficiency
value when the efficiency value of the first compressor
staging is 70% and the efficiency value of the second
compressor staging is 85%. In response to determining
which compressor staging is more efficient, refrigeration
system may operate the compressors accordingly at step
1060.

[0076] At step 1060, refrigeration system operates the
compressors based on the more efficient compressor staging
determined in step 1050. In some embodiments, refrigera-
tion system may operate the compressors with the load
allocated according to the first compressor staging if the first
efficiency value is more efficient than the second efficiency
value (see e.g., step 1060qa). In other embodiments, refrig-
eration system may operate the load allocated according to
the second compressor staging if the second efficiency value
is more efficient than the first efficiency value (see e.g., step
10605). As depicted in FIG. 10, the refrigeration system
continues from step 1050 to either step 1060a or 10605. At
step 10604, the refrigeration system operates according to
the first compressor staging when the first efficiency value is
determined to be more efficient than the second efficiency
value. Alternatively, at step 10605, the refrigeration system
operates according to the second compressor staging when
the second efficiency value is determined to be more efficient
than the first efficiency value. In some embodiments, the
method 1000 may continue to an end step 1065.

[0077] In other embodiments, the method 1000 may com-
prise one or more additional steps. For example, it may be
beneficial for the refrigeration system to recalibrate after
detecting a change in the refrigeration system. Thus, the
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method 1000 may further include updating the data map in
response to identifying a change to one or more of the
compressors 110. For example, refrigeration system 100
may identify that compressor 110a has stopped working. In
response, refrigeration system 100 may update the data map
to reflect that compressor 110a has stopped working so that
the system load may be allocated, based on efficiency, to the
remaining three operable compressors (e.g., compressors
1105-d). In this manner, refrigeration system 100 operates its
operable compressors 11056-d at (adjusted) maximum effi-
ciency by staging the compressors accordingly.

[0078] In some embodiments, the refrigeration system
may use feedback to determine the most efficient combina-
tion of compressors. In such an embodiment, the refrigera-
tion system may operate the compressors in a plurality of
combinations, measure the efficiency of the refrigeration
system for each combination, and save a particular combi-
nation in response to determining that the refrigeration
system is operating more efficiently than the other combi-
nations. For example, the refrigeration system may operate
the compressors in various combinations (e.g., combination
one: compressors 110a, 110¢; combination two: compres-
sors 110a, 1105, 110d; combination three: compressors
110a, 1105, 110¢, 110d4). At each combination, the refrig-
eration system may measure the efficiency (e.g., combina-
tion one: 72%; combination two: 68%; combination three:
78%). In response to determining that the refrigeration
system is operating more efficiently given a particular com-
bination than at other combinations, the refrigeration system
may save the particular combination (e.g., refrigeration
system may save combination three to memory because it
yields the most efficient combination (78%) of the three
combinations).

[0079] This disclosure also recognizes improving the effi-
ciency of a refrigeration system by performing compressor
diagnostics. Generally, to maintain such cool temperatures,
refrigeration systems typically include one or more com-
pressors configured to compress refrigerant running through
the refrigeration system. Because compressors play a vital
role in maintaining a cool environment, compressor reliabil-
ity may be of concern to both manufacturers and owners of
refrigeration systems. For example, a defective compressor
in a grocery store may lead to costs associated with repairing
or replacing the defective compressor, or in worse cases, to
food spoilage, damages liability, and lost profits. Thus, this
disclosure recognizes that an owner of a refrigeration system
may benefit from early detection of compressor defects.
Accordingly, there exists a need for a refrigeration system
that is configured to detect possible deficiencies or defects of
compressors by performing diagnostics.

[0080] Manufacturers of refrigeration systems typically
provide compressor maps associated with their compressor
models. A compressor map typically includes data and
equations associated with a particular compressor model.
This disclosure recognizes using the information from com-
pressor maps in an analytics routine to determine when
compressors 110 may be under or over-performing. For
example, as depicted in FIG. 4, a compressor map equation
may be used to calculate mass flow, power, and current of
compressor 110 by inputting refrigeration system informa-
tion (e.g., suction pressure, suction temperature, and dis-
charge pressure). Such refrigeration system information may
be received by refrigeration system 100. For example,
refrigeration system 100 may receive refrigeration system
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information using a plurality of sensors 160. Sensors 160
may be configured to sense data related to suction tempera-
ture, suction pressure, discharge pressure, current, and
capacity of compressors 110.

[0081] Insome embodiments, controller 150 is configured
to detect deficiencies in compressor 110 using values asso-
ciated with a compressor current. For example, as depicted
in FIGS. 5A and 5B, based on inputting values associated
with suction temperature, suction pressure, and discharge
pressure, controller 150 may calculate a range of values
representing the “ideal” current 510 of compressor 110. As
shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B, current fluctuates throughout the
day, for example, depending on the outdoor temperature. In
the abstract, it may be difficult to determine whether the
fluctuation is good or bad. Certain embodiments may allow
for determining whether such a fluctuation is good or bad.

[0082] As one example, example, controller 150 may
compare the actual current measurement 520 (sensed by
current sensor 160) to the “ideal” current range 510. In some
embodiments, detection of an actual value 520 inside the
“ideal” range 510 may indicate that compressor 110 is in
good operating condition (e.g., FIG. 5A). Detection of an
actual value 520 outside of the “ideal” range 510 may
indicate that compressor 110 is deficient and/or defective
(e.g., FIG. 5B). In some embodiments, refrigeration system
100 is configured to trigger an alarm if the actual current
measurement 520 is outside of the “ideal” current range 510
(i.e., if controller 150 detects a possible deficiency).

[0083] As another example, controller 150 may determine
whether a fluctuation is good or bad by analyzing the trend
of the delta between actual current and ideal current. For
example, controller 150 may determine that a fluctuation is
good when the trend of the delta becomes smaller over time.
On the other hand, controller 150 may determine that a
fluctuation is bad when the trend of the delta becomes
greater over time. In some embodiments, controller 150 may
trigger an alarm if the trend of the delta increases for a
specified period of time (i.e., indicating a possible defect or
deficiency).

[0084] In some embodiments, the ideal range 510 may
comprise more than one value (e.g., a low value correspond-
ing to the minimum value of the ideal range and a high value
corresponding to the maximum value of the ideal range). In
other embodiments, the ideal range 510 may be a single
value associated with a deviation band. For example, con-
troller 150 may calculate an ideal maximum capacity range
of 15 kBTU/hr with a 30 standard deviation band. In some
embodiments, deviation bands may be pre-programmed into
memory 220 of controller 150. In other embodiments,
deviation bands may be learned by controller 150 through
operation of HVAC system 100.

[0085] In some embodiments, the ideal range 510 is fixed.
In other embodiments, the ideal range 510 may be variable.
For example, the ideal range 510 may be changed remotely
(e.g., via an update from the manufacturer). As another
example, the ideal range 510 may be changed by the
operator of the HVAC system 100. This disclosure recog-
nizes that the ideal range 510 may be adjusted to be broader
or narrower. In some embodiments, the ideal range 510 is
adjusted based on operator preferences. In other embodi-
ments, the ideal range 510 is adjusted based on sensitivity of
the algorithm.
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[0086] A similar method could be used to compare actual
power to ideal power. Alternatively, current may be used as
a proxy for power due to the relationship between current
and power (e.g., P=IV).

[0087] In other embodiments, controller 150 is configured
to detect deficiencies in compressor 110 using values asso-
ciated with capacity. For example, based on inputting values
associated with suction temperature, suction pressure, and
discharge pressure, controller 150 may calculate a range of
values representing the “ideal” capacity of compressor 110.
Controller 150 may then compare the actual capacity mea-
surement (sensed by capacity sensor) to the “ideal” capacity
range. Detection of an actual capacity measurement outside
of the “ideal” capacity range may indicate that compressor
110 is deficient and/or defective. In some embodiments,
refrigeration system 100 is configured to trigger an alarm if
the actual capacity measurement is outside of the “ideal”
capacity range (i.e., if controller detects a possible defi-
ciency).

[0088] In some embodiments, refrigeration system 100
may be configured to trigger an alarm indicating a deficiency
based on a reserve measurement. As used herein, reserve
measurement refers to the difference between a value asso-
ciated with the ideal input variable and the actual measured
value sensed by sensor. In some embodiments, the value
associated with the ideal input variable may be the maxi-
mum value of the calculated “ideal” range. In other embodi-
ments, the reserve measurement may be calculated using the
minimum value of the calculated “ideal” range. As an
example, refrigeration system 100 may be configured to
monitor capacity of compressor 110 and trigger an alarm if
the amount of capacity in reserve is less than a threshold.
[0089] For example, controller 150 may calculate an
“ideal” maximum capacity value (using the inputs and
compressor map equation discussed above) to be 18 kBTU/
hr and receive an actual measurement of capacity from
capacity sensor of 12 kBTU/hr. In such example, the reserve
measurement would be 6 kBTU/hr if calculated using the
maximum value of the “ideal” range.

[0090] Controller 150 may be configured to trigger an
alarm indicating deficiency if the reserve measurement is
less than a specified value. For example, controller 150 may
be configured to trigger an alarm if the reserve measurement
is less than 4 kBTU/hr. Because the reserve measurement in
the above example (6 kBTU/hr) is greater than the specified
value (4 kBTU/hr), controller 150 will not trigger an alarm.
However, if the reserve capacity is 2 kBTU/hr which is less
than the 4 kBTU/hr threshold, an alarm will be triggered
indicating that there may be a defect with compressor 110
and/or that additional capacity may be required.

[0091] FIGS. 11 and 12 are directed to methods of detect-
ing defects or deficiencies in a refrigeration system. The
refrigeration system can be the refrigeration system of FIG.
1. A controller such as described with respect to FIG. 1 or 2
may be used to perform the methods of FIGS. 11 and 12. The
methods of FIGS. 11 and 12 may represent algorithms that
are stored on a computer readable medium, such as a
memory of a controller (e.g., the memory 220 of FIG. 2).
[0092] Turning now to FIG. 11, the method 1100 begins at
step 1105. At step 1110, the refrigeration system receives
data associated with the operation of the refrigeration sys-
tem. The data associated with the operation of the refrig-
eration system may be one or more of suction temperature,
suction pressure, discharge pressure, current, and/or capac-
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ity associated with one or more compressors of the refrig-
eration system. In some embodiments, the data is received
by one or more sensors 160 operable to sense the suction
temperature, suction pressure, discharge pressure, current,
and capacity of the one or more compressors. The method
1100 may then continue to step 1120.

[0093] At step 1120, the refrigeration system determines
an ideal output variable of'a compressor based at least on the
data associated with the operation of the refrigeration sys-
tem. The ideal output variable of a compressor may be one
of mass flow, power, current, and/or capacity. In some
embodiments, the refrigeration system determines the ideal
output variable using a compressor map equation. For
example, the suction temperature, suction pressure, and/or
discharge pressure received from the sensors 160 may be
inputs to a compressor map equation (e.g., the compressor
map equation of FIG. 4) that outputs ideal values for mass
flow, power, current, and/or capacity.

[0094] In some embodiments, the refrigeration system
may calculate a range of values associated with the ideal
output variable by inputting the data associated with the
operation of the refrigeration system (received in step 1110)
into a compressor map equation. For example, as shown in
FIGS. 5A and 5B, the refrigeration system may calculate a
range of values representing an ideal current for the com-
pressor (e.g., ideal current 410) based on the suction pres-
sure, suction temperature, and discharge pressure sensed by
the one or more sensors (e.g., sensors 1605, 160c, and/or
160¢). In some embodiments, the method 1100 continues to
a decision step 1130.

[0095] In decision step 1130, the refrigeration system
determines, based at least on the data associated with the
operation of the refrigeration system (e.g., actual values for
mass flow, power, capacity, and/or current received from the
sensors at step 1110) and the ideal output variable (e.g., ideal
values for mass flow, power, capacity, and/or current deter-
mined in step 1120), whether the performance of the com-
pressor is abnormal. For example, in some embodiments, the
data associated with the operation of the refrigeration system
is compared to a value associated with the ideal output
variable to determine that the performance of the compres-
sor is abnormal.

[0096] Insome embodiments, determining that the perfor-
mance of the compressor is abnormal includes determining
that a value associated with the operational data is outside
the range of values associated with the ideal output variable.
For example, as depicted in FIG. 5B, the refrigeration
system determines that a value associated with the opera-
tional data (i.e., actual current 520) is outside the range of
values associated with the ideal output variable (i.e., ideal
current 510).

[0097] Insome embodiments, determining that the perfor-
mance of the compressor is abnormal comprises determining
that the compressor is under or over-performing. For
example, in some embodiments, the refrigeration system
may determine that the compressor is under-performing
when it senses that the operational data is lower than a value
associated with the ideal output variable. Alternatively, in
some embodiments, the refrigeration system may determine
that the compressor is over-performing when it senses that
the operational data is higher than a value associated with
the ideal output variable. If the refrigeration system deter-
mines that the performance of the compressor(s) is normal,
the method 1100 may continue to an end step 1145. Alter-
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natively, if the refrigeration system that the performance of
the compressor is abnormal, the method 1100 may continue
to step 1140.

[0098] At step 1140, the refrigeration system reports that
compressor performance is abnormal. In some embodi-
ments, reporting comprises triggering an alarm. In other
embodiments, reporting comprises sending a notification or
warning to the operator of the refrigeration system.
Although this disclosure describes specific methods of
reporting, this disclosure recognizes any suitable method of
reporting that the compressor performance is abnormal. In
some embodiments, method 1100 may continue to an step
1145 where the method ends.

[0099] In other embodiments, such as depicted in FIG. 12,
the method 1200 may determine abnormal compressor per-
formance based on a reserve measurement. The method
1200 may begin at step 1205 and then continue to step 1210.
At step 1210, the refrigeration system receives data associ-
ated with the operation of the refrigeration system. As
described above, this information may be received by one or
more sensors 160 associated with the refrigeration system.
The method 1200 may then continue to step 1220. At step
1220, the refrigeration system determines an ideal output
variable. As described above, the ideal output variable may
be one of mass flow, power, current, and/or capacity. The
method 1200 may then continue to step 1230.

[0100] At step 1230, the refrigeration system calculates a
value associated with the ideal output variable. In some
embodiments, the value may be calculated using a compres-
sor map equation provided by the manufacturer of a com-
pressor. For example, a compressor map equation may be
used to calculate a value associated with the ideal output
variable by inputting the data associated with the operation
of the refrigeration system. The method 1200 may then
continue to step 1240.

[0101] At step 1240, the refrigeration system determines a
reserve measurement based on a value associated with the
ideal output variable and the value associated with the
operational data. In some embodiments, the reserve mea-
surement may be determined by calculating the difference
between a maximum value associated with the ideal output
variable and the value associated with the operational data.
For example, the refrigeration system may calculate a maxi-
mum value associated with the ideal output variable for
capacity as 18 kBTU/hr and receive operational data indi-
cating that the compressor capacity is 12 kBTU/hr. In such
an example, the refrigeration system may determine that the
reserve measurement is 6 kBTU/hr. In other embodiments,
the reserve measurement may be determined by calculating
the difference between the value associated with the opera-
tional data and a minimum value associated with the ideal
output variable. The method 1200 may then continue to a
decision step 1250.

[0102] At decision step 1250, the refrigeration system
determines whether the reserve measurement is less than a
specified value. The specified value may be a value specified
by the manufacturer of the compressor or by the operator of
the compressor. The specified value may be stored on a
computer readable medium, such as a memory of a control-
ler (e.g., the memory 220 of FIG. 2). In some embodiments,
if the refrigeration system determines that the reserve mea-
surement is greater or equal to the specified value, the
method 1200 continues to an end step 1265. Alternatively, if
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the refrigeration system determines that the reserve mea-
surement is less than the specified value, the method 1200
may continue to step 1260.

[0103] At step 1260, the refrigeration system reports when
the reserve measurement is less than a specified value. In
some embodiments, reporting that the reserve measurement
is less than a specified value comprises triggering an alarm.
In other embodiments, reporting that the reserve measure-
ment is less than a specified value comprises sending a
warning to the operator of the refrigeration system. The
method 1200 may then end in a step 1265.

[0104] In certain embodiments, the methods described
with respect to FIGS. 11 AND 12 may be performed in
parallel. For example, operational data may be used to
determine if compressor performance is abnormal (as
described in FIG. 11) and to determine if a reserve mea-
surement is low (as described in FIG. 12).

[0105] This disclosure also recognizes improving the
energy efficiency of a refrigeration system by prioritizing
one control variable over another control variable in order to
meet a control objective. Refrigeration systems may be
associated with one or more control objectives that, when
met, ensure that the enclosed space is maintaining its cool
temperature. For example, a control objective for a refrig-
eration system may be to maintain a specific suction pres-
sure, liquid pressure, liquid temperature, and/or condenser
temperature difference (TD). Consequences may vary for a
refrigeration system that is not meeting its control objec-
tives. For example, failure to meet a control objective may
result in in damage to one or more components of the
refrigeration system, an increase in energy consumption in
the event that one component compensates for another
component, or even an inoperable refrigeration system.
[0106] Refrigeration system 100 may be configured to
send a warning to an operator when it is at risk for not
meeting a control objective. In some embodiments, refrig-
eration system 100 may determine it is at risk for not
meeting a control objective based on a statistical analysis of
operating data. Control objectives may include suction pres-
sure, liquid pressure, and liquid temperature. Control objec-
tives may also include condenser temperature difference
(TD). Although this disclosure describes specific control
objectives, this disclosure contemplates controller 150 may
control any control variable of refrigeration system 100. In
some embodiments, control objectives may be associated
with setpoints. As one example, such as that depicted in FI1G.
6, the control objective for refrigeration system 100 may be
to maintain suction pressure at a setpoint of 8 PSI. As
another example, the control objective of refrigeration sys-
tem 100 may be to maintain liquid pressure at a setpoint of
104 PSI.

[0107] Control objectives may also be associated with an
acceptable range. For example, as depicted in FIG. 6, the
control objective of refrigeration system 100 may be to
maintain suction pressure between an acceptable range of
1-22 PSI. Thus, refrigeration system 100 would meet its
suction pressure objective as long as the suction pressure
remains within those limits. The upper and lower values in
the range may be associated with an alarm. For example, if
refrigeration system 100 senses that suction pressure is
above 22 PSI, refrigeration system 100 may alert an opera-
tor.

[0108] Refrigeration system 100 may receive actual data
(operating data) associated with each control variable. For
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example, refrigeration system may receive operating data
associated with suction pressure, liquid pressure, outdoor
temperature, and/or liquid temperature. Operating data may
be received from one or more sensors 160 of refrigeration
system 100.

[0109] Controller 150 of refrigeration system 100 may be
configured to calculate a confidence interval for the control
objective using the received operating data. The confidence
interval may be calculated at any suitable value. As an
example, controller 150 may determine a standard deviation
band of 30 at a 99% confidence interval for the entire
population of operating data associated with suction pres-
sure. In some embodiments, controller 150 may be config-
ured to trigger a warning to operator of refrigeration system
100 when operating data begins to deviate from the band.
For example, controller 150 may send a warning to operator
upon detection of actual suction pressure measurements
deviating higher or lower than 30. The standard deviation
band (or acceptable range) may be determined by any
suitable means. For example, the band may be predeter-
mined by the manufacturer and the values associated with
the band may be programmed in controller 150. As another
example, controller 150 may learn the typical band during
operation of HVAC system 100 and may be operable to
detect any deviation from the band during operation (e.g.,
during operation of HVAC system 100, controller 150 may
determine the mean of its control variable from operating
data associated with the control variable and the standard
deviation for the control variable and thus determine
whether the HVAC system is operating outside of the band).

[0110] In some embodiments, a single control objective
may be controlled by more than one controller. For example,
refrigeration system 300 may include controllers 150a and
1504. Controller 150a may be configured to control suction
pressure and liquid pressure. Controller 1505 may be con-
figured to control liquid pressure and temperature difference
(TD). In some embodiments, a control objective of control-
ler 150 may include control variables associated with dif-
ferent priorities. For example, such as depicted in FIG. 7,
controller 1505 may be configured to prioritize liquid pres-
sure over condenser TD. As such, controller 1505 will
manually override control of condenser TD in favor of
restoring liquid pressure to its acceptable range.

[0111] In FIG. 7, operational data for liquid pressure and
condenser TD is depicted over a period of time. As depicted,
liquid pressure is associated with an acceptable range of
104-314 PSI and condenser TD is associated with a setpoint
of 15° F. At time period A, refrigeration system 100 is
operating within an acceptable range such that no alarms are
triggered (i.e., refrigeration system 100 is meeting all con-
trol objectives). However, at time period B, the actual
measurement of liquid pressure reaches the minimum value
of'the acceptable range (e.g., a decrease in outdoor tempera-
ture causes a decrease in liquid pressure). In response,
controller 1505 may be configured to adjust the speed of
condenser fan 125 such that liquid pressure increases. In
effect, controller 150 manually overrides the condenser TD
difference in favor of restoring liquid pressure to the accept-
able range. At time period C, all components of refrigeration
system 100 are operating within their acceptable ranges.
[0112] In certain embodiments, a controller verification
method may verify that the system is acting properly. The
controller verification method may ignore the value of a
lower priority measurement (e.g., TD) near the time periods
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that a higher priority measurement (e.g., liquid pressure)
operates outside of its acceptable range. This may prevent a
false alarm. For example, in FIG. 7, TD only operates
outside of its acceptable range when the liquid pressure falls
to its minimum value. Thus, even though TD is occasionally
outside of its acceptable range, the system is operating
properly because maintaining liquid pressure within its
acceptable range has higher priority than maintaining TD.
[0113] FIG. 13 is directed to a method of detecting when
a refrigeration system is at risk for not meeting its control
objective. The refrigeration system can be the refrigeration
system of FIG. 1. A controller such as described with respect
to FIG. 1 or 2 may be used to perform the method of FIG.
13. The method of FIG. 13 may represent an algorithm that
is stored on a computer readable medium, such as a memory
of a controller (e.g., the memory 220 of FIG. 2).

[0114] The method 1300 begins at step 1305. At step 1310,
refrigeration system 100 receives operating data associated
with at least one control variable. Refrigeration system 100
may have one or more control variables such as: suction
pressure, liquid pressure, liquid temperature, and/or con-
denser temperature difference. Refrigeration system 100
may receive operating data from sensors 160 operable to
sense data associated with refrigeration system 100. For
example, sensors 160 may be operable to sense data asso-
ciated with suction pressure (e.g., sensor 1604), liquid
pressure (e.g., sensor 160a), liquid temperature (e.g., sensor
160a), and/or temperature of the surrounding environment.
The method 1300 may then continue to a decision step 1320.
[0115] At decision step 1320, the refrigeration system 100
determines, based on the operating data, whether a control
objective is met. Refrigeration system 100 may have a
control objective associated with one or more control vari-
ables. In some embodiments, the control objective of refrig-
eration system 100 may include one control variable. In
other embodiments, the control objective of refrigeration
system 100 may include more than one control variable.
Although specific control variables have been described
herein, this disclosure contemplates that the control objec-
tive of refrigeration system 100 may be associated with any
variable that is controllable by refrigeration system 100.
[0116] In some embodiments, determining whether the
control objective is met according to step 1320 comprises
determining whether the refrigeration system 100°s highest
priority objective is met. In some embodiments, each control
variable may be associated with a particular priority status.
For example, the control objective of refrigeration system
100 may be to prioritize suction pressure over liquid pres-
sure. As another example, the control objective of refrigera-
tion system 100 may be to prioritize liquid pressure over
liquid temperature. As yet another example, the control
objective of refrigeration system 100 may be to prioritize
suction pressure over liquid pressure but also prioritize
liquid pressure over liquid temperature. In such embodi-
ments, the control objective is met when the highest priority
objective is met even though a lower priority objective may
not be met.

[0117] In some embodiments, determining whether a con-
trol objective is met according to step 1320 may comprise
comparing operating data associated with a control variable
to an acceptable range or set point. For example, suction
pressure may be associated with an acceptable range of 1-22
PSI and a setpoint of 8 PSI. As another example, liquid
pressure may be associated with an acceptable range of
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104-314 PSI and a setpoint of 104 PSI. As yet another
example, condenser temperature difference may be associ-
ated with a setpoint of 15° F.

[0118] In some embodiments, determining whether a con-
trol objective is met according to step 1320 comprises
determining whether the operating data associated with a
control variable falls within the acceptable range. For
example, refrigeration system 100 may determine that its
control objective of maintaining suction pressure between
1-22 PSI is not met when the operating data for suction
pressure is measured at 25 PSI. As another example, refrig-
eration system 100 may determine that its control objective
is not met when the operating data associated with its higher
priority control variable (e.g. suction pressure) is outside of
the acceptable range for suction pressure (e.g., 1-22 PSI).
[0119] In another embodiment, determining whether a
control objective is met according to step 1320 may com-
prise calculating a confidence interval for the control objec-
tive, determining a standard deviation band associated with
the confidence interval, and comparing the operating data to
the standard deviation band. For example, refrigeration
system 100 may have a control objective of maintaining
suction pressure at 8 PSI. Based on this control objective,
refrigeration system 100 may calculate a 99% confidence
interval for the entire population of operating data associated
with suction pressure and determine that a standard devia-
tion band of 30 is associated with the calculated confidence
interval. In some embodiments, refrigeration system 100
may compare operating data received from sensors 160 to
the standard deviation band. In some embodiments, refrig-
eration system 100 determines that it is meeting its control
objective when the operating data falls within the standard
deviation band. In other embodiments, refrigeration system
100 determines that it is not meeting its control objective
when the operating data falls outside of the standard devia-
tion band.

[0120] If the refrigeration system determines that the
control objective is met, in some embodiments, the method
1300 continues to an end step 1355. Alternatively, if the
refrigeration system determines that the control objective is
not met, the method 1300 may continue to step 1330.
[0121] At step 1330, refrigeration system 100 operates
according to a configuration selected to cause the control
objective to be met. In some embodiments, refrigeration
system 100 is operated according to the configuration
selected to cause the control objective to be met in response
to determining that the control objective is not being met.
For example, in response to determining that the operating
data associated with a higher priority control variable is
outside of its acceptable range, refrigeration system 100
operates according to a configuration selected to bring the
operating data associated with the higher priority control
variable within its acceptable range. Such an example may
be better understood in view of FIG. 7.

[0122] FIG. 7 depicts an example refrigeration system
(e.g., refrigeration system 100) having a control objective of
prioritizing liquid pressure over condenser temperature dif-
ference. At time period B, refrigeration system 100 deter-
mines that it is at risk for not meeting its control objective
(i.e., liquid pressure falls below 104 PSI) and operates
refrigeration system 100 in a configuration that causes the
control objective to be met. As an example, the configuration
that causes the control objective to be met may comprise
decreasing the speed of condenser fan 125. In some embodi-
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ments, method 1300 may continue to an end step 1355. In
other embodiments, method 1300 may continue to step
1340. In yet other embodiments, method 1300 may continue
to step 1350 or return to step 1305 to begin method 1300
again.

[0123] Step 1340 may be applicable when refrigeration
system 100 has a control objective involving more than one
control variable. At step 1340, refrigeration system 100
overrides control of a lower priority control variable until
the operating data associated with the higher priority control
variable is within its acceptable range. In other words,
refrigeration system 100 may ignore the operating data
associated with a lower priority control variable near the
time periods when the operating data associated with the
higher priority control variable is outside of its acceptable
range.

[0124] Returning to the earlier example depicted in FIG. 7,
the control objective of refrigeration system 100 may be to
prioritize liquid pressure over condenser temperature differ-
ence (TD). At time period B, refrigeration system 100 may
operate the condenser fan 125 at a lower speed in order to
increase liquid pressure and meet its control objective.
However, decreasing the speed of condenser fan 125 may
result in an increased TD between the surrounding environ-
ment and the liquid refrigerant. See FIG. 7 (operating data
associated with condenser TD increases during time period
B). Step 1340 of method 1300 permits deviation of operating
data associated with the condenser TD by overriding control
of' condenser TD (lower priority control variable) until liquid
pressure (i.e., higher priority control variable) is restored to
an acceptable value. Stated differently, refrigeration system
100 may ignore that the operating data associated with the
condenser TD is deviating from its 15° F. setpoint until the
operating data associated with condenser pressure reaches at
least 104 PSI.

[0125] At an optional step 1350, refrigeration system 100
reports when the control objective is not being met. In some
embodiments, refrigeration system 100 may send a warning
to the operator of refrigeration system 100 in response to
determining that the control objective is not being met. For
example, refrigeration system 100 may report when operat-
ing data begins to deviate from a standard deviation band. As
another example, refrigeration system 100 may report when
operating data is measured outside of an acceptable range.
Step 1350 may occur at any suitable time. For example, in
some embodiments, step 1350 may occur subsequent to step
1320. In other embodiments, step 1350 may occur subse-
quent to step 1340.

[0126] Insome embodiments, method 1300 may include a
controller verification step. In a controller verification step,
the refrigeration system may verify that controller is work-
ing properly. In some embodiments, refrigeration system
verifies that the controller is working properly by monitoring
the operating data of the refrigeration system. For example,
in some embodiments, the controller verification logic may
ignore operating data for a lower priority control variable
during times when the operational data for a higher priority
control variable is outside the acceptable range.

[0127] Modifications, additions, or omissions may be
made to the systems, apparatuses, and methods described
herein without departing from the scope of the disclosure.
The components of the systems and apparatuses may be
integrated or separated. Moreover, the operations of the
systems and apparatuses may be performed by more, fewer,
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or other components. For example, refrigeration system 100
may include any suitable number of compressors, condens-
ers, condenser fans, evaporators, valves, sensors, control-
lers, and so on, as performance demands dictate. One skilled
in the art will also understand that refrigeration system 100
can include other components that are not illustrated but are
typically included with refrigeration systems. Additionally,
operations of the systems and apparatuses may be performed
using any suitable logic comprising software, hardware,
and/or other logic. As used in this document, “each” refers
to each member of a set or each member of a subset of a set.
[0128] Modifications, additions, or omissions may be
made to the methods described herein without departing
from the scope of the disclosure. The methods may include
more, fewer, or other steps. Additionally, steps may be
performed in any suitable order. In certain embodiments, the
methods may be performed in parallel (e.g. methods
depicted in FIGS. 11 and 12).

[0129] Although this disclosure has been described in
terms of certain embodiments, alterations and permutations
of the embodiments will be apparent to those skilled in the
art. Accordingly, the above description of the embodiments
does not constrain this disclosure. Other changes, substitu-
tions, and alterations are possible without departing from the
spirit and scope of this disclosure.

1. A refrigeration system comprising:

a compressor operable to apply compression to refrigerant
in order to yield a discharge pressure at which the
refrigerant is discharged from the compressor;

a condenser;

a condenser fan having a fan speed configured to control
a temperature of the refrigerant based on a temperature
difference (TD) setpoint, the TD setpoint indicating a
desired temperature difference between outside air and
the refrigerant discharged from the condenser; and

a controller operable to modify the TD setpoint based on
conditions currently being experienced by the refrig-
eration system, the modified TD setpoint selected to
cause a decrease in total power consumption, wherein
the total power consumption comprises power con-
sumed by the compressor to yield the discharge pres-
sure and power consumed by the condenser fan to
operate at the fan speed.

2. The refrigeration system of claim 1, wherein the
conditions currently being experienced by the refrigeration
system comprise an outdoor temperature.

3. The refrigeration system of claim 1, wherein the
conditions currently being experienced by the refrigeration
system comprise loading conditions of the compressor.

4. The refrigeration system of claim 1, wherein modifying
the TD setpoint causes the power consumed by the com-
pressor to decrease more than the power consumed by the
condenser fan increases.

5. The refrigeration system of claim 1, wherein modifying
the TD setpoint causes the power consumed by the con-
denser fan to decrease more than the power consumed by the
compressor increases.

6. The refrigeration system of claim 1, the controller
further operable to save the modified TD setpoint as an
optimal TD setpoint for the conditions currently being
experienced by the refrigeration system in response to
feedback indicating that the modified TD setpoint caused the
total power consumption to decrease.
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7. The refrigeration system of claim 1, the controller
further operable to:

monitor feedback indicating the total power usage asso-

ciated with each of a plurality of TD setpoints that have
been applied under the conditions currently being expe-
rienced by the refrigeration system; and

save the most energy efficient of the plurality of TD

setpoints as an optimal TD setpoint for the conditions
currently being experienced by the refrigeration sys-
tem.

8. A method for a refrigeration system, comprising:

receiving a temperature difference (TD) setpoint indicat-

ing a desired temperature difference between outside
air and refrigerant; and

modifying the TD setpoint based on conditions currently

being experienced by the refrigeration system, the
modified TD setpoint selected to cause a decrease in
total power consumption, wherein the total power
consumption comprises power consumed by a com-
pressor to yield a discharge pressure and power con-
sumed by a condenser fan to operate a fan speed.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the conditions being
experienced by the refrigeration system comprise an outdoor
temperature.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the conditions cur-
rently being experienced by the refrigeration system com-
prise loading conditions of the compressor.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein modifying the TD
setpoint causes the power consumed by the compressor to
decrease more than the power consumed by the condenser
fan increases.

12. The method of claim 8, wherein modifying the TD
setpoint causes the power consumed by the condenser fan to
decrease more than the power consumed by the compressor
increases.

13. The method of claim 8, further comprising saving the
modified TD setpoint as an optimal TD setpoint for the
conditions currently being experienced by the refrigeration
system in response to feedback indicating that the modified
TD setpoint caused the total power consumption to decrease.

14. A controller for a refrigeration system, the controller
comprising one or more processors and logic encoded in

13
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non-transitory computer readable memory, the logic, when
executed by one or more processors, operable to:

receive a temperature difference (TD) setpoint indicating

a desired temperature difference between outside air
and refrigerant;

modify the TD setpoint based on conditions currently

being experienced by the refrigeration system, the
modified TD setpoint selected to cause a decrease in
total power consumption, wherein the total power
consumption comprises power consumed by a com-
pressor to yield a discharge pressure and power con-
sumed by a condenser fan to operate a fan speed.

15. The controller of claim 14, wherein the conditions
currently being experienced by the refrigeration system
comprise an outdoor temperature.

16. The controller of claim 14, wherein the conditions
currently being experienced by the refrigeration system
comprise loading conditions of the compressor.

17. The controller of claim 14, wherein modifying the TD
setpoint causes the power consumed by the compressor to
decrease more than the power consumed by the condenser
fan increases.

18. The controller of claim 14, wherein modifying the TD
setpoint causes the power consumed by the condenser fan to
decrease more than the power consumed by the compressor
increases.

19. The controller of claim 14, further operable to:

save the modified TD setpoint as an optimal TD setpoint

for the conditions currently being experienced by the
refrigeration system in response to feedback indicating
that the modified TD setpoint caused the total power
consumption to decrease.

20. The controller of claim 14, further operable to:

monitor feedback indicating the total power usage asso-

ciated with each of a plurality of TD setpoints that have
been applied under the conditions currently being expe-
rienced by the refrigeration system; and

save the most energy efficient of the plurality of TD

setpoints as an optimal TD setpoint for the conditions
currently being experienced by the refrigeration sys-
tem.



