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(54) Title: POST CAP FOR GUARDRAIL WITH LUMINOUS LAMP

310

(57) Abstract: Disclosed herein a post cap for a guardrail with a luminous lamp,
which has a structure that can be simply attached to a post of a guardrail installed
on a road or a bridge, so that the post cap can be easily repaired and replaced,
ensures traffic safety, and improves the appearance of a city. The post cap for a

guardrail with a luminous lamp includes a lower cap (100) having a hemi— spher-
ical shape and including a coupling unit (110) joined with an upper end portion

rial.

of a post (10) for supporting a guardrail (20), a plurality of luminous lamps (120)
arranged at regular intervals inside the lower cap (100), and a lamp terminal (130)
connected to the luminous lamps (120) in a circuit; a solar cell (200) including a
solar cell module (210), a storage battery for storing electricity produced by the
solar cell module (210), a battery terminal (220) in contact with the lamp terminal
(130) and connected to the storage battery in a circuit; and an upper cap (300) de-
tachably coupled to the lower cap (100), including a convex lens (310) installed
on the upper surface thereof, and having a bud shape made of a transparent mate-
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Description

POST CAP FOR GUARDRAIL WITH LUMINOUS LAMP

Technical Field

The present invention relates to a post cap for a guardrail with a luminous lamp, and
more particularly to a post cap for a guardrail with a luminous lamp, which can be
easily repaired and replaced because it can be attached to the top of a guardrail post
installed on a bridge or a road in a simple manner, and which ensures traffic safety and

improves the appearance of surroundings.

Background Art

Generally, a guardrail is a protective railing designed to prevent vehicles driving on
a bridge from falling into open spaces. However, when visibility is not good, such as at
night or in bad weather, crashes or falling accidents frequently happen because drivers
have difficulty in seeing the guardrail.

Accordingly, for traffic safety, many efforts to improve the visibility of guardrails
have been made. As a result, a post cap for guardrails having a luminous lamp which is
more visible is disclosed in Korean Utility Model Application No. 20-1992-22060.

However, the disclosed post cap has the disadvantage in that the entire body of the
post cap must be removed from the guardrail along with the uppermost part of the post
cap when it is required to replace the post cap because an electric wire between a lamp
and the post cap is broken or in the case where a bulb of the lamp must be replaced.

The above-described post cap has a further disadvantage in that an electric wire
buried in the soil under a guardrail post and connected to a lamp is always in danger of

short circuiting because water can permeate into the electric wire in bad weather.
Disclosure of Invention

Technical Problem

In order to solve the above problems, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a post cap for a guardrail with a luminous lamp, which can be easily attached
to a guardrail post, can be easily repaired and replaced, can ensure driver’s and
passenger’s safety, and is readily visible by people at night.
Technical Solution

In order to achieve the above objects and advantageous effects, according to one
aspect of the present invention, there is provided a post cap for a guardrail with a
luminous lamp, comprising a lower cap having a hemispherical shape and including a
coupling unit joined with an upper end portion of a post for supporting a guardrail, a
plurality of luminous lamps arranged at regular intervals inside the lower cap, and a

lamp terminal connected to the luminous lamps in a circuit; a solar cell including a
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solar cell module, a storage battery for storing electricity produced by the solar cell
module, a battery terminal in contact with the lamp terminal and connected to the
storage battery in a circuit; and an upper cap detachably coupled to the lower cap,
including a convex lens installed on the upper surface thereof, and having a bud shape
made of a transparent material.

The coupling unit may have a shape corresponding to the shape of a section of an
upper end portion of the post, so that the coupling unit is either a recess into which the
upper end portion of the post is inserted or a projection inserted into the upper end
portion of the post, and the coupling unit and the upper end portion of the post is
secured by bolts and nuts.

The solar cell further has a microprocessor and a luminance intensity sensor therein.

Advantageous Effects

The post cap according to the present invention has the following advantageous
effects.

First, it has a structure comprising an upper cap and a lower cap which are
detachably attached to each other, so that it can be easily and simply attached to a
guardrail post having a variety of sectional shapes, can be easily repaired or replaced,
and has improved visibility at night or in bad weather thanks to a luminous lamp using
electric power continuously recharged without an additional power supply, thereby
enhancing the safety of vehicles and improving the appearance of a city.

Second, it has an upper cap having high durability, so that it can endure external
impact. Further, it gathers solar energy using a convex lens, thereby producing
electricity.

Third, a short circuit or an electric shock can be prevented in bad weather since it
can be securely sealed thanks to an o-ring.

Brief Description of the Drawings

FIG 1 and FIG 2 are exploded perspective views illustrating a post cap for a
guardrail with a luminous lamp according to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG 3 and FIG 4 illustrate the state in which the post cap for a guardrail with a
luminous lamp according to the present invention is assembled;

FIG 5 is a block diagram illustrating a post cap for a guardrail with a luminous lamp
according to one embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG 6 is a perspective view illustrating the state of use of the post cap for a
guardrail with a luminous lamp according to one embodiment of the present invention.

*Detailed description of key elements in drawings*

30: post cap 100: lower cap

110: coupling unit 120: luminous lamp
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130: lamp terminal 200: solar cell

210: solar cell module 220: battery terminal

230: illumination intensity sensor

300: upper cap 310: convex lens

500: O-ring
Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

Preferred embodiment of the present invention will be described below with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG 1 and FIG 2 are exploded perspective views illustrating a post cap for a
guardrail with a luminous lamp according to one embodiment of the present invention,
and FIG 3 and FIG 4 illustrate the combined state of the post cap for a guardrail with a
luminous lamp according to the present invention.

FIG 1 illustrates the case in which a coupling unit has a groove shape, FIG 2 il-
lustrates the case in which the coupling unit has a projection shape, FIG 3 illustrates
the coupling unit shown in FIG 1 combined with a post cap, and FIG 4 illustrates the
coupling unit shown in FIG 2 combined with a post cap.

As shown in FIG 1 through FIG 4, the post cap 30 according to the present
invention comprises a lower cap 100, a solar cell 200 and an upper cap 300. The solar
cell 200 is detachably installed in the lower cap 100, and the upper cap 300 and the
lower cap 100 are coupled in a screw-type manner.

Referring to FIG 1 and FIG 2, the lower cap 100 has a hemispherical shape, the
coupling unit 110 is installed on the lower surface of the bottom of the lower cap 100,
a plurality of luminous lamps 120 is arranged in the lower cap 100 along the inner
surface of the lower cap 100 at regular intervals, and a lamp terminal 130 electrically
connected to the luminous lamps 120 is provided on the upper surface of the bottom of
the lower cap 100.

An upper end portion of the post 10 to be coupled to the coupling unit 110 has a
framed section, as shown in FIG 1, or a planar section, as shown in FIG 2.

As shown in FIG 1 and FIG 2, the coupling unit 110 has a recess 110 or a projection
110’ at a bottom thereof so that the coupling unit 110 can adapt to a variety of shapes
of the upper end portion of the post 10. In the case in which the coupling unit 110 has
the recess 110, the upper end portion of the post 10 is inserted into the recess 110 of
the coupling unit 110 as shown in FIG 1, whereas, in the case in which the coupling
unit 110 has the projection 110°, the projection 110” of the coupling unit 110 is
inserted into the empty space of the upper end portion of the post 10 as shown in FIG
2.

As shown in FIG 3, the post 10 is coupled to the recess 110 of the coupling unit by
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an insertion joint. In this instance, in order to prevent the joint between the recess 110
and the post 10 from becoming loose or the cap 30 from becoming detached from the
post 10, a rubber packing is used, or the recess 10 and the upper portion of the post 10
are coupled using bolts 600 and nuts. Thanks to this joining method, the recess 110 and
the post 10 can be securely coupled.

Further, as shown in FIG 2, the projection 110’ is inserted into an empty space of
the upper portion of the post 10 and, as shown in FIG 4, bolts 600 and nuts are used so
that the projection 110" and the post 10 can be securely coupled.

In the lower cap 100, the plurality of luminous lamps 120 is arranged along the
inner side surface of the lower cap 100 at regular intervals, and threads 150 are formed
on the outer side surface of the lower cap 100 so that the lower cap 100 can be joined
with the upper cap 300, which will be described below.

The luminous lamp may be a lamp having excellent brightness in consideration of
its power consumption, and having a long lifespan, such as an organic light emitting
diode (OLED).

The lamp terminal 130 is provided on the upper surface of the bottom of the lower
cap 100 for electric connection to the luminous lamp 120, so that the lamp terminal
130 and the luminous lamp 120 are connected in a circuit.

For secured fixation and support of the luminous lamp 120, and for protection of a
wire connected to the lamp terminal 130 in a circuit, the luminous lamp 120 is installed
in a lamp holder 121 formed on the inner side of the threads 150.

The solar cell 200 detachably installed in the lower cap 100 comprises a solar cell
module 210, a storage battery (not shown) and a battery terminal (220 in FIG 3 and
FIG 4).

The solar cell module 210 is provided on the upper surface of the solar cell 200 and
serves to generate electricity using collected sunlight.

The storage battery (not shown) is embedded in the solar cell 200 and stores
electricity generated by the solar cell module 210.

The solar cell module 210 and the storage battery are selected from generally
known ones, so that a detailed description thereof will be omitted.

The battery contact point 220 is provided on the outer surface of the bottom of the
solar cell 200 and is in contact with the lamp terminal 300, as shown in FIG 3 and FIG
4. Accordingly, the battery+ contact point 220 is electrically connected to the storage
battery and serves to power the luminous lamp 120.

The solar cell 200 optionally employs a microprocessor (not shown) therein and an
illumination intensity sensor 230 on the upper surface thereof, so that flashing and 1il-
lumination time of the luminous lamp 120 can be precisely controlled.

The microprocessor and the illumination intensity sensor 230 will be described in



WO 2007/018352 PCT/KR2006/002654

[46]

[47]

[48]

[49]

[50]

[51]

[52]

[53]

[54]

[55]

more detail below.

The upper surface of the solar cell 200 is covered by a cover 240 made of a
transparent material in order to protect the solar cell module 210 and the illumination
intensity sensor 230.

In the state in which the lower cap 100 and the solar cell 200 are joined, the height
of the cover 240 is determined in a manner such that the cover 240 intercepts light
emitted from the luminous lamp 120. For example, the cover 240 may be disposed
below the threads 150 and the lamp holder 121 or may be disposed at the same height
as the threads 150 and the lamp holder 121.

The upper cap 300 is detachably attached to the lower cap 100, has a bud shape, and
is made of a transparent material having excellent durability, such as polycarbonate
(PC), in order to protect the solar cell 200 from external impact.

The upper cap 300 having a bud shape has threads 320 on the inner side surface
near the edge thereof. Further, as shown in FIG 3 and FIG 4, the threads 320 are joined
with the threads 150 of the lower cap 100.

According to the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the lower cap 100
and the upper cap 300 are joined in a screwing manner using threads, but the present
invention is not limited thereto. That is, the upper cap 300 and the lower cap 100 can
be joined in a variety of manners, for example, in an insertion joint manner, in which a
projection is inserted into a recess.

Further, although the upper cap 300 has a bud shape in the preferred embodiment of
the present invention, the present invention is not limited thereto. The upper cap 300
can have a variety of shapes corresponding to the shape of the lower cap 100, so that
the variety of shapes of the upper caps 300 improve the appearance of the city.

The upper cap 300 may further have a convex lens 310 on the upper surface thereof
in order to collect sunlight, so that electricity can be produced and charged in the
storage battery (not shown) by the solar cell module 210 even when solar radiation is
insufficient.

Further, the O-ring 500 is installed between the upper cap 300 and the lower cap
100 in order to securely seal the inner space between the upper cap 300 and the lower
cap 100, thereby preventing the invasion of foreign material and permeation by water.

In order to install the O-ring 500, the lower cap 100 has a sloped side 160 cor-
responding to the contact surface of the O-ring 500 below the threads 150. Ac-
cordingly, as shown in FIG 2, the O-ring 500 is installed on the sloped side 160 of the
lower cap 100, and the upper cap 300 and the lower cap 100 are then joined and sealed.

FIG 5 is a block diagram illustrating a post cap for a guardrail with a luminous lamp
according to the present invention, in which FIG 5(a) illustrates the case in which the

solar cell does not employ the microprocessor and the illumination intensity sensor,
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and FIG 5(b) illustrates the case in which the solar cell employs both the micro-
processor and the illumination intensity sensor.

First, as shown in FIG 5(a), the post cap 30 according to the present invention can
be configured in a manner such that electricity produced by the solar cell module 210
is charged in the storage battery and the luminous lamp 120 emits light using the
charged electricity.

According to the structure of the solar cell module 210, the storage battery and the
luminous lamp 120 described above, light emission from the luminous lamp 120 is
performed through the repetition of charge and discharge operations.

That is, if electricity produced by the solar cell module 210 and charged in the
storage battery runs out due to light emission from the luminous lamp 120, the solar
cell module 210 generates electricity again and charges the electricity in the storage
battery.

On the other hand, as shown in FIG 5(b), in the case in which the solar cell module
200 (in FIG 1 and FIG 2) employs a control unit 31 such as the microprocessor and the
illumination intensity sensor 230 for light emission from the post cap 30, the luminous
lamp 120 can be controlled in a variety of manners.

For example, the charge and discharge operations in FIG 5(a) are controlled by the
control unit 31, and the microprocessor controls the illumination intensity sensor 230
in a manner such that the luminous lamp is illuminated within a predetermined il-
lumination intensity range determined according to sunrise time, sunset time and
weather.

The illumination intensity sensor 230 detects illumination intensity according to in-
formation input into the microprocessor, such as variation in sunrise times and sunset
times with the seasons, and turns off the luminous lamp 120 at sunrise when the
detected illumination intensity is not less than the predetermined value.

When the luminous lamp 120 is turned off, the microprocessor starts to operate, so
that the solar cell module 210 collects sun light and charges electricity into the storage
battery. At this time, if the illumination intensity is not greater than the predetermined
value, that is, when solar radiation decreases at sunset or in cloudy weather, the micro-
processor turns on the luminous lamp 120.

When solar radiation decreases around sunset or in cloudy weather, the convex lens
(310 in FIG 1 and FIG 2) provided to the upper cap (300 in FIG 1 and FIG 2) enhances
the efficiency of collection of sunlight.

The microprocessor and the illumination intensity sensor 230, which are additional
elements to the configuration of FIG 5(a) and are shown in FIG 5(b), can perform the
following operations.

Luminous lamps 120 having a variety of colors are manufactured and installed in
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the post cap 30, so that the luminous lamps 120 emit a variety of colors of light. In a
different way, the luminous lamps 120 may flicker at regular intervals when operating.
That is, the appearance of a city is enhanced by inputting data that instruct the
luminous lamps 120 to operate in a variety of ways into the microprocessor.

FIG 6 is a perspective view illustrating the state of use of the post cap for a
guardrail with a luminous lamp according to the present invention.

As shown in FIG 6, the post cap 30 according to the present invention is installed at
an upper end portion of a post 10 of a guardrail 20, thus visibility of the guardrail 20
and the post 10 are improved under low illumination intensity conditions, such as at
night or in bad weather, thanks to light emitted from the luminous lamps (120 in FIG 1
and FIG 2). Accordingly, accidents can be prevented.

Moreover, the appearance of a city is improved thanks to the light emitted in all
directions, including upwards, from the luminous lamp 120.

As described above, the present invention provides a post cap for a guardrail with a
luminous lamp, which can be easily repaired and replaced, can ensure traffic safety at
night, and can improve the appearance of a city.

The post cap according to the present invention is not limited to the above-
described embodiment, but many variations and modifications can be made to the
preferred embodiment without substantially departing from the principle and scope of
the present invention.

Industrial Applicability

The post cap for guardrails according to the present invention can be easily repaired
or replaced. That is, maintenance of the post cap for guardrails according to the present
invention is easy and simple. The post cap for guardrails according to the present
invention is cost-effective because it can be used without using an external power
supply. Still further, the post cap for guardrails according to the present invention has

excellent durability and can prevent short circuits and electric shocks in bad weather.
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Claims

A post cap for a guardrail with a luminous lamp, comprising:

a lower cap (100) having a hemispherical shape and including a coupling unit
(110) joined with an upper end portion of a post (10) for supporting a guardrail
(20), a plurality of luminous lamps (120) arranged at regular intervals inside the
lower cap (100), and a lamp terminal (130) connected to the luminous lamps
(120) in a circuit;

a solar cell (200) including a solar cell module (210), a storage battery for storing
electricity produced by the solar cell module (210), a battery terminal (220) in
contact with the lamp terminal (130) and connected to the storage battery in a
circuit; and

an upper cap (300) detachably coupled to the lower cap (100), including a
convex lens (310) installed on the upper surface thereof, and having a bud shape
made of a transparent material.

The post cap for the guardrail with the luminous lamp according to claim 1,
wherein the coupling unit has a shape corresponding to a shape of a section of an
upper end portion of the post (10), so that the coupling unit is either a recess
(110) into which the upper end portion of the post (10) is inserted or a projection
(110’) inserted into the upper end portion of the post (10), and wherein the
coupling unit and the upper end portion of the post (10) is secured by bolts and
nuts.

The post cap for the guardrail with the luminous lamp according to claim 1 or
claim 2, wherein the solar cell further has a microprocessor and a luminance

intensity sensor (230) therein.
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