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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a portioning apparatus and a method. The apparatus includes a hopper (10) and augers (12)
& to push flowable material (5) to a rotor (20). Retractable vanes (28) on the rotor push the flowable material toward a fill slot (32) as
& the rotor rotates. Below the fill slot, there is a mold plate (40) with front and back mold cavities (42F, 42B). In a front fill position,
& the mold plate is positioned so the front mold cavities are filled with flowable material from the fill slot while flowable material in
the back mold cavities are pushed out by knockouts (50). In a back fill position, the flowable material in the front mold cavities
are pushed out by front knockouts while the back mold cavities are filled with flowable material from the fill slot. The mold plate
reciprocatively oscillates between the front fill position and the back fill position for high output of portioned material.
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