Jan. 31, 1928. ‘ B 1,657,967
W. A. KICHLINE

NIGHT AND DAY HOUSE NUMBER

Filed Jan, 22, 1923

254" JOHN_DOE 7727

4////// //////% =R
7180477

22

18
18 s !

27-Cw JOHN DOE///////)\ZJt/ZI

Fj,y. J.

21~

" Wilson A.Kichline.

INVENTOR
*
BY m o

ATTORNEY

o



5

10

15

2

f=

30

e
=13

40

45

=
B

Patented Jan. 31, 1928,

UNITED STATES

1,657,967
PATENT OFFICE.

WILSCH A. 'KICHI:INE, OF BETHLEHEEM, PENNSYLVANIA.

NIGHT AND DAY HOUSE NUMBER.

- Application filed Jannary 22, 1923. Serial Neo. 614,303

This invention relates to a device for in-
dicating house numbers. visually both by
day and night, and contemplates the inclu-

sion of all necessary elements in a single

housing so that the same may be readily at-
tached ‘to or detached from a.door or post
of a house and without any noticeable in-
jury to the door or Wwoodworlk. ‘ ,

One of the principal objects of the inven-
tion is to produce a device of this nature
which: shall be simple of construction, con-
sisting of few parts, cheap to manufacture,
easily assembled snd highly efficient for the

purpose for which it is designed. )
Another object is to produce a unit which
may be secured to a house and which will
normally during-the day show the owner’s
name and the house number, and which at
night may be illuminated by any one wish-
ing to obtain the same information.
Another object of the invention is to com-
bine this mechanism with the ordinary let-
ter-drop of a-door so as to form a unit there-
with whereby no peculiarly noticeable change

§ of appearance may be effected in the door.

Another object is to produce a device of
this. nature which shall lend a graceful; ar-
tistic and attractive appearance to that to
which it is attached.

With these and other objects in view as
will be more apparent, the invention consists
‘in certain novel construction and combina-
tion and arrangement of parts, the essen-
tial features of which are hereinafter fully
described, are particularly pointed out in
the appended claims, and arve illustrated in
the accompanying drawing, in which:—

Tigure 1 is a front elevation of my device
as applied to a door. ‘

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view of the
same. :

Tigure & 1s a front elevation of the de-
vice with the housing moved on its hinge
50. a8 to expose the interior arrangement,

Like characters of reference vefer to like
parts in all the views. :

Referring to the drawing in detail, 10 rep-
resents a door of a house through which is
‘provided the ordinary letter-drop 11.  While
the device here shown is indicated as at-
tached to the door of the house, it is to be
understood that it may be attached to the
door-frame or to any other snitable portion
of the house, and that while it is here shown
as arranged in a hovizontal position, it may
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by obvious changes be arranged for appli-
cation in a vertical position to the house.

The unit itself is secured to the door by
screws 12 or other suitable fastening means
which pass through a rear wall or back plate
Attached to the wall 13 is a metallic
strip 14 which is formed with a letter-aper-
ture 15 which registers with a similar aper-
ture in the réar wall 13 and with the afore-
sald letter-drop 11 in the door. The upper
end of the plate 14 is provided with hinge
elements 16 which are preferably formed ag
an integral part of the said plate 14, A
cover or flap 17 of metal or othier suitable
material is hingedly secured to the hinge pin
18 which passes through the aforesaid ele-
ment 16 and-also through elements 19 formed
on the said flap-17. The flap 17 is provided
with suitable lettering or other indicia 20 to
indicate the presence of the letter-drop.

A mestallic. case 21 is formed with hinge
elements 22 which are also co-operative with
the hinge-pin 18 ag clearly shown in Figure
1.- The upper edge of the case 21 is pro-
vided with a finger 23 through which =
thumb serew 24 passes into the door to hold
the case in its normal closed pogition. The
case is provided with an upper slot 25 and
a front slot 26 in which are mounted trans-
parencies 27 carrying respectively the name
of the owner and the number of the house.

Secured to the back plate or rear wall 13
is a socket 28 carrying a bulb 29. A contact
from the socket forms a spring loop 30, the
end of which normally stands over and dis-
connected from one of the poles 31 of a bat-
tery 32 also secured to the rear plate 13, The
other pole of the battery is shown at 33 and
extends into contact with the bulb socket so
that when elements 30 and 31 are connected
a circuit is completed through the lamp 29
and the same 1s lighted up whereby an il-
Jumination of the name and number shown
on the transparencies 27 results,

A finger-piece 84 is mounted slidably on
a pin 35 secured to the rear wall 18 and
passes through -a slot ot guideway . 36.
Formed in the upper edge of the metallic
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cagsing 21 the lower end of finger-piece 34 1s--

formed into a toe
spring loop -30. ‘

In operation, the various data which it is
desired to impart is obviously readily dis-
cernible during the day time, and when it
is desired to obtain this information at night,

87 which rests against the
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the party desiving the information merely
presses the hnoel -piece 34 down until tlic
element 30 is brouom into contact with the
pole 31. The Lunp now being illuminated
through the closing of the cireuit 1endels
the data at 27 ieqdlly discernible. Particu-
lar emphasis is laid upon the fact "dmt the
entire device is self-contained, that it re-
quires but a few moment’s work by even an
unskilled hand to place the deviee in proper
position, and that 1f it 1 later vemoved from
the door or.woodwork, the sanme is not per-
nianently - injured -in -my“ay and can be
veadily repaired by the use of a little putty
and varnish.

It 1 ab times desirable that the owner of
the building be able to set the device to con-
stantly 1 Huminate the numbers, and for this
purpose the slot 36 is of that class known as
a bayonet-slot provided with an upper hori-
zontally extending leg 38. DBy forcing the
finger-piece inw 'udly and moving it hori-
/ontally so-as to bring the pm 35 into the
leg 38, the finger-piece will be held in op-
erative posltlon and the civeuit will be heid
closed. It is of course understood that the
slot-or way 36.is made sufficiently broad to
permit of the necessary lateral movement of
the finger-piece 34,

While I have described what I .deem to
be the most desirable embodiment of my in-
vention, it is obvious that many of the parts
may be varied without in any way depart-
ing from Lhe spirit of my invention, and I
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therefore do not limit my self to the exact
details of construction herein shown nor to
anything less than the whole of my inven-
tion limited only by the appended elaim.

What ¥ dfum 18—

In a device as set forth, the combination
with a back platc hmmo aslot parallel with
and adjacent its lower ul%, of a letter re-
celving plate secured to the hack plate and
plo,\'lde_l with a slot registering with the
first slot, the upper odvv of the letter re-
ceiving plate having hinge elements, a lot-
tered cover plate havis ne hinge \I(mvnm a
closure casing  housing an  idluminating
means supported on the back pmfo satd cas-
g having hinge elenients on its lower free
edge, a single hinge pin operatively con-
necting all three sefs of hinge clements,
thereby pivot 1113 connecting the cover plate
and the casing to uh letter recelving plate,
a ham*)aren’c mmmex and name pla’(g car-
ugd by the casing to be illuminated by the
iluminating means, the upper free edge of
said casing having an npst&ndmo attaching
ear for securing “enid asmy to said back
plate in nor rmal closed posmon. and means
for causing the illwninating means to cifect
a continuous illumination of the transparent
name and number plate carried by the clo-
sure casing.

In iestunony whereof I aflix my signa-
ture.

WILSON A, KICHLINE.
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