
June 6, 1950 D. M. DAVIS 2,510,333 

DRESS FORM AND COVER THEREFOR 
Filed March 28, 1946 

72 ( ) 722, 2 - f3 

S. w 17 73 

"t, --- 
SE f4 
S. 74 

Af 16 
y 16 

19- "E 6 

?t 

Y 67 

Af 

Y 

Af 

| A2 7 
i 79 f7 

i. Zaza (A&SaaZXZXA - 11 

s 

INVENTOR 
Zore/47/4//avts 

--ee, 24-cel v. -a?-a- 
ATORNEYS 

  

  



Patented June 6, 1950 2,510,333 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,510,333 

DRESS FORMAND COWER THEREFOR 

Dorothy M. Davis, New York, N. Y. 
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(C. 223-68) 3 Claims. 

This invention relates to a device to simplify 
the use of dressmaker's forms, and in particul 
lar relates to a novel removal cover to which the 
dress material may be pinned or basted. 
Conventional dressmaker's forms are of Sev 

eral types. For example, some form the torSO 
portion of wire and plastic materials, or entirely 
of wire; and some forms are made to the indi 
vidual figure by applications of plastic or thermo 
plastic materials. In addition, there are me 
chanically adjustable forms in which the torso 
portion is divided into sections to permit relative 
adjustment to conform to the body measure 
ments of the purchaser, 

It may generally be said that conventional 
forms are difficult to use, particularly by the 
amateur dressmaker, because the materials of 
which the torso portions are made usually have 
a Surface finish which does not permit the easy 
insertion of pins for the securement of the paper 
pattern or for the draping and securement of the 
dress material upon the form during the fitting 
Steps. Even such forms in which the torso por 
tions have a fabric or relatively soft covering 
are not easy to use because the coverings are 
tightly and rigidly applied to the underlying 
frame structure and do not readily receive a 
Common or straight pin; and it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to pin the material to such a form 
for achieving the desired line. In the adjustable. 
forms which are usually covered with an ad 
hesively Secured knitted material, it is frequent 
ly necessary to separate the respective sections 
One from the other to expand the form to a larg 
er size, and the gaps between said sections often 
times are in the precise areas where pins must 
be placed to secure the pattern or the like. 

It is a principal object of the present inven 
tion to provide a removable fabric covering for 
a dressmaker's form, which can be slipped over 
the torso portion of the form prior to the use 
thereof, and which will provide a soft, contour 
Smoothing-surface to which the dress or pattern 
material may be easily pinned. - 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a removable fabric cover of relatively elastic 
material, which may be stretched over a dress 
maker's form to conform closely to the shape of 
the torso portion thereof. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a cover or envelope for a dressmaker's form have 
ing improved means for securing tapes or the like 
for guiding the Seamstress as to the proper seam 
lines, waistline, etc. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
an easily applied and removed cover for a dress 
maker's form, such cover being of inexpensive 
knit or otherwise elastic fabric having knit bands, 
cuffs, or other treatment for defining the waist 
line, neckline, and armholes of the cover. 
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It is yet another object of the invention to pro 

vide a cover as aforesaid, which may be primarily 
of a 'straight knit' material, having suitable 
'rib-knit' portions at selected locations to im 
prove the fit of the cover when applied to the 
form. 

It is still a further object of the invention to 
provide a dressmaker's form cover which may 
be knit or otherwise made of inexpensive ma 
terial and which may be used to great advantage 
On any conventional or standard form. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective of a typical dressmaker's 

form provided with a cover embodying the pres 
ent invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective, taken from the rear, of 
a preferred form of cover before application to 
the form; 

Fig. 3 is a detail in sectional elevation, show 
ing a preferred method of affixing the guiding 
tapes to the cover by means of removable clips; 
and 

Fig. 4 is a second manner of affixing the guid 
ing tapes by threading through holes provided in 
the cover. 

Referring to the drawings, 0 represents a con 
ventional dressmaker's form of any type having 
a body portion simulating the human torso. 
Drawn. Over the torso portion of Said form is a 
removable cover i, embodying the present in 
vention. As shown in Fig. 2, the cover if rough 
ly Simulates a garment having a waist and skirt 
portion, and is preferably of knitted material 
So that it has an inherent elasticity. Because 
of its elasticity, the cover need not be carefully 
shaped or tailored, except to clearly establish the 
neckline, armholes, and waistline. 

It is considered entirely practicable to knit the 
cover as a seamless envelope, although separate 
panels of material may be stitched or otherwise 
Secured together to form the completed whole, if 
desired. Also, of course, separate panels may be 
applied to the form and secured together by but 
tons, slide fastener means or other conventional 
fastenings. 
At the neckline and armholes, the cover is 

formed with, or there are applied thereto, the re 
Spective bands or cuff-like members 3, 4, of a 
ribbed knit material which may be of heavier 
thread or material, or which may be especially 
knitted or treated to provide additional elasticity. 
The Waistline may be defined by the ribbed band 
5. At the bottom of the cover . , there is 
another band or cuff-like structure 6 so that 
the cover may be drawn downwardly to a point 
where the cuff contracts, or may be contracted, 
beneath the lower edge of the torso portion, to 
hold the cover securely thereon. 
The main body portions of the cover are 

"Straight knit' as distinguished from the "ribbed 
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knit' armhole, waistband, neckline and lower 
Cuff treatment. 
The cover is drawn on over the torso portion 

of the form, and as clearly appears in Fig. 1, 
the ribbed knit portions cause the cover to fit 
tightly about the neck, armholes and waist of 
the form. The cuff portions 4 contract over 
and about the edges of the armhole openingS, 
and prevent sideward shifting of the COVer on 
the form. The elasticity of the cover causes it 
to assume all of the contours of the form while 
smoothing out the lines of the form in the event 
that the same is faulty or because of mechanical 
misalignment has unwanted projecting or offset 
structures. 
The respective rib-knit and cuff portions may 

be additionally reinforced by means of elastic 
or the like or may be so constructed to allow 
for insertions of strings or tapes for tightening 
to the degree necessary to make the cover firmly 
and smoothly fitting. 

It is frequently desirable to affix guiding tapes 
to the form to show the seam lines for shoul 

ders, side and front and rear seams. To facili 
tate the positioning of such tapes, there are 
provided a plurality of small bound eyelets 8 to 
receive stapling clips or equivalent. As indicated 
in Fig. 3, these clips are disposed about the guide 
tapes, and the legs 2 of said clips enter the 
respective eyelets 8 to removably secure the tape 
to the form. Alternatively, closely Spaced pairs 
of bound holes 22 may be substituted for the 
clips 19. and the tapes 7 threaded through said 
holes, as shown in Fig. 4. It is also apparent 
that Small buttons or the like (not shown) may 
be affixed to the cover, to which the guide tapes 
may be attached, and that, if desired, the cover 
may merely be suitably marked to indicate the 
places at which the guide tapes are to be secured 
to the COWer. 

It is contemplated that there will be three 
eyelets at each shoulder to accommodate the 
shoulder seam guide tapes. At the front of the 
cover it is preferable to provide an eyelet at the 
center of the neck line, just below the bust 
bulge, at the waist. a few inches below the waist 
line, and adjacent the bottom of the cover. 
At the back of the cover it is desirable to pro 

wide an eyelet 8 at the center of the neckline, 
1midway between neck and waist, at the waist. a 
few inches below the waistline and at the botton 
of the cover. At each side of the forr, a guide 
tape eyelet will be provided under the armhole, 
at the waistline, at about 2 inches and about 8 
inches below the Waist, and at the botton of the 
cover. The Waistline eyelets are preferably in 
the center of the rib-knit waistband to accom 
modate a guide tape establishing the desired 
Waistline. 
The elasticity and general conformability of 

the cover is such that it need be manufactured in 
but three sizes, such as small, medium and large. 
The waistline ribbing preferably has a standard 
Width of from 4 to 5 inches for all of the sizes 
of COver. 

It is contemplated that the cover may advan 
tageously be manufactured from a cotton kni, 
material, or cotton plus synthetic fibers. Such 
material is thin enough so that it will not mate 
rially increase the dimensions of the dressmaker's 
form. The cover may be supplemented with addi 
tional thicknesses of material, or padding, applied 
by the user to accommodate growth in body 
dimension, thereby making it unnecessary to pur 
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4. 
chase a new form unless unusual body changes 
OCCU. 
The cover makes it easy to pin the pattern or 

temporarily secure the dress material to the form 
because the cover is sufficiently elastic to be 
drawn away from the form to facilitate the inser 
tion of pins or the like; and the cover material 
has sufficient strength to Support even heavy 
dress material without sagging. Proper drape 
and hang of the finished garment is assured. 
The cover may be removed after use and 

Washed or other Wise cleaned to remove Soil or 
chalk marks or to remove lint or fibres which may 
be left thereon from previously applied dress 
material. 
Although the invention has been described by 

making a fully detailed reference to a certain 
presently preferred embodiment, Such detail of 
description is to be understood in an instructive 
rather than a limiting Sense, many changes being 
pOSSible Within the Scope of the claims hereto 
appended. 

claim: 
1. In a removable cover for a dressmaker's form 

having an envelope of stretchable material elas 
tically conforming to the form, the combination 
of an elastic neckband in said cover, a variable 
tension exerted on the shoulder portion of said 
COver by Said neckband, an elastic arm hole in 
Said cover and a variable and neckband-opposing 
tension exerted on the shoulder portion of the 
Cover by Said arm hole to produce a form fitting 
tension in the shoulder portion of said cover on 
Said form. 

2. In a removable cover for a dressmaker's form 
having an envelope of stretchable material elas 
tically conforming to the form, the combination 
of an elastic neckband in said cover, an elastic 
arin hole in Said cover and an elastic area, in the 
Waist portion of said cover; and variable tensions 
exerted by said elastic neck band, elastic arm 
hole, and elastic Waist, to produce a form-fitting 
tension in the shoulder portion of said cover on 
Said form. 

3. In a removable cover for a dressmaker's form 
having an envelope of stretchable material with 
a, shoulder portion elastically conforming to the 
shoulder portion of the form, the combination of 
an elastic neckband in said cover attached adja 
2ent to said shoulder portion so as to exert a 
variable tension on said shoulder portion, an 
arm hole in Said cover, means for receiving a 
String encircling said arm hole, a drawstring en 
circling said arm hole in Said means and means 
for fastening said drawstring so as to exert a 
variable and neckband-opposing tension on said 
shoulder portion of the cover adjacent said arm 
hole, whereby a form-fitting tension is produced 
in the shoulder portion of said cover on said 
form. 

DOROTHY MI. DAVIS. 
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