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[57] ABSTRACT

A multi-section flashlight with an auxiliary compart-
ment which screws onto the battery holder provides
space for service, first aid or survival items or the like
making a unitary flashlight and aid or survival kit. The
rear threads of the battery holder are identical to rear
threads on the auxiliary compartment so that an end
cap can be alternatively screwed onto the battery
holder and compartment.

3 Claims, 1 Drawing Figure
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1
FLASHLIGHT WITH ACCESSORY HOLDER

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a combination multi-section
flashlight and accessory holder for service items, first
aid material, survival aids or the like which comprises a
lamp and reflector housing containing a casing, lens,
reflector and lamp. The casing is threaded to accept a
tubular or cylindrical battery holder threaded at both
ends and containing an exterior switch to make the
necessary contact between battery and lamp. A tubular
or cylindrical accessory holder, threaded at both ends,
screws onto the rear of the battery holder. A metal disk
is immovably placed over the cross section of the
holder to the rear of the front end threads of the acces-
sory holder and is adapted to make electrical contact
with rear battery and switch..A contact spring is seated
on the disk exerting pressure on the rear battery and
providing electrical contact. A threaded cap closes the
rear, threaded end of the accessory holder.

The drawing shows the combination flashlight and
auxiliary holder, partially in cross section.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a flashlight containing an
auxiliary compartment for storing various additional
small items useful particularly in remote places and
especially items making up a survival kit.

Flashlights are carried for use under a wide variety of
circumstances. They are widely used in automobiles
and trucks, on fishing and camping trips and explorato-
ry missions of various types. Frequently there is a need
not only for the light provided by a battery powered
torch but also for additional items useful in many ways.
For example, repair or first aid items are often needed
on automobile or camping trips. Items useful to the
fisherman such as hooks, flies and the like are used on
fishing trips. On journeys into remote areas, items
adapted for survival when lost or out of contact with
companions are carried along with flashlights.

It is the object of this invention to provide a flashlight
unit combining the flashlight with a compartment for
storing items frequently required along with the light
such as those described above. It is an especial object
of this invention to provide a combination flashlight
and survival kit. :

The flashlight combination shown in the figure com-
prises four basic segments, the lamp holder or housing
1, the battery holder 2, the accessory compartment 3
and base cap 4. The lamp housing includes the conven-
tional casing 5 which contains the reflector 6 and the
lamp 7 screwed into the receptacle forming the base of
the reflector. The lens 8 is seated on the widened front
end of the casing which is threaded to accept the
retainer ring 9.

The battery holder 2 is a hollow cylinder, threaded at
both ends, and of sufficient length to contain two or
three flashlight batteries 15. The front thread accepts
the lamp housing unit. A switch 10 is affixed to the bat-
tery holder to make contact between battery and lamp
in the conventional manner,

Accessory compartment 3 is a hollow unit, threaded
at both ends. The front thread 11 is adapted to screw
onto the threaded rear portion of battery holder 2 and
the rear thread 12 accepts the threaded base cap 4. As
shown in the figure, which represents the preferred em-
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bodiment, the accessory compartment may be a hollow
cylinder of substantially the same diameter as the bat-
tery holder. It will be appreciated, however, that the
portion of the accessory compartment between the
metal disk (referred to later) and the rear threads 12
may be enlarged in diameter so as to contain a greater
amount of enclosed items, to the extent reasonably
convenient for the purpose and for storing and carry-
ing. The length of the compartment may similarly be
varied. The compartment will hold small fishing items,
first aid items or the varied miniaturized survival items
placed in survival packs.

A short distance rearward of the front threads 11
there is rigidly fixed a disk 13 which completely closes
the interior of the compartment. This disk is affixed
tightly in place and further makes electrical contact
with the switch, e.g. the disk is made of a conductive
metal and makes firm contact with the metal wall of the
compartment which is in turn in contact with the bat-
tery holder. The disk is placed at an appropriate
distance from the opening so that a spiral spring 14
seated on the disk exerts sufficient pressure on the base
of the rear battery to maintain the batteries in firm con-
tact with each other and with the contact at the base of
the lamp. The base coil of the spring, which is of con-
ductive material, is of sufficient diameter to maintain
friction contact with the sides of the compartment 3
both for purposes of electrical contact and also to
prevent it from falling out. It is, however, removable by
twisting or pulling for the reason referred to later. The
space in the accessory compartment between disk and
rear threads is open to receive the items to be stored. It
may, however, be compartmentalized if desired.

Base cap 4 is threaded so as to provide a closure for
the accessory compartment. A ring or hook 16 may be
provided as a means for carrying the flashlight unit or
for suspending it from a hook or belt.

According to a preferred modification, the diameter
and threads of the rear portions of both the battery
holder and the accessory compartment are the same.
The threads of the base cap are then adapted to fit
either the battery holder or the accessory compart-
ment. It is thus possible, when the accessory compart-
ment is not needed or desired, to remove the spring
from its position on disk 13, place it in base cap 4 and
close the battery holder to make only a shortened
flashlight unit.

What is claimed is:

1. A multi-section flashlight and accessory holder
comprising (1) a lamp housing, including a casing, lens,
reflector and lamp; said casing being threaded to ac-
cept (2) a tubular battery holder threaded at both front
and rear ends, and containing a switch on the exterior
thercof, (3) a tubular accessory holder threaded at
both front and rear ends, the thread at the front end
being adapted to screw onto a threaded end of said bat-
tery holder and the thread at the rear end is identical to
the thread at the rear end of said battery holder a metal
disk rearward of said thread at the front ¢nd of the ac-
cessory holder adapted to make clectrical contact with
said switch, a contact spring seated on said disk and a
cap threaded to accept the threads at the rear ends of
said accessory holder and said battery holder.

2. A flashlight as in claim 1 wherein the accessory
holder has the same diameter as the battery holder.
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3. A flashlight as in claim 1 wherein the accessory
holder is larger in diameter than the battery holder
between disk and rear threads.

* * * * *
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