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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OLivia P. FLyNT, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented anewand valua-
ble Improvement in Connection with Ladies’
Under-Vests, the same being used ‘as or in
connection with a supporter, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description,
reference being had tothe accompanying draw-
ing and to the letters of reference marked
thereon.

In this invention I have sewed an inelas-
tic supporfer, to the elastic fabric of which a
ladies’ under-vest is constructed. This sup-
porter holds the drawers, flannel petticoat,
stockings, and, when necessary, the catame-
nial bandage, and is, in itself, not elastic, with
the exception of the portion connecting im-
mediately with the stockings.

A great advantage which I claim for my
supporter over all others is that the support
comes directly from the shoulder. Many sup-
porters claim to passover the shoulder, when
in reality they pass over a point between the
shoulder and the neck, as do gentlemen’s sus-
penders, thus producing deformity and mar-
ring the beauty of the female form. The or-
dinary supporter passes over the shoulder at
or near the clavicle or collar bone, and thence
directly over the breast, having a tendency
not only to injure the form but to produce dis-
ease in the breast, while mine passes over the
shoulder-blade, or about where the shoulder-
blade and humerus meet, then passing down
in the rear of the breast, and always retains
its place inasmuch as it is sewed into the un-
der-vest. v

The details of the invention are more fully
described below. '

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a view of the front side of the under-vest and
supporter above named. TFig. 2 is a view of
the rear side of the same,

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

& is an ordinary ladies’ under-vest, made of
silk or any other elastic material. b is an in-

elastic band sewed continuously to the under-
vest a, and extending from the band d in front
over the shoulder to the band ¢ in the rear.
This band b passes over the tip of the shoul-

der, as above stated, and consequently does
not injure the form. « is the point in the
broken line y (showing the configuration of
the form) at which all other supporters and
suspenders which have passed under my no-
tice are carried over the shoulder, having a
tendeney to pull down and injure -the form.
¢ is a band sewed to the under;vest, and pass-
ing entirely around the body at a distance of
about four inches below the natural belt or
waist. It is placed at this point in order to
avoid the thickness of tight clothing, which is
usually found at the waist. ¢ are buttons
upon the band ¢, from which depend the
drawers and flannel petticoat, all supported
indirectly by the bands 5. Both the band ¢
and the under-vest are made loose, as, for ex-
ample, for a person measuring twenty-eight
inches around the waist, the band ¢ would be
made to measure forty inches. The lower
band d extends under the abdomen in front,
and attaches at each end behind to the band
¢ at the points where the bands b end. The
band e at the rear extends from the neck to
some distance below the band ¢. The buttons
d’ and ¢’ are to be used in attaching a catame-
nial bandage when desired. All the bands b,
¢, d, and ¢ are sewed to the under-vest ¢ at
their entire length, and are not elastic. It
will be noticed that the under-vest is shaped
at a’ to the arm and shoulder, instead of being
cut straight, as is usual. Attached to theun--
der-vest at the front extremities of the bands
b are the stocking-supporters ¢g. The three
elastic bands % % [ attach to the stockings,
three being used instead of two to accommo-
date thestyle of stockings nowinvogue, which
extend above the knee.

The supporter d is very useful as an abdomi-
nal supporter, and may be made wider, if de-
sired, and of the proper shape to afford the
most support possible. After confinement
many ladies will find this a very important
support.

I propose, if deemed most practicable, to
make the straps b and d of one continuous
piece, in order to. secure greater strength, as
great strain occurs at the points where the
two strapsmeet. It is notintended in this in-
vention to have the strain all at the shoul-
ders, but to have it equalized; and, in reality,
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there is full as much strain upon the abdomi-

nal band @ as there is upon theshoulder-straps

b. Of course, this support is perfectly well

adapted to an under-garment having long

sleeves and high neck, in which case the shoul-

gers would be fitted and cut precisely like a
ress.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— ’

1. The combination, with a ladies’ elastic
under-garment, of a supporter for under-cloth-
ing, said supporter being non-elastic, or less
elastic than the said under-garment, and sewed
‘thereto and made to pass over the shoulder of
the wearer. ,

2. The combination and arrangement of the
bands b and stocking-supporters g I & I, sub-
stantially as above set forth. .

3. The combination and arrangement, with
the bands b, of the band ¢, substantially as
and for the purposes hereinbefore described.

4. The arrangement of the bands b and ab-
dominal supporter d, both made of the same
piece, or each separately, substantially as and
for the purposes above specified.

5. The arrangement of the bands b with the
abdominal supporter d and band ¢, substan-
tially as and for the purpose before set forth.

6. The combination and arrangement of the
under-vest @ a/, bands b ¢ d ¢, and stocking-
supporters ¢, the whole being combined, ar-
ranged, and constructed as set forth.

OLIVIA P. FLYNT.
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Miss E. F. FINN,
HeNRY W. WILLIAMS,
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