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. ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A portable beverage container for use in motor vehi-
cles has a concave bottom and is provided with four legs
which are shiftable between extended and retracted posi-
tions. Fach leg has a pair of feet facing in diverging
directions, each foot being provided with a number of
projections that engage and grip a drive shaft hump
when the container is placed thereon. The dunal foot ar-
ranigement in conjunction with the various possible ex-
tended positions of the legs adapt the container for sup-
port by humps of varying contour and size.

During long road trips, the traveler may desire to
carry a portable beverage container in the passenger com-
partment of the vehicle to avoid frequent stops for refresh-
ment. The usual thermos jug or similar container, how-
ever, is inconvenient to handle and locate within the
compartment since, if placed on the floorboard, the jug
may interfere with the feet of the occupants of the vehicle.
Alternatively, if the jug is carried in one of the seats, it
necessarily also interferes with passenger comfort as well
as subjecting the seat to the water or other beverage
which may drip or spill as it is drawn from the jug.

It is, therefore, the primary object of this invention
to provide a beverage container for motor vehicles that
may be stably supported by the drive shaft hump on the
floorboard in order to preclude interference of the con-
tainer with the comfort of the vehicle occupants.

As a corollary to the foregoing object, it is an impor-
tant aim of the instant invention to provide such a con-
tainer that will remain in place on the hump when sub-
jected to the movements of the vehicle experienced under
normal driving conditions,

Another important object is to provide a container as
aforesaid having retractable legs which, when extended,
serve to grip the surface of the hump to preclude dis-
placement of the container and, when retracted, permit
use of the container without interference from the legs.

Still another object of the invention is to provide legs
for the container as aforesaid which are selectively posi-
tionable in accordance with the contour of the drive shaft
hump so as to accommodate humps of various sizes and
contours.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide each
of the aforesaid container supporting legs with hump-
gripping feet facing in diverging directions, in order to
increase the range of hump sizes and contours that may
be accommodated by the legs.

In the drawing:

FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of the container
looking longitudinally of the drive shaft hump (shown in
phantem lines), a portion of the container being broken
away to reveal details of construction;

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the container;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view showing one of the legs
retracted;

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view showing a retracted leg
reversed in orientation with respect to the previously il-
lustrated legs; and
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FIG. 5 is an enlarged, fragmentary, sectional view
through one of the corners of the container formed by
the bottom and the sidewall thereof, looking substantially
in the same direction as in FIG. 2.

The container comprises a vessel 10 provided with
legs 12, the latter being secured to the sidewall 14 of
vessel 10 adjacent the concave bottom 16 thereof. Vessel
10 is of double-wall construction to provide an air space
between sidewall 14 and an inner wall 18. The space
may be filled with an insulating material if desired.
Vessel 10 is filled through an inlet 20 by removing a
cap 22. The beverage is drawn from vessel 10 through
a valved outlet in the form of a spigot 24.

Bottom 16 is of generally rectangular configuration
and presents four corners 26 which are rounded and merge
with the lower periphery of sidewall 14. The sidewall 14
is recessed at 28 adjacent each corner 26 and is fitted
with a tapped rivet 30 (FIG. 5). Each leg 12 has a
longitudinal slot 32 therein at its mormally uppermost
end, a screw 34 being received by slot 32 and threaded
into rivet 30.

The normally lowermost end of each leg 12 is pro-
vided with a pair of angularly disposed feet 36, each
provided with a plurality of generally cone-shaped pro-
jections 38. Bottom 16 has a well 40 formed therein ad-
jacent each leg 12 for receiving the feet 36 thereof upon
movement of the leg from the extended position shown
in FIGS. 1, 2 and 5, to the retracted position illustrated
in FIG. 3. With all four of the legs 12 retracted, the
container may be placed on a flat surface such as a table
without scarring the latter, since only the two straight
side margins of bottom 16 will be in contact with the
surface. The feet 36, therefore, are effectively housed
within wells 40 and the cavity formed by the concave
bottom 16.

The concavity of bottom 16 is also useful in providing
a low profile for the container when mounted on a drive
shaft hump 42 illustrated in phantom lines in FIG. 1.
The broken line illustrations of legs 12 illustrate the
mounting of the container on a drive shaft hump 42q
having a broader contour or greater radius than hump 42.
The phantom illustrations of humps 42 and 424 represent
the upper surfaces of such humps and show the transverse,
convex contour of each hump. In FIGURE 1 the viewer
looks in the longitudinal direction of humps 42 and 424
or generally axially of the drive shaft (not shown) fore
or aft of the wehicle.

In use, screws 34 are loosened to permit adjustment
of the extended positions of legs 12, the loosened screws
34 permitting swinging movement of the legs about
screws 34 and longitudinal shifting thereof within the
limits of slots 32. Thus, each leg may be independently
set in any one of a number of extended positions de-
pending upon the contour of the particular hump upon
which the container is to rest. The projections 38 on
feet 36 firmly grip the surface of the hump, such surface
normally being presented by a rug or mat overlying the
floorboard and drive shaft housing. As illustrated in
FIG. 1, the angular disposition of the two feet 36 on
each leg 12 permits the legs to be positioned with either
the inside or the outside feet 36 thereof in gripping en-
gagement with the hump, again depending upon the par-
ticular surface contour.

The reversed orientation of the leg 12 shown in FIG. 4
further illustrates the versatility of the leg arrangement.
Note that the hump-gripping projections 38 on the down-
wardly facing foot 36 would now engage the surface of
a hump having a contour approximately complementary
to the concavity formed by bottom 16. However, the
container could still be placed on a flat surface without
scarring or scratching the latter. To facilitate movement
of legs 12 to the various possible positions thereof, the
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kerf-headed screws may be replaced by wing bolts if
desired.

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed as
new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is:

1. For use with a motor vehicle having a transversely
convex drive shaft hump extending fore and aft of the
vehicle, a liquid container comprising:

a vessel having an inlet provided with a cap, a valved

outlet, and a bottom;

a pair of spaced legs adjacent said bottom secured to
said vessel and having gripper means thereon en-
gageable with said hump, whereby the container may
be placed on the hump, straddling the latter, and
thereby supported by the hump with said outlet
accessible to occupants of the vehicle;

and means mounting each of said legs for movement
between a retracted position and an extended, hump-
engaging position depending from said vessel;

said bottom having a well therein for each leg respec-
tively for receiving the latter when the leg is in the
retracted position thereof.

2. For use with a motor vehicle having a transversely
convex drive shaft hump extending fore and aft of the
vehicle, a liquid container comprising:

a vessel having an inlet provided with a cap, a valved

outlet, and a bottom;

a pair of spaced legs adjacent said bottom secured to
said vessel and having gripper means thereon en-
gageable with said hump, whereby the container may
be placed on the hump, straddling the latter, and
thereby supported by the hump with said outlet
accessible to occupants of the vehicle;

and means mounting each of said legs for movement
between a retracted position and any one of a num-
ber of extended, hump-engaging positions depend-
ing from said vessel, and including structure en-
gaging each leg respectively for releasably maintain-
ing the latter in a selected position independently of
the other leg,

each of said legs having a pair of feet provided with
said gripper means and facing outwardly in diverging
directions when the leg is extended, whereby to ac-
commodate a wide range of hump sizes.

3. The invention of claim 2,

each of said legs having a pair of opposed ends, one
of said ends being provided with said feet thereof,

said bottom having a well therein for each leg respec-
tively for receiving the feet thereof when the leg is in
its retracted position,

said mounting means securing the other of said ends
of the legs to said vessel for swinging movement of
each leg between its retracted and extended positions,
and for longitudinal shifting of each leg toward and
away from said vessel.

4. The invention of claim 2,

each of said structures being operable to permit detach-
ment of the corresponding leg from the vessel and
re-attachment thereto with the feet of the leg in
reversed orientation,
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said bottom being concave and having two pairs of
opposed margins, ‘

said concavity extending between one of said pairs of
margins,

each of said legs being disposed adjacent a correspond-
ing margin of said one pair,

said gripper means comprising a plurality of projections
on each of said feet,

the projections of one foot of each leg, when the latter
is retracted and attached to the vessel with the feet
thereof in said reversed orientation, extending down-
wardly for engagement with said hump.

5. For use with a motor vehicle having a transversely
convex drive shaft hump extending fore and aft of
the vehicle, a liquid container comprising:

a vessel having an inlet provided with a cap, a valved
outlet, and a bottom;

a pair of spaced legs adjacent said bottom secured to
said vessel and having gripper means thereon en-
gageable with said hump, whereby the container may
be placed on the hump, straddling the latter, and
thereby supported by the hump with said outlet
accessible to occupants of the vehicle;

said bottom being polygonal and presenting four cor-
ners,

said vessel having a sidewall extending upwardly from
said bottom,

there being four of said legs; and

means mounting each of said legs on said sidewall ad-
jacent a corresponding corner for movement between
a retracted position and any one of a number of
extended, hump-engaging positions depending from
said vessel, and including structure engaging each leg
respectively for releasably maintaining the latter in
a selected position independently of the other legs,

said bottom being concave, the concavity extending be-
tween one pair of said corners and the other pair
thereof,

each of said legs having a pair of feet provided with said
gripper means and facing outwardly in diverging
directions when the leg is extended,

said bottom having a well therein for each leg respec-

tively for receiving the feet thereof when the leg is

in its retracted position.
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