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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,594,883 

SAFETY HOLDING BOARD FOR USEAN 
CARING FOR, BABES 

James R. Donnen, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Application July 2, 1946, Serial No. 681,090 

1. 
This invention relates to a safety holding board 

for use in caring for babies which is adapted 
to be placed upon a flat Supporting surface and 
used to hold a baby in position while it is being 
dressed, bathed or otherwise attended to. 

In the care of babies it is often necessary for 
a mother or nurse to administer to the baby's 
needs in situations where the usual baby's dress 
ing table is not available for use and Some tem 
porary means of support such as a table or a bed 
has to be utilized for supporting the baby while 
it is being attended to. When such occasions 
arise it is extremely difficult to accomplish the 
tasks required because the active movements of 
the baby are apt to cause it to roll or fall off the 
temporary support unless it is held in position 
with one hand, by the mother or nurse, and the 
work accomplished by the use of the other hand. 

It is the main object of the present invention 
to provide a novel portable form of safety hold 
ing board adaptable for use in attending to the 
needs of a baby, which may be used upon any 
suitable flat surface, and which is so constructed 
that it will not only comfortably support and 
hold the baby so that the mother or nurse may 
use both of her hands in carrying out the re 
quired tasks, but will also prevent the baby from 
rolling or falling off the support upon which the 
board is used. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a portable safety holding board for use 
in caring for babies which is provided with hinged 
side sections adapted to be held in a raised posi 
tion with respect to the plane of the main Sur 
face of the board by the baby holding means, 
and so that said hinged sections will provide side 
barriers to prevent water or other cleansing ma 
terials used on the baby from Splashing or run 
ning over upon the support upon which the board 
is used. 
Other and further objects of the invention are 

illustrated in the drawings, described in the 
specification and pointed out in the appended 
claims. 
In the drawings 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a general form 

of baby safety holding board made in accordance 
with my invention and showing it Supported upon 
a table top and with a baby held in position 
thereon; 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the Safety holding 
board shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is an edge view of the board; 
Figure 4 is a plan view of a modified form of 

baby holding board made in accordance with 
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the invention and constructed with hinged side 
Sections; 

Figure 5 is a central Sectional view of the con 
struction shown in Figure 4; and 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5 but in 
dicating the position of the hinged sections of 
the modified form of construction when they are 
being held in a raised position by the baby hold 
ing Straps. The relationship of the baby held 
in position on the board by the straps is indi 
cated in this figure by dotted lines. 

Referring to the construction illustrated in 
Figures 1 to 3 the safety holding board is desig 
nated generally by the numeral i. The board 
may be made of a thin flat rectangular shaped 
piece of material preferably of wood, and of a 
Size Sufficiently large enough to comfortably sup 
port a baby thereon. The holding board may 
also be made of any desired shape. In the draw 
ings the board is shown shaped so that it is pro 
vided with a rounded top or head portion 2 and 
With a Square shaped bottom portion 3 formed 
with rounded corners. The upper face of the 
body holding board is covered with a suitable 
cloth material preferably of a type which is water 
resistant or waterproof. This covering cloth may 
be Sewed, Stitched or otherwise Secured to the 
board and so that it will be smoothly stretched 
over the top face of the same. A similar type 
of covering may be applied to the underface of 
the Safety holding board so that said face will 
not Scratch or mar the surface of the support 
upon which the device is used. The upper face 
of the board is also provided with a resilient pad 
ding material which is held in place by the cover 
ing cloth. The padding material is intended to be 
positioned upon the upper face of the board in 
Such manner that the top or head portion 2 there 
of, where the baby's head will lie, is provided with 
more of such material than the lower portion and 
So that it, Will form a comfortable head rest for 
the baby. 
Secured to the under side of the baby holding 

board in any suitable manner and extending from 
each side thereof are the free ends of the looped 
straps 4 and 5. The looped ends of these straps 
are provided with metal ring members 6 and 7 
which are adapted to receive therethrough a re 
novable strap member generally indicated by 
the nurneral 8. The stirap member 8 is adapted 
to be inserted through the ring members 6 and 
in Such manner that the portion 9 thereof will 

extend underneath the middle portion of the 
baby's body when the baby is lying in position 
upon the board and the ends. O and will ex 
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tend around and over the baby's body and so that 
they may be fastened together by passing the end 
i? through a metal fastening means f2 which is 
Secured to the end of the strap. 

It Will be noted that by reason of the arrange 
inent of the fastening straps as above referred 
to the baby, when placed upon the safety hold 
ing board, may be securely and comfortably held 
in position thereon, and a mother or nurse who 
is to care for the baby is enabled to accomplish 
her tasks by using both hands and without fear 
of the baby rolling or falling off the safety board 
or off the Support upon which the board is posi 
tioned. Also, although the baby is securely held 
by the holding straps, it will still have complete 
freedom of movement of its head, alms and 
legs. 
When the safety holding board is to be used, 

it may quickly be positioned upon any fiat sur 
face such for instance as a table top as illustrated 
at 3, in Figure 1, and even though the baby may 
be very active in its movements, the wide flat 
Surface of the board will prevent it from becom 
ing Upset or dislodged from its position upon the 
Support. 

After the baby has been cared for by the 
mother or nurse it can be quickly removed from 
the holding board by releasing the holding straps 
and the board can then be removed from the 
Supporting surface and stored in some suitable 
place where it will take up little space. 

In the modified form of construction shown in 
Figures 4, 5 and 6, there is provided a baby hold 
ing board 4 which may be similar in shape to 
that illustrated in Figures 1 to 3, and it may also 
be made of a similar material and covered with 
cloth as previously described. However, in this 
form of construction the safety holding board 
is made So that there is provided two triangular 
shaped portions 5 and 6 at the sides thereof 
Which are separate pieces of material and formed 
with notched portions 68, where they are adapt 
ed to join the main portion of the holding de 
vice. These triangular shaped portions may be 
held in place with respect to the main portion 
of the board by means of cloth or leather hinges 
which are intended to be positioned along the 
notched politions 6 and so that they may be 
bent upwardly from the plane of the remainder 
of the safety holding board to form side barriers 
When the board is being used. 
Secured to the underside of the main body 

of the safety holding board, at a point adjacent 
to the joinder of the hinged portions 5 and 6 
thereWith, are the free ends of the looped straps 

and 8. These looped straps extend across 
the underside of the hinged portions 5 and 6 
and are each provided with the metal ling men 
bers 9 and 20. The ring members are adapted 
to receive therethrough a removable strap men 
ber indicated generally by the numeral 2. The 
Strap member 2 is adapted to be inserted through 
the ring members 9 and 20 in such a manner 
that the portion 22 thereof will lie upon the safety 
holding board and so that it will extend under 
neath the body of the baby when it is positioned 
On the board. In Figure 6 the position of the 
Strap portion with respect to the baby's body is 
ShOWn. With the baby's body indicated in dotted 
lines. The free ends 23 and 24 of the strap ex 
tend around and over the baby's body and so 
that they may be fastened together by passing 
the end 23 through a metal fastening device 25 
Secured to the end 24 of the strap. 

In this modified form of construction, when 
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4 
the baby is secured in place on the Safety hold 
ing board by the strap 2, the looped Straps 
and 8 are caused to be pulled upWardly and 
they in turn cause the hinged portions 5 and 
6 to be lifted upwardly from the plane of the 

remainder of the holding board and said hinged 
portions are yieldingly held in Such a position 
as shown in Figure 6 to for Side barriers foi 
the holding board to prevent water or other 
liquids or materials which may be used upon the 
baby from Splashing or Spilling Over on to the 
surface of the Support upon which the holding 
board is used. Furthermore, by reason of this 
hinged construction of the sides of the holding 
board, the strap 7 and 8 and strap 2 will func 
tion to yieldingly hold the baby in place upon the 
holding device rather than to rigidly restrain it 
as would be the case when the baby is Secured 
to the holding device shown in Figures 1, 2 
and 3. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A safety holding board upon which a baby 

may lie when being attended, comprising a rec 
tangular-shaped, flat supporting structure made 
of a rigid material and formed with a main sup 
porting section and with separate rigid hinged 
triangular-shaped side sections, a pair of looped 
strap holding means, each having its free end 
secured to the underface of said main support 
ing Section at a point adjacent the joint of 
the hinged side sections thereWith, and extend 
ing across the under side of Said triangular Sur 
face beyond the outer side edges thereof, and 
provided with metal ring members at their looped 
ends, a removable strap associated with said 
looped strap holding means, said strap extend 
ing through said metal ring members and being 
adapted to have its ends Secured together to hold 
the baby in position on said Supporting Struc 
ture, and to raise said hinged side portions at 
an angle with the plane of the Supporting Struc 
ture when so secured, and means for adjustably 
securing the ends of said removable Straps to 
gether to hold the baby on said supporting struc 
ture to maintain said hinged side portions in 
their raised positionS. 

2. A Safety holding device for use in caring 
for babies, comprising a flat Supporting board 
made of a rigid material, upon which a baby may 
lie, having a main Supporting Section and tri 
angular-shaped side sections hingedly Secured 
thereto, said side sections being formed with 
notched portions where they join the main sup 
porting section and held in place with respect to 
Said main Supporting section by hinge means 
positioned along Said notched portions, a pair 
of looped straps each having its free end Secured 
to the under face of said main supporting sec 
tion of the supporting board and adjacent the 
joint of the hinged portion therewith, So that, 
their looped portions will extend across the under 
face of the hinged side sections and beyond the 
edges thereof, ring members held by the looped 
ends of said straps, a removable strap inserted 
through Said ring members and adapted to en 
circle the body of a baby positioned on the board, 
and means to adjustably Secure the ends of Said 
Strap together to hold the baby in position upon 
Said Supporting board and to hold said hinged 
Side Sections in a raised position with respect to 
the plane of the Supporting board. . 

3. A safety holding device for use incaring for 
babies, comprising a rectangular-shaped, flat 
Supporting board made of a rigid material and 
having a central rigid main Supporting section 



5 
and triangularly shaped separate rigid higed 
Side portions joined to said inain section to per 
init SWinging upwardly froin the plane of the 
board, a pair of locped straps each having its 
free ends Secured to the under face of the struc 
ture and adjacent to the joint of the hinged side 
portions with the main Support and so that the 
looped portions will extend across the inner face 
of the hinged side portions and beyond the edges 
thereof, a relilovable Strap associated. With the 
looped portions of Said looped Straps and adapt 
ed to encircle the body of a baby when it is posi 
tioned upon the Supporting board, and in eans to 
adjustably Secure the ends of Said straps to 
gether to yieldingly hold the kaby in position on 
said supporting board and to yieldingly hold the 
hinged side sections in a raised position with re 
Spect to the plane Cf the Supporting aeans. 

JAMES R. CNNEN. 
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