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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE HILLARD BENJAMIN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO W. T. LANE &
. - BROTHER, OF POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK. o

BASKET.

Specification, of Letters Patent.

Application filed May 10,1912, Serial No. 696,465,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Grorer Hirrarp Bex-
JAMIN, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at New York city, in the county and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Baskets,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to. baskets of the

type comprising a metallic frame and = flex- -

ible covering or inclosing material. In prac-
tice, such baskets have been made with the
metallic frame carried below the bottom of
the flexible covering so as to protect the cov-
ering from wear. There has also been pro-
vided, a supplemental bottom, located un-
der the bottom of the flexible covering, and
formed of strips of wood or metal, which
act to support the bottom of the flexible cov-
ering, and also with wooden runners secured
to the metallic frame, and adapted to pre-
vent wear of the frame and contact of the
metal of the frame, with nails or other me-

tallic objects, on floors along which baskets

are drawn, and which would give rise to
sparks, and thus be dangerous in mills where
the air is charged with flying materials. In
baskets constructed as described, the supple-
mental bottoms were frequently bent or
broken by throwing heavy articles into the
interior of the basket, and further, the
wooden runners became worn by use. In
practice it has been found difficult to repair
such supplemental ‘bottoms or runners, and
in order to overcome this difficulty, I pro-
vide the basket with a detachable bottom
and runners.

The object of my invention, ir, therefore, a
construction in which the supplemental bot-

‘tom and runners may be readily removed

for repair or be substituted by a new bot-
tom and runners. .

The acconipanying drawings will serve to
illustrate my invention, in which—

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of the
basket as a whole. Tig. 2 is'a vertical trans-
verse section. Fig. 3 is a perspective plan
view of the detachable bottom and runners,
separated from the basket. Tig. 4 is a side
view showing a modified device for connect-
ing the central member of the basket frame
to the runners. Fig. 5 is a perspective view
of the detachable botten, showing a differ-
ent construction and method of attachment
from that disclose¢ in Fig. 3. Fig. 6 is a

view corresponding to Fig. 2, showing the
detachable bottom and runners of Fig. 5 in
position. Iig. 7 is a perspective view of a
detachable bottom such as shown in Fig. 3,
having a covering of flexible material; and
Fig. 8 is a view corresponding to Fig. 4
showing the bottom shown in Fig. 7 in posi-
tion, and indiecating in dotted lines, that
when the basket is filled the bottom of the
flexible covering will be carried downward
and rest upon the top of the bottom shown
in Fig. 7. ,

Referring to the drawings: 10 indicates a
metallic frame, which consists of a top mem-
ber 11, end members 12, and side members
13. The end and side members, 12 and 13,
are shown as connected to the top member. by
bending the ends of the members around the
top member, as illustrated at 14. The end
merabers 12 are carried downward to a dis-
tance below the bottom of the basket, and
thus form the bottom members 15. The side
members 18 are carried down below the bot-
tom of the basket and across the basket to
form the transverse members 16. :

17 represents a flexible covering or envel
oping body, which may 'be of canvas or any
other desirable material.

18 represents strips of material which
serve to inclose the top, side and end mem-
bers, between -the strips and the inclosing
body 17, or in other words, form pockets
which inclose all portions of the frame with
the exception of the bottom members 15 and
transverse members 16.

20 represents a detachable bottom. In
Tig. 8 this bottom is formed of strips of
metal, and is made up of the end members
21, longitudinal members 22, diagonal mem-
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bers 23, and transverse member 24, all of -

which members are secured together by suit-
able rivets, as for instance, 25. The end
members 21 and the transverse member 24,
are provided with extensions 26, which may
be turned around the bottom members 15,
as shown in Fig. 2, and thus serve to secure
the detachable bottem to the bottom mem-
bers 15 of the basket frame, as shown in
Tigs. 8, 4, 5, 6 and 8. '

Tn order to allow the transverse member
24 to include the side member 13, the ends
of the extensions 26 are slotted, as shown at
97. Connected to the two side longitudinal
members 22, by bolts, rivets, or otherwise,
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are runners 28. In Fig. 5, the end members
21 and transverse member 24 are not pro-

~vided with the extensions 26, but to take .

the place of such extensions for securing the

‘bottom to the frame, adjustable hooks 29
- are provided, which coact with the bottom

members 15 and transverse members 16 of
the frame 10, as shown in Fig. 6.

Situated over the detachable bottom, there
is shown. in Fig. 7, a body of flexible mate-
rial 30, which may be canvas, rubber, -or
any other material suitable for the purpose.
This may be secured by tacks 31, or other-
wise. In Fig. 8 the bottom covering of the

basket. 17, is shown as depressed and resting

upon the top .of the flexible' material 30,

overlying the bottom.  The flexible material-
30 may be said to have a two-fold purpose; -

(1) to act as a support for the bottom of the
basket -when pressed downward, and (2)
to prevent projections in the floor over which
the baslket is drawn, from injuring the bot-
tom of the basket. e '

To apply the detachable bottom- to the
basket, the frame is placed over the detach-
able bottom, and the extensions 2& turned
up over the bottom members 15 and trans-
verse members 16. The extensions, of
course, may be made of malleable or other
suitable metal, which will permit of their
being bent without fracture.
of the detachable bottom shown in Fig. 5,
the frame is placed over the bottom, the
hooks carried over the bottom members 15
and transverse members 16; the nuts 82 on
the bottom of the frame adjusted to secure
the bottom firmly to the frame. ’

In Fig. 4, a casting' 33 made of malleable

iron, is arranged to grip the side member 13

and the bottom member 15, and is provided
with a projection 34 which is let into a

- groove 35 in the runners 28. The object of
“this arrangement is to strengthen the basket
and prevent longitudinal movement of the .

detachable bottom relative to the basket
frame. In case the basket becoimes very
badly soaked with water, and it is desired
to dry the bottom of the basket, the de-

- tachable bottom and runners may be readily
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removed, dried and replaced, or in case of:

injury to the detachable bottom or runners,
the injured bottom or runners may be
readily removed and a riew bottom and run-
ners substituted. I wish it understood that

I do not limit myself in any wise to the par-

ticular design of the different forms of de-
tachable bottom shown; nor to the means
described for connecting the bottom and
runners to the frame, as 1t will be manifest
that very many changes may be made, with-

.out in any wise departing from the intent

of my invention. What I wish to have un-

derstood is that I believe that I am the first
to describe a basket having a detachable, re-
placeable, supporting bottom and runmers.

In the case.

1,148,049 -

Having thus described my invention, T
claim:’ ' '

1. The combination in a basket of a sup-
porting frame, a flexible covering, and a
supplemental detachable supporting bot-
tom.

2. The combination in a basket of a sup-
porting frame, a flexible covering, a sup-
plemental detachable supporting bottom,
and runners. - o . )

3. The combination in a basket of a me-
tallic supporting frame, a flexible covering
adapted to cover all portions of the frame
with the exception of the bottom members, a
supplemental detachable supporting bot-
tom, and runners.

4. The combination in a basket of a me-
tallic supporting frame, a flexible covering,
a supplemental supporting bottom, and
means forming a part of said bottom for de-
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tachably connecting the bottom to the -

frame.

5. The combination in a basket, of a sup-
porting frame, a body of inclosing material,
a supplemental bottom consisting of a se-
ries of paralle] longitudinal strips, angu-
larly disposed strips, and transverse strips,
said transverse strips having their ends ar-

-ranged to be turned over the bottom mem-

bers of the frame of the basket to secure
the supplemental bottom to the frame.
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6. A basket comprising a frame formed

of a series of members, portions of which

are arranged vertically and portions of
which are arranged horizontally, a horizon-
tal member connected to the vertical portion
of the first named members, a bottom con-
sisting of a series of strips arranged hori-

zontally with certain of said strips arranged

to coact with the members of the frame to

- detachably connect the bottom to the frame,

and runners conuected to the strips, to-
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gether with a flexible covering for the frame

comprising flexible material secured to the
frame and covering the top, sides and ends
of the frame.

7. A basket formed as a complete struc-
ture, comprising a supporting frame, a sup-
plemental detachable bottom, and a covering
for the frame including ‘the top, sides and
end of the frame. -

8. A - basket comprising a supporting
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frame, a flexible covering for the frame -

comprising a bag formed of canvas or other
flexible material located on the inside of

120

the frame, and strips of flexible material -

located on the outside of the frame and se-
curing the bag to the frame at the top,
sides and end, together with a supplemen-
tal detachable supporting bottom.

9. A basket comprising a supporting
frame, a flexible covering for the frame
comprising a bag formed of canvas or other
flexible material located on the inside of the
frame, and strips of flexible material lo-
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cated on the outside of the frame and se- ture, comprising a supporting frame, a bag
curing the bag to the frame at the top, sides formed of flexible material included within
and end, together with a supplemental de- said frame, and a detachable bottom secured
tachable bottom secured to the frame at to the frame and acting as a support for 15

5 the bottom thereof. the bag portion of the basket.
10. A basket formed as a complete struc-  In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture, comprising a supporting frame, a flex- ture, in the presence of two witnesses.
ible covering and a detachable supporting - GEORGE HILLARD BENJAMIN.

 bottom portion, together with means for Witnesses:
10 securing said parts together. o Herexn E. KorLscH,
11. A basket formed as a complete struc- Err WeILL.




