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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN EITEL, of Sacra 

mento, in the county of Sacramento and State 
of California, have invented a new and Im 
proved Combined Twine-Cutter, Letter-Open 
er and Stamp-Moistener, of which the follow 
ing is a specification: 
In the accompanying drawing, Figures 1 

and 2 represent perspective views of my com 
bined twine-cutter, letter-opener, and post 
stamp moistener, shown in position to illus 
trate the different applications. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
My invention relates to a meat and conven 

ient implement, which may be carried in the 
pocket or fastened to a ball of twine, being 
(apable for use as a twine-cutter, letter-open 
er, and stamp-moistener, and having the dif. 
ferent operative parts arranged in very com 
pact and protected manner. 
The invention consists of a pair of small 

scissors, which are protected within an oper 
ating guard-spring, to which, also, a spring 
device for attaching it to the ball of twine, a 
letter-opening knife, and a pivoted sponge 
holder, for moistening the stamp, are ap 
plied. 

In the drawing. A represents a pair of small 
scissors, whose legs are pivoted either direct 
ly or by intermediate pivot-pieces to a strong 
band - spring, B, of U-shape, that extends 
around the scissors to form a guard or protec 
tion when the implement is carried in the 
pocket. The implement may be applied by a 
spring - fastener, C, which is pivoted to the 
mainspring B to the twine, to be slipped along 
the same as it is drawn out in using up the 
ball of twine. The twine is cut at any re 
quired point by pressing with the fingers on 

the ends of the guard-spring, which produces 
the cutting action of the scissors on the twine. 
A pivoted or stationary knife, D, that forms 

an extension of the guard-spring when in po 
sition for use, is designed for opening letters, 
being operated by taking hold of the guard 
spring in a quick and convenient manner. 
A small sponge-holder, E, is pivoted to the 

opposite end of the mainspring, to be thrown 
like the letter-opening knife to the inside of 
the spring when not in use. The sponge at 
the end of the sponge-holder is saturated with 
water and applied for moistening post-stamps 
where a great number of the same have to be 
pasted on the letters, so that the disagreeable 
licking of the same is dispensed with. 
The implement combines thus in a neat and 

compact manner the different devices by which 
it is applied to the various purposes described. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. The combination, with a strong operat 
ing guard-spring, of a small pair of scissors, 
a letter-opening knife, and a pivoted sponge 
holder, forming a combined twine-cutter, let 
ter-opener, and stamp-moistener, substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. The combination of the guard-spring, 
with a pair of scissors, pivoted to the legs of 
the same, for operating the scissors by de 
pressing the spring ends, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. The combination, with scissors, of guard 
spring B and pivoted spring C, arranged sub 
stantially as and for the purpose specified. 

JOHN EITEL. 
Witnesses: 

T. B. MoSEIER, 
PAUL GOEPEL. 

  


